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Books of enduring scholarly value

Travel and Exploration

The history of travel writing dates back to the Bible, Caesar, the Vikings

and the Crusaders, and its many themes include war, trade, science and
recreation. Explorers from Columbus to Cook charted lands not previously
visited by Western travellers, and were followed by merchants, missionaries,
and colonists, who wrote accounts of their experiences. The development of
steam power in the nineteenth century provided opportunities for increasing
numbers of ‘ordinary’ people to travel further, more economically, and more
safely, and resulted in great enthusiasm for travel writing among the reading
public. Works included in this series range from first-hand descriptions of
previously unrecorded places, to literary accounts of the strange habits of
foreigners, to examples of the burgeoning numbers of guidebooks produced
to satisfy the needs of a new kind of traveller - the tourist.

New Zealand

George Augustus Selwyn (1809-1878) was the first Anglican Bishop of New
Zealand, with Selwyn College, Cambridge later named in his honour. New
Zealand was declared an independent British colony in 1841 and the Diocese
of New Zealand was established in the same year. After graduating from St.
John’s College, Cambridge in 1831, Selwyn had been ordained priest in 1834
and consecrated as the first Bishop of New Zealand in 1841. This volume,
first published in 1844 contains a series of journals and letters written by
Selwyn during his first two years in New Zealand. He provides an intimate
and detailed description of the organisation and society of the new colony
and the growth of new settlements including Auckland and Wellington. He
also describes the landscape and lives of the Maori in remote areas mostly
untouched by colonisation, providing a fascinating account of the early
history of colonial New Zealand.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of
out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of

books that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be
reprinted economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library
Collection extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of
importance to researchers and professionals, either for the source material
they contain, or as landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge
University Library, and guided by the advice of experts in each subject area,
Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art scanning machines
in its own Printing House to capture the content of each book selected for
inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear, crisp image,
and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the Press
is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection will bring back to life books of enduring
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social
sciences and in science and technology.
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PREFACE.

UV

THE islands of New Zealand, the inhabitants
of which are almost our exact antipodes, were

first discovered by Tasman, the Dutch navi-

gator, in 1642. The extent and character,

however, of the islands (three in number) were

not ascertained until the voyages of Captain
Cook in 1769 and 1774. After that time the
coasts were occasionally visited by persons en-

gaged in the whale fishery, and some commu-

nication was held with the natives; but no
permanent settlement in the islands appears to
have been made by any Europeans until about
the year 1815, when the Rev. S. Marsden, and
some other Missionaries of the Church Mis-
sionary Society, passed over thither from Syd-
ney, for the purpose of preaching the Gospel
to the barbarous inhabitants of those islands.
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iv PREFACE.

They established their first station in the
Bay of Islands, which lies towards the north
of the northern island: and it is impos-
sible to speak with too much admiration and
praise of the self-denial and zeal and patience
with which they prosecuted their holy labours.
This has been thankfully acknowledged by
all persons interested in the welfare of New
Zealand ; and by no one more fully than by
the present Bishop, who having occasion, while at
Sydney, to make a public address on the sub-
ject, thus alluded to the labours of the first
Christian Missionaries in his new Diocese :—

“The name of Samuel Marsden is indeed a memo-
rable one in connexion with New Zealand. I cannot
help thinking of the state of New Zealand now, and
comparing it with that eventful night when, after try-
ing for two years to get a vessel to take him there,
but prevented by the savage character of the natives,
Samuel Marsden at length succeeded, and, landing,
slept there in safety, with the spears of the savages
stuck around the stone on which, like Jacob, he had
laid his head for a pillow; and it is to the exertions
of Mr. Marsden and his companions that, under God,
the difference is owing.”

Through the mission thus set on foot by the
Church Missionary Society, a regular inter-
course was established between this country
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PREFACE. v

and New Zealand. No British authority, how-
ever, was constituted there until the year 1835,
when an officer was sent, acting in subor-
dination to the Governor of New South
Wales. In 1839 the New Zealand Company
was formed, for the purpose of colonizing the
islands, which in 1841 were declared to be an
independent colony, with a Governor and other
local authorities. Emigrants have been sent
thither in large numbers, both by the Govern-
ment and the Company; and at the making
up of the last returns, it was calculated that
there were 10,000 Europeans in the northern
island.

