
History
The books reissued in this series include accounts of historical events and 
movements by eye-witnesses and contemporaries, as well as landmark 
studies that assembled significant source materials or developed new 
historiographical methods. The series includes work in social, political and 
military history on a wide range of periods and regions, giving modern 
scholars ready access to influential publications of the past.

Blessed Giles of Assisi
One of the original disciples of Saint Francis, Blessed Giles of Assisi preached 
a message of poverty and penance throughout Italy, the Holy Land, and 
North Africa before turning to a life of contemplation. His Life, here edited 
and translated by Walter Seton, offers valuable perspectives on this devout 
man, who strove not just to follow but to embody the Franciscan Rule. Seton 
analyses the sources for the short and long versions of the Life, arguing 
influentially that the Short Life represents the earlier, more authentic 
recension. His 1918 edition was based upon a previously unnoticed version 
of the Short Life contained in Oxford, Bodleian Library, MS Canonici Misc. 
528. Facing-page Latin and English make the text accessible to students and 
experts alike. A vital addition to Franciscan studies when first published, this 
important work is now available to a new generation of scholars.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of 
out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of 
books that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be 
reprinted economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library 
Collection extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of 
importance to researchers and professionals, either for the source material 
they contain, or as landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge 
University Library, and guided by the advice of experts in each subject area, 
Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art scanning machines 
in its own Printing House to capture the content of each book selected for 
inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear, crisp image, 
and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the Press 
is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology 
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for 
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection will bring back to life books of enduring 
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other 
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social 
sciences and in science and technology. 
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This edition first published 1918
This digitally printed version 2010

ISBN 978-1-108-01759-6 Paperback

This book reproduces the text of the original edition. The content and language reflect 
the beliefs, practices and terminology of their time, and have not been updated.

Cambridge University Press wishes to make clear that the book, unless originally published 
by Cambridge, is not being republished by, in association or collaboration with, or 

with the endorsement or approval of, the original publisher or its successors in title. 
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