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Women’s Writing

The later twentieth century saw a huge wave of academic interest in women’s
writing, which led to the rediscovery of neglected works from a wide range
of genres, periods and languages. Many books that were immensely popular
and influential in their own day are now studied again, both for their

own sake and for what they reveal about the social, political and cultural
conditions of their time. A pioneering resource in this area is Orlando:
Women’s Writing in the British Isles from the Beginnings to the Present
(http://orlando.cambridge.org), which provides entries on authors’ lives and
writing careers, contextual material, timelines, sets of internal links, and
bibliographies. Its editors have made a major contribution to the selection of
the works reissued in this series within the Cambridge Library Collection,
which focuses on non-fiction publications by women on a wide range of
subjects from astronomy to biography, music to political economy, and
education to prison reform.

Essays on Woman’s Work

Bessie Rayner Parkes (1829-1925) was an English poet, writer and
prominent early feminist best known for her campaigns for women’s right to
work and receive professional training. With Barbara Bodichon (1827-91),
she founded the first English feminist journal, The English Woman’s Review
in 1858. Parkes served as its principal editor between 1858 and 1864. This
volume, first published in 1865 and containing several essays from The
English Woman'’s Review advocates for young middle-class women to be given
the opportunity to work and earn a living in safe conditions with fair pay.
Parkes links the changes in society caused by the Industrial Revolution to
the need for women to work. Her reassurance that married women should
still be supported by their husbands illustrates how Parkes, like many other
feminists, worked within the contemporary social framework and used
existing social norms to justify her aims. For more information on this
author, see http://orlando.cambridge.org/public/svPeople?person id=parkbe

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org/9781108020817

Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-02081-7 - Essays on Woman’s Work
Bessie Rayner Parkes

Frontmatter

More information

Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of
out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of

books that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be
reprinted economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library
Collection extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of
importance to researchers and professionals, either for the source material
they contain, or as landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge
University Library, and guided by the advice of experts in each subject area,
Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art scanning machines
in its own Printing House to capture the content of each book selected for
inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear, crisp image,
and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the Press
is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection will bring back to life books of enduring
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social
sciences and in science and technology.
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Published in the United States of America by Cambridge University Press, New York
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This edition first published 1865
This digitally printed version 2010

ISBN 978-1-108-02081-7 Paperback

This book reproduces the text of the original edition. The content and language reflect
the beliefs, practices and terminology of their time, and have not been updated.

Cambridge University Press wishes to make clear that the book, unless originally published
by Cambridge, is not being republished by, in association or collaboration with, or
with the endorsement or approval of, the original publisher or its successors in title.
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THESE ESSAYS,
COMPOSED DURING EIGHT YEARS PASSED WITH
MANY FELLOW-WORKERS
IN INVESTIGATING THE CONDITION
OF THE EDUCATED WORKING WOMEN OF ENGLAND,
Are Dedicated

TO THE DEAR AND HONOURED MEMORY OF

ANNA JAMESON.
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