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Anthropology

The first use of the word ‘anthropology’ in English was recorded in 1593, but
its modern use to indicate the study and science of humanity became current
in the late nineteenth century. At that time a separate discipline had begun
to evolve from many component strands (including history, archaeology,
linguistics, biology and anatomy), and the study of so-called ‘primitive’
peoples was given impetus not only by the reports of individual explorers
but also by the need of colonial powers to define and classify the unfamiliar
populations which they governed. From the ethnographic writings of early
explorers to the 1898 Cambridge expedition to the Torres Straits, often
regarded as the first truly ‘anthropological’ field research, these books
provide eye-witness information on often vanished peoples and ways of life,
as well as evidence for the development of a new scientific discipline.

Te Ika a Maui

Reverend Richard Taylor (1805-1873) was an English missionary, who
wrote extensively on Maori culture and the plant and animal life of New
Zealand. Taylor graduated from Queens” College, Cambridge in 1828 and
was ordained as an Anglican priest the same year. After serving as a curate
in the Isle of Ely, Taylor was appointed as a missionary to New Zealand for
the Church Missionary Society. He arrived in Australia in 1836 and landed
in New Zealand in 1839. Taylor quickly became a peacekeeper between
the different Maori tribes in his district. This volume, first published in
1855, provides a detailed account of Maori mythology and culture with a
description of the plant life, animal life and geology of the North Island.
Taylor strongly condemns contemporary (nineteenth-century) attitudes

to Maori culture and demonstrates the complexity of their society in this
sympathetic book.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of
out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of

books that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be
reprinted economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library
Collection extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of
importance to researchers and professionals, either for the source material
they contain, or as landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge
University Library, and guided by the advice of experts in each subject area,
Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art scanning machines
in its own Printing House to capture the content of each book selected for
inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear, crisp image,
and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the Press
is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection will bring back to life books of enduring
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social
sciences and in science and technology.
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My Lorbp,

Havine labored many years in New
Zealand under the auspices of the Church Missionary
Society, and there acquired the information here
presented to the Public, I cannot more appropriately
dedicate this Work to any one than to your Lordship,
who has so long and worthily filled the high office
of its President. With sentiments of great respect,

therefore, 1 beg to do so, and subscribe myself,

Your LorpsHIP'S

Most humble and obedient Servant,

THE AUTHOR.

Lo~bon,

NovemBER, 1855,
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PREFACE.

In presenting Te Ixka o Maur to the Public, it will
be necessary to commence with saying, that this was
formerly the only name which the Natives had for the
Island, and that it is nearly identical with that which
Cook first received ; being literally TrE F1sm or Maur,
the Maori creator, who first drew up this second Britain
“from out the azure main.”

The name of New Zealand has succeeded it; and
it seems a pity that so noble an appendage of the
British Crown, which has been gained, not by the
power of our arms, but by the voluntary consent of
its inhabitants, solely through the influence of the
Gospel, should still retain so unmeaning a name,
which was not even given by the first discoverer.
The good taste of the present age has re-named the

neighbouring Continent and its attendant Isle. Van
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vi PREFACE.

Diemens Land and New Holland will soon be obso-
lete names, being supplanted by the more euphonious
ones of Australia and Tasmania. Why should not
New Zealand, also, be re-named ?~—why not call it
Austral-Britain, Australbion, or something similar?
The present name is about as appropriate as those
given to the provinces into which the first Governor
divided the country—Ulster, Munster, Leinster, and
Connaught. They have been blotted out, so let this
also. Thus much for the name.

Next, with regard to the Work itself. The Author’s
aim has been to rescue from that oblivion into which
they were fast hastening, the Manners, Customs, Tra-
ditions, and Religion of a primitive race: already the
remembrance of them is rapidly being forgotten ; the
rising generation being almost as unacquainted with
them as our Settlers in general. The Traditions of the
Creation are now first presented to the Public. The
late Governor Sir G. GREY has published a valuable
collection of general Traditions, but I am not aware
that any one has previously collected any of those
here given, and few, indeed, could have done so, unless
intimately conversant with the language and people.
The natural features of the Islands are also described,

and the Author, being a resident before it became
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PREFACE. vii

an English Colony, was enabled to watch the various
changes it has successively passed through. Its present
position, and its eligibility as a home for intending
Emigrants, are also described ; but, in pointing out
its advantages, he has not wilfully concealed any
of its contraries. The Colony is now rapidly in-
creasing in population and stability ; it possesses a
constitution, and though, perhaps, sufficient time has
not yet elapsed to make all its benefits manifest,
doubtless in a few years the economical management
of the public revenue, and the disinterestedness of its
officers, will win for them the esteem and admiration
of their fellow-colonists, and succeeding ages will regard
them as the patriot fathers of their country.

The Author would here acknowledge the obligation
he is under in the Natural History department to
Cunningham, Dr. Hooker, Dr. Grey, and his coad-
jutors in the British Museum. The Illustrations, he
may state, are all from sketches taken by himself on
the spot, and have at any rate the merit of being
faithful drawings of the various objects they represent.
And with the hope that Te Izka A4 Maur will not
prove altogether uninteresting to the Public, the
Author takes his leave.
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