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The discovery of material remains from the recent or the ancient past has
always been a source of fascination, but the development of archaeology as
an academic discipline which interpreted such finds is relatively recent. It
was the work of Winckelmann at Pompeii in the 1760s which first revealed
the potential of systematic excavation to scholars and the wider public.
Pioneering figures of the nineteenth century such as Schliemann, Layard and
Petrie transformed archaeology from a search for ancient artifacts, by means
as crude as using gunpowder to break into a tomb, to a science which drew
from a wide range of disciplines - ancient languages and literature, geology,
chemistry, social history - to increase our understanding of human life and
society in the remote past.

Discoveries in Egypt,
Ethiopia and the Peninsula of Sinai

Dr Richard Lepsius (1810-1884) was a pioneering Prussian Egyptologist
considered the founder of modern Egyptology. In 1842 he was commissioned
by King Frederick Wilhelm IV to lead an expedition to Egypt and Sudan

to explore and record ancient Egyptian remains. The expedition included
artists, surveyors and other specialists and spent three years recording
monuments in Egypt, modern Sudan and the Sinai. The expedition
conducted the first scientific studies of the pyramids of Giza, Abusir, Saqqara
and Dashur. First published in 1852, this volume is a translation of 40
reports in the form of letters written by Lepsius to King Frederick Wilhem
IV during the expedition, and translated by Kenneth R. H Mackenzie. They
provide descriptions of many ancient Egyptian monuments which have since
been lost or destroyed, and provide an engaging and frank account of the
difficulties of supervising an archaeological expedition in Egypt at that time.
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AUTHOR'S PREFACE.

Tue purpose of the Scientific Expedition, sent out
in 1842 by his Majesty the King, was an historical
and antiquarian research into, and collection of the
ancient Egyptian monuments, in the valley of the
Nile, and the peninsula of Sinai. It was by royal
munificence provided with the means for remaining
three years; it rejoiced in the favour and interest
of the highest person in the realm, as well as in the
most active and kindly assistance of Alexander Von
Humboldt ; and under such a rare combination of
fortunate circumstances, it completed its intended
task as fully as could have been hoped. A * Prefa-
tory account of the expedition, its results, and their
publication,” (Berlin, 1849, 4to.) was published
with the first parts of the great monumental work,
which is brought out at the command of his
Majesty, in a manner corresponding to the impor-
tance of the treasures brought back, and contains a
short abstract of the more important results of the
Expedition. The work, there announced, “ The
Monuments of Egypt and Ethiopia,” will contain
more than 800 plates, of the largest size, of which
half are already prepared, and 240 plates already
published, will lay before the public these results,
as far as concerns the sculptures, the topography,
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viii AUTHOR'S PREFACE.

and architecture, while the accompanying text will
explain them more fully.

It however, appeared necessary (without taking
the purely scientific labours into account), to lay
before a larger circle of readers a picture of the
external events of the expedition, of the relative
operations of its members, of the obstacles, and
the favourable circumstances of the journey, the
condition of the countries through which it passed,
and their effect upon the actual design of the under-
taking: finally to offer a few observations on the
remarkable monuments of that most historical of all
countries, as must continually recur to the well
prepared traveller, and which might rouse others
who have already perceived the importance of the
newly founded science, to a more active interest.
If, besides, it be of the greatest utility for a just
understanding of these scientific labours which are
gradually coming to the light, and which have been
caused by the journey; that the circumstances
under which the materials for them were collected,
I think that the publication of the following letters
requires no farther excuse, as they make no preten-
sion to any particular literary perfection, or deserip-
tive power, or, on the other hand, to be a strictly
scientific work.

The letters are almost in the original form as they
were written, sometimes as a report direct to his
Majesty the King, sometimes to his Excellency, the
then Minister of Instruetion, Eichhorn, or to other
high patrons and honoured men, as A. Von Hum-
boldt, Bunsen, Von Olfers, Ehrenberg, and some-
times to my father, who followed my progress with
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the most lively interest. Several of them were im-
mediately printed in the papers on their arrival in
Europe, particularly in the Preussische Staatszeitung,
and thence in other papers. The unessential changes
mostly relate to the editing. All the additions or
enlargements have been added as notes ; and among
these belong particularly the arguments and grounds
as to the true position of Sinai, which, since then
has been proved in various quarters, and again dis-
proved, and again concurred in. The thirty-sixth
letter, on the arrangement of the Egyptian Museum
in Berlin, turns certainly from the subject; but we
may allow the exception, as this point is not alone
interesting to Berlin, but in all points the examina-
tion is worth while, where there is any resemblance
to or comparison with modern art.

It is proposed to add a second part to these
letters, in which several treatises, written during the
expedition, or on different points relating to Egyp-
tian art or history, will be published.

BEerLIN, 2nd June, 1852.
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