
Religion
For centuries, scripture and theology were the focus of prodigious amounts 
of scholarship and publishing, dominated in the English-speaking world 
by the work of Protestant Christians. Enlightenment philosophy and 
science, anthropology, ethnology and the colonial experience all brought 
new perspectives, lively debates and heated controversies to the study of 
religion and its role in the world, many of which continue to this day. This 
series explores the editing and interpretation of religious texts, the history of 
religious ideas and institutions, and not least the encounter between religion 
and science. 

An Inquiry Concerning the Origin of Christianity
Charles Christian Hennell (1809–1850) was a theological writer best known 
for his association with and influence on George Eliot. First published in 
1838, this volume contains Hennell’s deconstruction of the Bible to separate 
the historical character of Jesus from later myths which became incorporated 
into Christianity. Hennell examines the Gospels and other parts of the New 
and Old Testaments which are concerned with Jesus, demonstrating that 
all miraculous events can be explained without reference to supernatural 
intervention and emphasising the importance of the historical context. 
Despite Hennell’s unorthodox conclusions this volume is not intended as an 
attack on Christianity, which Hennell praises as the ‘purest form of natural 
religion’. This volume is described as his most important theological work 
and is one of the Biblical criticisms which inspired George Eliot to question 
her faith in the 1840’s. Hennell’s 1839 work Christian Theism is also included 
in this volume.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of 
out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of 
books that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be 
reprinted economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library 
Collection extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of 
importance to researchers and professionals, either for the source material 
they contain, or as landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge 
University Library, and guided by the advice of experts in each subject area, 
Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art scanning machines 
in its own Printing House to capture the content of each book selected for 
inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear, crisp image, 
and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the Press 
is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology 
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for 
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection will bring back to life books of enduring 
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other 
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social 
sciences and in science and technology. 
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