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historiographical methods. The series includes work in social, political and
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Some New Sources for
the Life of Blessed Agnes of Bohemia

Walter Seton’s 1915 book focuses on one of the key, understudied figures of
the early Franciscan movement. Abbess of the Convent of Prague, Blessed
Agnes was central to the establishment of the Order of Saint Clare. She
presented persuasive arguments to convince the Holy See to permit female
Franciscans to live according to their Rule and practise voluntary poverty.
Seton’s edition, drawn from manuscripts in German libraries, includes the
oldest extant Latin version of Agnes’s Life together with a fifteenth-century
German version and German copies of four letters she received from Saint
Clare. Praised in the English Historical Review in 1916 for its ‘admirable
thoroughness, this edition sheds new light on Blessed Agnes, whose
importance was long overshadowed by her more prominent contemporaries,
Saint Clare and Saint Elizabeth of Hungary, her cousin. This reissue makes
this valuable primary material accessible again to scholars working on
Franciscan history and medieval women’s spirituality.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of
out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of

books that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be
reprinted economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library
Collection extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of
importance to researchers and professionals, either for the source material
they contain, or as landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge
University Library, and guided by the advice of experts in each subject area,
Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art scanning machines
in its own Printing House to capture the content of each book selected for
inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear, crisp image,
and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the Press
is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection will bring back to life books of enduring
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social
sciences and in science and technology.
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This book reproduces the text of the original edition. The content and language reflect
the beliefs, practices and terminology of their time, and have not been updated.
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HOW OUR LORD AND OUR LADY CAME TO SAINT CLARE
ON HER DEATHBED.

{(From MS. M.281 Royal Library, Dresden.)
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AND
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BY
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[Thesis approved for the Degree of Doctor of Literature in the
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