Civilization has thus been rapidly advancing;
and, at the same time, that far more important
work (without which civilization would be of
little value), the spread of the (rospel, has
also, under God’s good providence, been carried
on with a success, unexampled, it is believed, in
the history of later Christian Missions. The
Clergy of the Church Missionary Society had,
from the first establishment of the Mission, been
prosecuting their holy work with unwearied
zeal. They had found, indeed, many difficulties
to contend with, especially from the migratory
habits of the people; but even this was made,
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vi PREFACE.

by God’s goodness, to turn to the furtherance of
the Gospel. The Missionary often mentioned
it as a discouraging circumstance, that when
he had had a few natives for some time under
instruction, and was beginning to see the
fruit of his labours, they suddenly left him
for some other part of the country; but he
afterwards learnt, we are told, “to see the hand
of God herein, for these people taught others
far and wide, where no Missionary had ever
been.”

Of the Clergymen engaged in the Mission
on the Bishop’s arrival, he writes thus :—

« I am much pleased with the Missionary Clergymen
whom I have seen here. They seem to be very zealous
and able Ministers; and I think myself happy in having
under me a body of men in whom I shall see so much
to commend and so little to reprove. The state of the
Mission is really wonderfully good, considering the
difficulties against which they have had to contend.”

Since the establishment of the colony, the
Rev. J. F. Churton has been acting as resident
Chaplain at Auckland, being supported partly
by the Government, and partly by the Society
for the Propagation of the Gospel.

Hitherto New Zealand, as being a depen-
dency of New South Wales, had been under
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PREFACE. vii

the ecclesiastical jurisdiction of the Bishop of
Australia, who visited the islands at the end of
the year 1838, held an Ordination and two
Confirmations, and consecrated burial-grounds
at Paihia and Kororarika. This connexion,
however, ceased on the separation of the colony
from that of New South Wales ; and an appli-
cation was immediately made to Government
to constitute the islands of New Zealand into
an independent Diocese.

This step had indeed been contemplated and
desired from the first foundation of the colony.
A Society, called the New Zealand Church
Society, had been established almost for this
express purpose; and the directors of the New
Zealand Company had not only expressed
themselves favourable to the design, but had
voted considerable grants of money and land
towards the accomplishment of the object.

The Bishop of London, in his letter of April
1840, to the Archbishop of Canterbury, on
the subject of Additional Colonial Bishoprics,
alluded to this feeling on the part of the Com-
pany, and mentioned New Zealand as one of
the colonies in which a Bishopric ought to be
established : and in the Declaration on the same
subject issued by the Archbishops and Bishops,
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viii PREFACE.

in the month of June in the following year, it
was sald,— In the first instance, we propose
that an Episcopal See be established at the
seat of Government in New Zealand, offers
having been already made which appear to
obviate all difficulty as to endowment.”

Shortly afterwards it was announced that
the Government had acceded to this arrange-
ment; and on the 17th of October, 1841, the
Rev. George Augustus Selwyn, late Fellow
of St. John’s College, Cambridge, was conse-
crated as the first Bishop of the new See. He
sailed from Plymouth on the 26th of December,
in the ship Tomatin, accompanied by Mrs. Sel-
wyn, and their little boy, together with five
Clergymen, and three Catechists, candidates for
Holy Orders.

After a most happy and prosperous voyage,
which the Almighty seemed to bless in a pecu-
liar manner, the Bishop and his party reached
Sydney on the 14th of April, 1842, and on the
following Sunday public thanksgivings were
offered up in the church of St. James for
their safe arrival. After remaining a short
time, in order to confer with the Bishop of
Australia on the important matters connected
with the new diocese, the Bishop again set sail
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PREFACE. ix

for New Zealand, where he landed on the 30th
of May.

Much of the subsequent history of the Mis-
sion may be learnt from the Bishop’s letters to
the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel,
to which are added some extracts from his
Journal of a tour of Visitation through the
more important parts of the diocese, contained
in a series of letters to his family, through
whose kindness they are now allowed to be
published.

It should be stated that both the Map which
accompanies this volume, and Wyld’s Map,
to which the Bishop frequently alludes, were
published before accurate information had been
obtained as to the geography of many parts of
New Zealand. Mr. Wyld is now about to
publish a new edition of his Map.

C.B.D.

79, ParL MaLL,
August, 1844,
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