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Women’s Writing

The later twentieth century saw a huge wave of academic interest in women’s
writing, which led to the rediscovery of neglected works from a wide range
of genres, periods and languages. Many books that were immensely popular
and influential in their own day are now studied again, both for their

own sake and for what they reveal about the social, political and cultural
conditions of their time. A pioneering resource in this area is Orlando:
Women’s Writing in the British Isles from the Beginnings to the Present
(http://orlando.cambridge.org), which provides entries on authors’ lives and
writing careers, contextual material, timelines, sets of internal links, and
bibliographies. Its editors have made a major contribution to the selection of
the works reissued in this series within the Cambridge Library Collection,
which focuses on non-fiction publications by women on a wide range of
subjects from astronomy to biography, music to political economy, and
education to prison reform.

Sketches of English Literature

Clara Lucas Balfour (1808-1878) published Sketches of English Literature

in 1852. The work surveys the development of English literature from the
revival of letters in the fourteenth century to the literary controversies of the
mid-nineteenth. Balfour places a special focus on the work of women writers.
The first chapters consider the impact of the Renaissance and Reformation,
the development of printing, and the publication of early vernacular Bibles
on English literature; and examine the work of a number of Elizabethan
writers, including Spenser and Shakespeare. The survey continues with
evaluations of later writers including Milton, Dryden and a number of
female poets. Later chapters analyse the influence of science on literature
and the work concludes with an examination of nineteenth-century socially
conscious literature. Balfour’s lively and accessible style ensured that the
work became a favourite of educated Victorians. It is a classic of popular
nineteenth-century literature. For more information on this author, see
http://orlando.cambridge.org/public/svPeople?person_id=balfcl
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of
out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of

books that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be
reprinted economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library
Collection extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of
importance to researchers and professionals, either for the source material
they contain, or as landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge
University Library, and guided by the advice of experts in each subject area,
Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art scanning machines
in its own Printing House to capture the content of each book selected for
inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear, crisp image,
and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the Press
is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection will bring back to life books of enduring
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social
sciences and in science and technology.
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PREFACE.

Tur following pages aim at presenting in a
familiar and compendious form a general sketch
of the progress of our English Literature since
the revival of letters in Europe until our own time.
Many voluminous and admirable works have
treated this subject in its different departments at
large. The general or the young reader, however,
who is but just beginning to select from, and to feel
an interest in, our standard literature; and the
female reader who snatches from daily duties brief
opportunities for reading, can scarcely be expected
or induced to go at once to studies so comprehen-
sive. To these, it is thought, a book would be
useful that aims to lead them by a plain path to
the sources of the stream of riodern English lite-

rature, and marks out to them its fertilising and
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iv PREFACE.

rapid course through the four last, and most im-

portant, centuries.

Considerable prominence has been given in

these pages to the labours of poets.

Because

great poets not only give form, power, and beauty

to a nation’s language, but feed the secret springs

that render its general literature copious and

varied.

The desire of the writer is to stimulate rather

than to satisfy a love of reading, and a taste for

the writings of our best authors; and to point

out names and events that have either constituted

important literary eras in our land, or led to the

mental advancement of the people.
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