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the writings of his mentors in Cambridge and elsewhere, and a survey of the
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The Different Forms of Flowers on
Plants of the Same Species

After the publication of On the Origin of Species in 1859 Darwin became
fascinated with the potential for botanical experiments to provide evidence
for the process of evolution. First published in 1877, this volume is based
on a series of papers concerning heterostylous plants (species which
produce different types of flowers) originally published in the Journal of the
Proceedings of the Linnaen Society in 1862. Linnaeus had divided the sexual
relations of flowers into four groups, which Darwin uses as the structure for
this volume. Darwin examines in detail plants which produce different flower
forms, presenting his conclusions in terms of adaptive evolution and so
providing the first functional interpretation of heterostyly. He demonstrates
that these plants are adapted for cross-fertillisation, not self-fertilisation as
was widely believed. The concepts which Darwin introduces in this volume
continue to provide the basis for research into plant reproductive biology.
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Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge
University Library, and guided by the advice of experts in each subject area,
Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art scanning machines
in its own Printing House to capture the content of each book selected for
inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear, crisp image,
and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the Press
is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection will bring back to life books of enduring
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social
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