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recreation. Explorers from Columbus to Cook charted lands not previously
visited by Western travellers, and were followed by merchants, missionaries,
and colonists, who wrote accounts of their experiences. The development of
steam power in the nineteenth century provided opportunities for increasing
numbers of ‘ordinary’ people to travel further, more economically, and more
safely, and resulted in great enthusiasm for travel writing among the reading
public. Works included in this series range from first-hand descriptions of
previously unrecorded places, to literary accounts of the strange habits of
foreigners, to examples of the burgeoning numbers of guidebooks produced
to satisfy the needs of a new kind of traveller - the tourist.

The River of Golden Sand

William Gill (1843-1883) was an explorer and commissioned officer in

the Royal Engineers. After inheriting a fortune from a distant relative in
1871, Gill decided to remain in Army and use his inheritance to finance
explorations of remote countries, satisfying his love of travel and gathering
intelligence for the British government. He was awarded a gold medal by
the Royal Geographical Society in 1879 for his scientific observations on his
expeditions. This two volume work, first published in 1880, is Gill’s account
of his expedition from Chengdu, China through Sichuan, along the eastern
edge of Tibet via Litang, to Bhamo in Burma, a region little explored by
westerners before him. Gill describes in vivid detail the cultures, societies
and settlements of the region, and their political and economic systems.
Volume 2 recounts his travels across the plateau to the upper reaches of the
Irrawaddy, partly retracing Marco Polo’s route.
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Errata v Vol, I,

Page 52 line 5 from foot, fo ¢ Chin-Sha-Ching ’ read ¢ Chin-Sha-Chiang.’

»

53
166

81
185
196
229
230
253
258
259
259
262
264
269

269
278
280
308

312

3167,

327
327
330
360
368

3

»

”

»

7 from foot, for ¢ Sun-Pan-T’ing ’ read ¢ Sung-T’an-T’'ing.’
5 from foot, for ¢ Le-ka-ndo " read ¢ La-Ka-Ndo.’
4

10} For ¢sieh-T’ai’ read < Hsieh-T’ai.’

27

4 from foot, for ¢above the Dong’ read ‘above Dong.’

4, for ‘nestled’ read ¢ which nestled.’

og} Jor ¢ Chin-Chu’ »ead ¢Chiu-Chu.)

11
15 |
4
2
13 insert full-stop after diameter; the word ¢‘rising’

commencing a hew paragraph.
16 alter semicolon to comma after the word ¢ woods.’
4, for <have’ read ‘had.’
19, for ¢ Chin-Ch’uan ’ 27¢ad ¢ Chien-Ch’nan.’
1-3, for ‘thereby’ read <although; and for ¢Tao-Tai.
According ’ 7cad ¢ Tao-Tai, according * &c.
7. The date ¢ October 5’ should be inserted here.
The German map is one compiled by Bergha,us.
9 from foot, for ¢ T'ieh’ read ¢ T'ien.’
4 » for¢ Yang -Pi’ read < Yung- P’mg
10, fm- ¢ Yung-Chang ’ read ¢ Yung-Ch’ang.’
7 from foot, for ¢ veiled’ read ¢vailed.’
25, for ¢ Chin-Ch'éng’ r¢cad ¢ Kan-Ngai-Chiu-Ch’éng.’

for ¢ Kung-Chit * seed ¢ Shio-gung-Chu.
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