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Account of the Native Africans
in the Neighbourhood of Sierra Leone

Sierra Leone in West Africa is the subject of this 1803 work by English
physician Thomas Winterbottom (1766-1859). In the 1790s he spent

four years there working for the Sierra Leone Company (established

by abolitionists to resettle ex-slaves), and combating diseases such as
malaria and scurvy. He displays none of the pejorative views of Africa or

its inhabitants that some of his contemporaries expressed, but has a very
positive opinion of the country. Winterbottom describes the women as
beautiful and graceful, and he dismisses racial differentiations based on skin
colour as being absurd. In Volume 1 he draws a many-faceted picture of the
climate, history and traditions of Sierra Leone, describing the limited diet
of the inhabitants (consisting mainly of rice and palm oil), and seeking to
give scientific answers to such questions as why the hair of the inhabitants is
mostly of a ‘woolly’ type.
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PREFACE.

T'ur Author does not presume to offer
any apology for laying the following work
before the tribunal of the Public: but, be-
fore their sentence upon it be pronounced,
he wishes to observe, that it is offered
merely as a rude sketch of the domestic
economy, and medical knowledge, of the
inhabitants of the windward coast of Afri-
ca; or rather, as a collection of gleanings
which have either escaped the notice of
more successful reapers in that extensive
field, or which have been passed over as
of little importance. If this work should
be found to add little to our present
knowledge of Africa, the Author hopes
that it may at least tend to remove some
prejudices respecting its inhabitants, whose
customs have, In various Instances, been
misrepresented.

The work is divided into two parts, the
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iv PREFACE.

latter of which, first engaged the Author’s
attention ; to this was subjoined a brief
account of the manners and customs of
the people whose diseases had been no-
ticed. But this account having in-
creased so much by successive additions,
as greatly to exceed the limits originally
marked out for it, and the medical part
being thought likely to prove uninteresting
to many who might be desirous of perusing
the rest of the work, it seemed adviseable
to alter the arrangement, and print each
part in separate volumes, in order that
the general reader might be at liberty to
purchase the one, without being obliged
to purchase the other also.

The Vocabularies placed at the end of
the work, will probably appear to many
to be too extensive and cumbrous; but
the Author hopes they may prove useful
to Furopeans who visit that part of the
African coast to which his account relates,
by facilitating the acquisition of a more
accurate knowledge of the native lan-
guages, a polnt of indispensable necessity
to those who desire exact information.
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PRETFACT. v

The difficulty of procuring satisfactory
intelligence from the natives of Africa,
respecting themselves or their country, is
known only to those who have made the
experiment; they frequently lead Euro-
peans into error by answering guestions in
the affirmative, merely to avoid trouble
and escape importunity. The questions
themselves sometimes awaken the jea-
lousy of those to whom they are addressed ;
feeling no desire to institute similar in-
quirles, they are apt to suspect that the
curiosity of Europeans has some sinister
end 1n view. It requires also much time,
and a fund of patience, to propose the
necessary queries; to vary them in such a
manner as to enable the natives to com-
prehend their precise 1mport; and to
compare the testimonies of different indivi-
duals in order to avoid the risk of miscon-
ception. Even interpreters are not to be
implicitly relied on, as they are apt to give
to answers that colour which they per-
ceive will be most agreeable to their em-

ployer.
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vi PREFACE.

The author begs leave to return his sin-
cere acknowledgments to his excellent
friend, Z. Macaulay, Esq. formerly Go-
vernor of Sierra Leone, for much valuable
information, and likewise for the Map
of the Coast which accompanies this

work.
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EXPLANATION

OF THE

PLATES.

PLATE I. Map of the Coast.

Plate II. A Chart of the River Mitombo, including the Bullom
Shore, and part of the peninsula of Sierra Leone, sketched
by my much respected friend William Dawes, Esq. Governor
of Sierra Leone. This chart, though sufficiently accurate,
is not intended for nautical purposes.

Plate I1T. A View of the Settlement at Sierra Leone, see page 275.
This view takes in only one half of the town; but the re-
mainder very nearly resembles the part which is here repre-
sented. 'The flag displayed at the governor’s house is in
return to the compliment paid by the vessel, supposed to be
just arrived from England. The large building close to the
wharf or public landing place, is the Sierra Leone Company’s
store or magazine. Round the first point, at the North East
extremity of the town, is a small bay called Susan’s Bay;
and round the second, upon the extremity of which is built
a small hut, is another beautiful bay, having a fine sandy
beach, very convenient for careening or repairing ships. From
hence the land is seen running to form a third point, called
Foro Point, and opening into a bay, called Foro Bay, at the
bottom of which is placed Granville Town. See p. 274. The
bright spots on the sides of the mountain are patches of
ground which have been cleared of wood, for cultivation.

