
Anthropology
The first use of the word ‘anthropology’ in English was recorded in 1593, but 
its modern use to indicate the study and science of humanity became current 
in the late nineteenth century. At that time a separate discipline had begun 
to evolve from many component strands (including history, archaeology, 
linguistics, biology and anatomy), and the study of so-called ‘primitive’ 
peoples was given impetus not only by the reports of individual explorers 
but also by the need of colonial powers to define and classify the unfamiliar 
populations which they governed. From the ethnographic writings of early 
explorers to the 1898 Cambridge expedition to the Torres Straits, often 
regarded as the first truly ‘anthropological’ field research, these books 
provide eye-witness information on often vanished peoples and ways of life, 
as well as evidence for the development of a new scientific discipline.

Desert and Water Gardens of the Red Sea
Cyril Crossland (1878-1943) was Director of the Sudan Pearl Fishery 
between 1905 and 1922. At this time, the British colonial government had 
taken charge of running the fishery, with local fishermen as employees. A 
marine biologist and zoologist, Crossland was praised in his obituary in the 
journal Nature as ‘one of the last explorer-naturalists of the Darwin type’. 
This book is both an account of his life in the Sudan and a scientific survey 
of the coral reefs on the Red Sea coast. It offers a lively description of the 
region, its people and customs, and a clear, accessible explanation of the 
development of coral reefs. In Crossland’s time this region had not been fully 
mapped by Western explorers and this study was an important contribution 
to knowledge. The book is illustrated with many of Crossland’s own 
photographs of landscapes and people and his diagrams of the coral reefs.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of 
out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of 
books that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be 
reprinted economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library 
Collection extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of 
importance to researchers and professionals, either for the source material 
they contain, or as landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge 
University Library, and guided by the advice of experts in each subject area, 
Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art scanning machines 
in its own Printing House to capture the content of each book selected for 
inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear, crisp image, 
and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the Press 
is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology 
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for 
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection will bring back to life books of enduring 
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other 
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social 
sciences and in science and technology. 

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-01601-8 - Desert and Water Gardens of the Red Sea
Cyril Crossland
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781108016018
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


Desert and Water 
Gardens of the Red Sea
Being an Account of the Natives and the Shore 

Formations of the Coast
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