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The books reissued in this series include accounts of historical events and
movements by eye-witnesses and contemporaries, as well as landmark
studies that assembled significant source materials or developed new
historiographical methods. The series includes work in social, political and
military history on a wide range of periods and regions, giving modern
scholars ready access to influential publications of the past.

The Crisis of the Sugar Colonies

Written as four public letters, this book condemns the intention by the
French to reinstate older slavery practices on its colonies in the West Indies.
James Stephen (1758-1832) was a lawyer who, after moving to St Kitts with
his family to earn a living, became a supporter of the abolition movement.
On his return to London in 1794, Stephen became involved with the
anti-slavery group, the Clapham Sect, whose members included William
Wilberforce, and with whom Stephen developed a lifelong friendship.
Elected as a Member of Parliament in 1808, Stephen contributed to drafting
legislation for slave registration on the island of Trinidad, which became a
model for other slave colonies. Stephen believed that the reinstatement of
older slavery practices on French colonies in the West Indies would lead to
slave revolts, and have significant consequences for the neighbouring British
colonies. This work was published in London in 1802.
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out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of

books that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be
reprinted economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library
Collection extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of
importance to researchers and professionals, either for the source material
they contain, or as landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge
University Library, and guided by the advice of experts in each subject area,
Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art scanning machines
in its own Printing House to capture the content of each book selected for
inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear, crisp image,
and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the Press
is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection will bring back to life books of enduring
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social
sciences and in science and technology.
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THE CRISIS OF

SUGAR COLONIES;

AN ENQUIRY

INTO THE

OBJECTS AND PROBABLE EFFECTS

OF THE

ffrench Crpedition

THE WEST INDIES;

And their Connection with the
COLONIAL INTERESTS OF THE BRITISH EMPIRE.

TO WHICH ARE SUBJOINED,

SKETCHES OF 4 PLAN

FOR SETTLING THE

VACANT LANDS

TRINIDADA.

IN FOUR LETTERS

TO THE

Ricur Hox. HENRY ADDINGTON,

CHANCELLOR OF THE EXCHEQUER, &c.

Lonvon:
PRINTED FOR J. HATCHARD,
Bookseller to Her Majesty, No. 190, (Opposite York House, ) Piccadilly,
-—QQ“QQQ——.

1802.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781108020473
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-02047-3 - The Crisis of the Sugar Colonies
James Stephen

Frontmatter

More information

ADVERTISEMENT.

"THAT the Reader may not suppose the
general views of West India affairs which
are disclosed in these sheets to have been
suggested or influenced by the news lately
received from St. Domingo, it may be
proper to apprise him that three of the
Letters, and great part of the fourth, were
printed before the Public was possessed
of any intelligence respecting the arrival
of the French Expedition at that Island.

In fact this work was commenced very
early in the year, and was nearly finished
a month ago, though private avocations
and other causes have till now unavoidably
delayed its completion, and retarded its
progress through the press.

March 27, 1802,
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that a restitution of the old slavery is the
true object which the West India expedition
is designed to accomplish.

LETTER IL

The probable issue of the expedition as far as
relates to the French Colonies enquired into.
—Motives that will induce the negroes to
resist.—Their means of resistance.—General
difficulties of West India war.—Their nature
and causes explained.—Comparative advan-
tages possessed by negro troops.—Means of
repelling invasion arising from the face of the
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country and the climate.— Difficulties of heep-
ing the negroes in subjection if conquered, and
of restoring permanently the former system of

bondage.

LETTER IIL

The probable consequences of the expedition
more immediately affecting the interest of
Great Britain in the West Indies considered.
—1st, Consequences of the total failure of
the enterprise.—2d, Those of a middle event
or compromise; or of an immediate agree-
ment on the basis of the liberty of the ne-
groes.—3d, Probable effects of the entire
success of the supposed enterprise of the Re-
public.—Dangers towhich the British Islands

will in either of these cases be exposed.

LETTER IV.

Measures that the prospects opened in the former
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mended.— Means of defence that ought to be
prepared in our West India Islands.—Right
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sale of the Crown lands ought at least to be
deferred—Moral wiew of the question of
opening a new slave Colony after the resolu-
tions of the House of Commons in 1792.—
Innocent uses that may be made of this
Island. —Its commercial advantages.—The
practicability of cultivating the uncleared
lands by the labour of free negroes.—General
suggestions on that head.—Conclusion.
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