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REFLECTIONS

UPON
THE EDUCATION OF CHILDREN

IN

CHARITY SCHOOLS, &

Havixe formed 2 plan for a courfe of in-
ftruction peculiarly adapted to the children of
the poor, and prepared feveral articles of it for
publication, I thought it incumbent upon me
to explain my muotives for an undertaking,
which to fome may appear {uperfluous, and
to others afluming, fince the world already
abounds with elementary books for Charity
Schools, many of which were written by
authors of the moft eminent abilities, and
higheft reputation.

But firft I fhall beg leave to {ubmit to
the confideration of the benevolent a few
hints which experience and obfervation have
fuggefted to my mind, concerning thofe
inftitutions which afford gratuitous inftruc-
tion to the children of the poor, more parti-
cularly fuch as are diftinguithed from Sunday

A2 Schools
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Schools and Schools of Induftry, by the name of

CuariTy ScHoOLS,

The important queftion, Whether it is
confiftent with found policy to beftow edu-
cation upon children in the loweft claffes of
life, has employed the pens of fome of our
beft writers in the laft and prefent centuries;
and we may judge from the wonderful increafe
of fchools fupported by charitable contribu-
tions, that it is at length generally decided in
the affirmative.

The objedion againft giving learning to
the poor, left it raife them above their fitua-
tion, 1s completely obviated by making fuch
learning as general as pofiible ; for then it
ceafes to give pre-eminence, or to be a diflinc-
tion, and muft eventually qualify all better to
fill their refpective ftations in fociety : and
nothing could be thought of {o well calculated
to diffuie a moderate and ufeful thare of learn-
ing among the lower orders of people, as thefe
fchools. To this I may add, that as literature
has made tuch confiderable advances in the
kingdom, the poor {feem to have a juft
claim to more liberal inftru@ion than
was formerly allotted to them. But there
ftil fubfift various opinions in refpe& to

the
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the manner in which they ought to be
educated, more particularly, whether the
mode of religions infiruction adopted at the firft
eftablithed CuarITY ScHooLs, in this king-
dom, fhould be continued in them, and extend
to the inftitutions of the prefent day; or whe-
ther charity children in general, but parti-
cularly thofe trained in Sunday Schools,and Day
Schools of Indufiry, thould not be taught upon

a plan limited chiefly to leffons of morality.
Itis well known that thofe ufeful eftablith-
ments, for which the nation is originally in-
debted to the wifdom and piety of our ancef-
tors, and in which many thoufands of children
are conftantly training in habits of piety,
virtue, and decorum, have owed their chief
fupport, from the beginning, to annual fub-
feriptions and voluntary benefadtions, col-
lected at the preaching of charity fermons;
we cannot therefore wonder that fome of the
truftees and managers of Charity Schools,
from zeal for their welfare, thould at firft have
viewed with a jealous eye the rapid progrefs
of other inftitutions for the infitruction of
poor children, from an apprehenfion that the
fuccefs of the one might interfere with the
interefts of the other, as they mutually depend
A3 on
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on the fame means for fupport. But Sunday
Schools and Schools of Induftry have already
exifted long enough to prove that thefe fears
were 1ll-grounded; for the beneficence of
the prefent age is proportionate to its opu-
lence, and every fpecies of charity meets with
ready contributors; fo that there cannot be
any real danger of the decay of Charity Schools,
if they be properly conducted. Nothing can
give Sunday Sckeols and Schools of Indufiry a
preference to them, unlefs they afford better
inftru&ion.

Itis much to be lamented, that inftitutions
refpectively calculated, by their refle¢tive and
united benefits, to complete the long-defired
end, of educating all degrees of people in the
lower ranks of life {uirably to their various
ftations and callings, fhoula ever be regarded
in the light of rivalfhip and competition.
Charity Scheols hold out fuch fuperior advan-
tages, in fome refpes, as to give them a de-
cided pre eminence over all the fubfiting
eftablitbments for gratuitous inftru&ion, as
the money collected for them is ufually fuffi-
cient to afford clothing to the children, as
well as learning; and in many Charity Schools

the children are entirely maintained in the
houfe,
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houfe, and fome of them afterwards appren-
ticed to trades and manufactures.

But Sunday Schools and Schools of Indufiry,
thoughthe emolumentsof thechildren are lefs,
are of equal importance with the above in-
ftitutions, as theyafford inftrution tounlimit-
ed numbers of children, who could not be
admitted into Gharity Schools, on account of
the expenfe attending them; neither could
fuch multitudes be trained up as Charsty Chil-
dren are, without great injury to fociety: for,
however defirable it may be to refcue the
lower kinds of people from that deplorable
ftate of ignorance in which the greateft part
of them were for a long time fuffered to re-
main, it cannot be right to train them 2/ in a
way which will moft probably raife their ideas
above the very loweft occupations of life, and
difqualify them for thofe fervile offices which
muft be filled by fome of the members of the
community, and in which they may be equal-
ly happy with the higheft, if they will do their
duty.

