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Women’s Writing

The later twentieth century saw a huge wave of academic interest in women’s
writing, which led to the rediscovery of neglected works from a wide range
of genres, periods and languages. Many books that were immensely popular
and influential in their own day are now studied again, both for their

own sake and for what they reveal about the social, political and cultural
conditions of their time. A pioneering resource in this area is Orlando:
Women’s Writing in the British Isles from the Beginnings to the Present
(http://orlando.cambridge.org), which provides entries on authors’ lives and
writing careers, contextual material, timelines, sets of internal links, and
bibliographies. Its editors have made a major contribution to the selection of
the works reissued in this series within the Cambridge Library Collection,
which focuses on non-fiction publications by women on a wide range of
subjects from astronomy to biography, music to political economy, and
education to prison reform.

A Few Words to the Jews

Charlotte Montefiore (1818-54) published A Few Words to the Jews
anonymously in 1853. The volume is a collection of nine essays on Anglo-
Jewish life, covering topics including the Sabbath, Jewish women, religious
reform and practice, Jewish materialism, immorality, the idea of truth,

and religious festivals. The essays, like Montefiore’s collection of didactic
short stories, The Cheap Jewish Library, and her novel, Caleb Asher, carry

a strong message of social justice. Montefiore, a wealthy, aristocratic and
influential Jew, was deeply involved in social welfare and the education of
young people within her community, establishing a number of foundations
to aid underprivileged Jews, including the Jewish Emigration Society. In

A Few Words Montefiore argued her case against social inequality and
economic exploitation within Jewish communities. This is a rare example of
nineteenth-century Anglo-Jewish writing, offering a fascinating insight into
the social life and politics of Victorian Jews. For more information on this

author, see http://orlando.cambridge.org/public/svPeople?person id=montc2
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of
out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of

books that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be
reprinted economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library
Collection extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of
importance to researchers and professionals, either for the source material
they contain, or as landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge
University Library, and guided by the advice of experts in each subject area,
Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art scanning machines
in its own Printing House to capture the content of each book selected for
inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear, crisp image,
and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the Press
is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection will bring back to life books of enduring
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social
sciences and in science and technology.
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Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781108020367
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This edition first published 1853
This digitally printed version 2010

ISBN 978-1-108-02036-7 Paperback

This book reproduces the text of the original edition. The content and language reflect
the beliefs, practices and terminology of their time, and have not been updated.

Cambridge University Press wishes to make clear that the book, unless originally published
by Cambridge, is not being republished by, in association or collaboration with, or
with the endorsement or approval of, the original publisher or its successors in title.
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London: Printed by Woodfall and Kinder,
Angel Court, Skinner Street.
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