Plate IV. represents a Negro at the Summit of a Palm Tree, and
just about to remove the calibash which had been left to col-

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781108020862
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-02086-2 - Account of the Native Africans in the Neighbourhood of
Sierra Leone, Volume 1

Thomas Winterbottom

Frontmatter

More information

EXPLANATION OF THE PLATES. ix

lect the palm wine. The man at the foot of a tree is giving
the other some instructions. The woman crossing the Savan-
nah is going to the neighbouring town with a load of yams,
oranges, and pine apples. She leads one child by the hand,
and carries the other at her back, secured by a broad cotton
cloth fastened over her breast. See page 61.

Plate V. Represents two young women who have been playing
under the shade of g plantain tree, at the game of palm nuts,
described page 117. The houses resemble those in the Bul-
lom and Timmanee towns, and have each a bunting, or mud
bank, running round the outside.

Plate VL. fig. 1, represents the hill nest, raised by the termites
bellicosi, described page 298.

2 2 a. Turrets by which their hills are raised and enlarged, p. 299.

Fig. 2. A section of fig. 1, as it would appear on being cut
down through the middle from the top, a foot lower than
the surface of the ground, p. 301.

A. A, An horizontal line from A on the left, and a perpendicular
line from A at the bottom, will intersect each other at the royal
chamber, p. 301. The darker shades near it are the empty
apartments and passages, which it seems are left so for the
attendants on the king and queen, who, when old, may re-
quire near one hundred thousand to wait on them every day.
The parts which are the least shaded and dotted are the nur-
series, surrounded, like the royal chamber, by empty passages
on all sides, for the more easy access to them, with the eggs
from the queen, the provision for the young, &c. N. B. The
magazines of provisions are situated without any seeming
order among the vacant passages which surround the nurseries.

B. The top of the interior buildings, which often seems, from the
arches carrying upward, to be adorned on the sides with pin-
nacles, p. 305.

C. The floor of the area or nave, p. 304.

E E. The bridges, p. 307.
Fig. 3. (In the corner of the plate) the first appearance of an hill

nest by two turrets, p. 299.

b
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X EXPLANATION OF THE PLATES.

Fig. 4. A tree, with the nest of the termites arborum, and their
covered way, p. 310.

F. F. F. F. Covered ways of the termites arborum, p. 318.

Fig. 5. A section of the nest of the termites arborum.
6. A nest of the termites bellicosi, with Europeans on it, seem-
ingly observing a vessel at sea, p. 300.
7. A bull standing centinel upon one of these nests, while
the rest of the herd is ruminating below, p. 300.

G. G.G. The African palm trees, from the nuts of which is made
the oleum palme.

Plate VIL fig. 1 and 2. The Turret Nests, with the roofs of the
termes mordax, and a termes atrox as finished, p. 309.

Tlig. 3. A turret, with the roof begun.
4. A turret, raised only half its height.
5. A turret, building upon one which had been thrown down,

p. 309,

6. 6. A turret broken in two.

Plate VIII. fig. 1. A Termes Bellicosus, p. 293, No. 1. and p. 311.
Fig. 2. A king. N.B. A king never alters his form after he loses
his wings, neither does he apparently increase in bulk.

3. A queen, p. 315,
4. The head of a perfect insect magnified.
5. A face, with stemmata magnified, p. 293. No. 1.
6. A labourer, p. 311.
7. A labourer magnified.
8. A soldier, p. 311,
9. A soldier’s forceps, and part of his head magnified, p. 311,
10. The termes mordax, p. 293, No. 2.
11. The face with the stemmata magnified, p. 293, No. 2.
12. A labourer.
13. A soldier.
14. 'The termes atrox, p. 293, No. 3, and p- 308.
15, The face and stemmata magnified, p. 293, No. 3.
16. A labourer.
17. A soldier.
18. Tdem.
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EXPLANATION OF THE PLATES. xi

Fig. 19. The termes destructor, p. 293, No. 4.
20. The face and stemmata magnified, p. 293, No. 4.
21. The termes arborum, p. 293, No. 5, and p. 310.
22. The face and stemmata magnified, p. 293, No. 5.
23, A labourer.
24. A soldier.
25. A queen, p. 317.

N. B. In the figures 5, 11, 15, 20, and 21, the two white spots
between the edges are stemmata.
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