Many ill confequences are obferved to arife
among the higher orders of people from edu-
cating the children of perfons whofe opulence
is the fruit of theirown induftry, and who have

A 4 made
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made themfelves refpeCtable without the aid
of literary acquirements, together with thofe
whofe parents are of high rank and indepen-
dent fortune ; but this injudicious practice we
cannot expect to fee abolithed while in the
education of youth fo much regard is paid to
externals, and fo little to the regulation of the
heart and the improvement of the under-
ftanding. It will, however, readily be allow-
ed, that the children of the poor thould not
be educated in fuch a manner as to fet them
above the occupations of humble life, orfo as
to make them uncomfortable among their
equals, and ambitious of affociating with per-
fons moving in a higher {phere, with whom
they cannot pofiibly vie in expenfe or appear-

ance without manifeft injury to themfelves.
But there are degrees of poverty as well as
of opulence; and if it be improper to educate
the children of the higher claffes promif-
cuoufly, it furely muft be equally fo to place
all the children of the poor upon the fame
footing, without any regard to the different
circumftances of their parents, or their own
genius and capacity. It would be thought
very cruel to fend the child, or orphan, of a
pious clergyman, or a refpetable but reduced
tradefman,
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tradefman, to be brought up among the
offspring of thieves and vagabonds in the
{chools fo happily and judicioufly founded for
thofe moft wretched of all poor children, by
the Philanthropic Society ; and it would ap=
pear very abfurd to fend a boy defigned for
hufbandry to the Marine Society, to be edu-
cated in the art of navigation,

Yet nothing is more common than to mix
poor children together in Charity Schaols,
whofe feparate claims to the fuperior advana
tages which thefe inftitutions hold out, are by
no means equal, and whofe mental abilities
will bear no comparifon,

It would be juftly deemed very illiberal to
refufe to lads of bright parts, and uncommon
a@ivity of mind, the learning which Charity
Schools afford, and confign them to the labours
of the field; but is it not equally injurious,
both to fociety and individuals, to condemn
thofe who are invincibly dull and ftupid to
literary ftudies, as irkfome to them as the
moft fervile occupations are to boys of quick
parts and afpiring tempers ?

If there be among the poor children of 3
parifh any who have been born to good prof-
pects, who have enjoyed in their earlief} years

the
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the comforts of affluence, and who ftill have
refpectable conneions, it will be an a& of
particular kindnefs to place them in Charity
Schools, where they will receive fuch an edu-
cation as may hereafter prove a means of re-
ftoring them to their former ftation. And if
there be others whofe bright genius breaks
through the thick clouds of ignorance and
poverty, reafon and humanity plead in their
behalf, that they fhould be indulged with fuch
tuition as may enable them to advance theme
felves, by the exertion of their abilities, to a
higher ftation, and fill it with propriety. It
certainly would be very unjuftifiable to deny
fuch children a chance of bettering their con-
dition.

For a confiderable length of time it has
been the ufual cuftom to admit boys and
girls into Charity Schools from the principle
of lightening the burden of their parents,
without any particular regard to their ca-
pacity for learning. Indeed, before the ef-
tablifthment of Sunday Schools, there was
no opportunity of giving them a probationary
trial; but the happy period is at length ar-
rived, which affords fuitable inftru&ion for
poor children of all defcriptions, for there

is
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is fcarcely an employment or condition in
humble life to which there is not a fchool
adapted ; the great difficulty feems to be, to
form an accurate judgment of the objetts
for each particular charity, in order to make
a proper felection of them.

In CuariTy Scroors a comprehenfive
plan of tuition holds forth advantages pro-
per for the fir/ degree among the lower ora
ders, who in thefe feminaries might be qua-
lified for teachers in fchools fupported by
charity, for apprentices to common trades,
and for domeftic fervants in refpeGtable fami-
lies.

Day ScuooLsor INpDUSTRY, by mixingla-
bour with learning. are particularly eligible
for fuch children as are afterwards to be em-
ployed in manufactures, and other inferior
offices in life, as well as for training thofe
who are ufually called common fervants.

And Sunpay Scuoors, while they hold
out religious inftruction fuitable to all de-
grees of poor children, furnifh a fufficient
portion of learning * for fuch as cannot be

* Excepting in the articles of writing and accounts, a
little of which one could wifh all the poor might obtaih,

though the fabbath day is net the proper time for thefe ac-
quirements.

fpared
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fpared on week-days from the labours of the
plough, or other occupations by which they
contribute to the fupport of families.

Sunday Schools may alfo ferve (as was be-
fore hinted) as probationary {chools to try
the capacities of children previoufly to their
admiffion into Charity Schools.

Could this diftribution of learning be uni-
verfally made, I am perfuaded a very mate-
rial objeétion to Charity Schools would be
effeCtually done away: for by this means
children endowed by nature with good ca-
pacities, would be put in the way to im-
prove them; and others, to whom liberal
inflru&ion would be no benefit, would be
prevented from lofing that time over books
which they might turn to more advantage
by employing it in manual occupations.

It appears from the account of Charity
Schools given by the Society for the Propagation
of Chriftian Knowledge, that there have been
no lefs that 1631 of thefe {chools eftablifhed
in Great Britain fince the reformation; in
which, allowing for the deficiency occafioned
by fome of them having been fuffered to
drop, there are ftill 40,000 children educated
annually.

At
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