
Women’s Writing
The later twentieth century saw a huge wave of academic interest in women’s 
writing, which led to the rediscovery of neglected works from a wide range 
of genres, periods and languages. Many books that were immensely popular 
and influential in their own day are now studied again, both for their 
own sake and for what they reveal about the social, political and cultural 
conditions of their time. A pioneering resource in this area is Orlando: 
Women’s Writing in the British Isles from the Beginnings to the Present 
(http://orlando.cambridge.org), which provides entries on authors’ lives and 
writing careers, contextual material, timelines, sets of internal links, and 
bibliographies. Its editors have made a major contribution to the selection of 
the works reissued in this series within the Cambridge Library Collection, 
which focuses on non-fiction publications by women on a wide range of 
subjects from astronomy to biography, music to political economy, and 
education to prison reform. 

A Woman’s Thoughts About Women
Dinah Craik (1826–87) was a prolific writer of fiction, poetry and essays. She 
was best known for her novels, which appropriated well-worked narratives of 
individuals triumphing over adversity through hard work and moral integrity 
against a backdrop of industrialisation and the ascent of the middle classes. 
The most successful, John Halifax, Gentleman, tells the tale of a boy who 
works his way out of poverty. Craik herself was familiar with hardship: her 
father Thomas Mulock, a nonconformist minister, had spent periods confined 
to a lunatic asylum, and abandoned his children after his wife’s death in 
1854. In this work (originally published serially in Chambers’s Journal of 
Popular Literature, Science and Arts), Craik provided support and advice for 
single women like herself. She was highly critical of learned helplessness and 
advocated independence and cross-class sympathy, believing women should 
‘lead active, intelligent, industrious lives: lives complete in themselves’. For 
more information on this author, see http://orlando.cambridge.org/public/
svPeople?person_id=craidi
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of 
out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of 
books that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be 
reprinted economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library 
Collection extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of 
importance to researchers and professionals, either for the source material 
they contain, or as landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge 
University Library, and guided by the advice of experts in each subject area, 
Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art scanning machines 
in its own Printing House to capture the content of each book selected for 
inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear, crisp image, 
and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the Press 
is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology 
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for 
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection will bring back to life books of enduring 
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other 
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social 
sciences and in science and technology. 
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