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Books of enduring scholarly value

Classics

From the Renaissance to the nineteenth century, Latin and Greek were
compulsory subjects in almost all European universities, and most early
modern scholars published their research and conducted international
correspondence in Latin. Latin had continued in use in Western Europe long
after the fall of the Roman empire as the lingua franca of the educated classes
and of law, diplomacy, religion and university teaching. The flight of Greek
scholars to the West after the fall of Constantinople in 1453 gave impetus

to the study of ancient Greek literature and the Greek New Testament.
Eventually, just as nineteenth-century reforms of university curricula were
beginning to erode this ascendancy, developments in textual criticism and
linguistic analysis, and new ways of studying ancient societies, especially
archaeology, led to renewed enthusiasm for the Classics. This collection
offers works of criticism, interpretation and synthesis by the outstanding
scholars of the nineteenth century.

Adversaria

One of the most talented disciples of the illustrious comparative philologist
Richard Porson, Peter Paul Dobree (1782-1825) is commemorated in

this two-volume edition of Adversaria, consisting of his prolific notes on
Greek and Latin literature, history, and philology. Dobree left an enduring
impression upon English classical scholarship, despite his premature death
shortly after accepting the Regius professorship of Greek at Cambridge.
Edited by his successor at Cambridge, James Scholefield, the Adversaria
attest to Dobree’s scholarly probity and precision, offering insights into a
mind whose major achievements undoubtedly still lay ahead. Volume 1
(1831) includes Dobree’s praelection on a Pseudo-Lysian funeral oration,
which gained him the Regius chair, as well as his notes on Herodotus,
Plato, Aristotle, the rhetoricians, and numerous other subjects. Dobree was
honoured among ‘the first rank of English textual scholars’ for his accuracy,
rigour, and literary sensitivity — qualities demonstrated in these volumes.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of
out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of

books that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be
reprinted economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library
Collection extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of
importance to researchers and professionals, either for the source material
they contain, or as landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge
University Library, and guided by the advice of experts in each subject area,
Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art scanning machines
in its own Printing House to capture the content of each book selected for
inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear, crisp image,
and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the Press
is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection will bring back to life books of enduring
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social
sciences and in science and technology.
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PRAFATIO.

MorTEM obiit Dobraeus noster, in ipso floris w@tate,
die septimo calendas Octobres anno 1825. vir, si quis
alius, post magnum illum Porsonum Grzeecarum lite-
rarum cultor diligentissimus, et non cathedra modo
successor Porsonian®, sed ingenii et doctrine. Ipse
aliquandiu Porsoni amicitia usus, plura quidem cum
amico communia, illud vero dissimile habuit; quod
pauca memorie, plurima, velut fidis sodalibus, libris
commiserat. Meminerat sane, e magnis illis eru-
ditionis et scientiee thesauris, quos mente nimium
memori reposuerat Porsonus, quantum hac ipsa de
causa periisset, quantulum superstes posteris esset tra-
ditum; unde fiebat ut, tempestive monitus, ipse que
inter legendum adnotaverat, diligenter exscriberet ;
postea, si quid temere -effudisset, correcturus; si
quid obscurius, explicaturus. Kt quidem fere omnia
perlegerat, omnia fere notis vel plenius vel parcius
illustraverat; adeo ut schedas ipsius uberrimas post
mortem inspicienti videretur Vir egregius 'in animo
habuisse, modo vita superfuisset, pene universam om-
nium scriptorum seriem curis concinnare luculentis.

Quo minus tamen, praeter unum et alterum (Aristo-
Phanica scilicet Porsoni, et ejudem Photium), nullum
aliud opus ad exitum perduceret, dum res in causa
fuerunt : exiguum vite spatium, quod, Deo ita volente,
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Vil PRAFATIO.

intra annos XLIIL. absolvit; deinde, judicium subtile,
limatum, et ob id ipsum parum sibi placens, nihil
autem suffragio suo ita comprobaturum, ut in lucem

prodire pateretur, quod non

Multa dies et multa litura coércuit, et quod
Perfectum decies non castigavit ad unguem.

In iis igitur qua in Oratores commentatus erat, in
quos maximam curam et diligentiam impenderat; e
quibus Demosthenem suum sperabamus fore ut ipse
vivus prelo subjiceret;* multa quidem docte, feliciter.
peracute scripta, neque omnia tamen perfecta, inveniet
Lector: quedam dubitantius, quedam forsan festinan-
tius prolata et postea vel correcta vel corrigenda;
pleraque vero ita ex intimis doctrine penetralibus
arcessita, ita critice artis prudentia examinata, confir-
mata, ornata, ut sine summo tum fructu tum delec-
tatione vix legi possint.

Lacunas quasdam, quas reliquerat V. D. si modo
una aut altera voce cancellis.interjecta suppleri posse
viderentur, supplevi; neque idpropter, uti spero, gravius
Lectori reprehendendus, neque si pauca quadam, alioqui
sane ut leviora omittenda, non omiserim, qua ut Auc-
torem verius exprimentia, et leporem ejus salesque
in memoriam facile revocantia, amicis non ingrata fore
putabam. Que autem vel ipse semel scripta postea
repudiaverat, vel ab aliis omni ex parte occupata re-
perii, vel minus utilia futura judicavi, ea plerumque
omnia omisi.

* In Aristogitoneam priorem nonnulla adnotaverat vix tribus ante
mensibus quam mortem obiit immaturan.
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PRAETFATIO. N

Me vero, quamvis talem sequi ducem in paucissimis
quidem peeniteret, in nullis puderet, non tamen nun-
quam ab opinione ejus discedere, Lector est monendus.
Ignoscat velim, si contrariam hic illic sententiam,
summa brevitate conclusam, Auctoris pagine subjece-
rim: facilius ignoscet, si in aliis testem me prebuerim
consentientem et confirmantem. In ceteris, ut quisque
doctior est, sive judicio ejus ommino standum putet
sive secus, Dobrzi doctrinam, cognitionem, perspica-
citatem non sine reverentia et desiderio suspiciet.

Paucas aliquot in Novi Testamenti libros obser-
vationes suo loco dispositas invenire neminem, opinor,
pigebit. Quin in fronte exemplaris sacri libri, unde
note ille depromte sunt, exscripserat Vir doctis-
simus, quasi perpetuam sibi admonitionem, quo ani-
mi affectu limen illud sanctissimi Veritatis templi
esset adeundum, 'Edv un orpagire, xal ~yévnobe ws Ta
mabla, ov pn eicéNOyTe eis Ty Pacikeiar TEr ovpavidy.
Tav TowvTwr éoriv 4 PBacikele Tov ovpavwy. (Matt.
xviil. 8. xix. 14.) Kt sane Librum illum librorum,
quem vivus parcius quidem, sed in quibusdam, nisi
fallor, feliciter interpretatus erat, ita moribundus unice
amplectebatur, ut tunc esset homo wumius lhbri, qui
antea multorum et, ut ita dicam, omnium fuerat;
non id scilicet temporis se perdidisse ratus quod divino
volumini insumserat, sed id potius, quod majoribus
sublatum rebus ad minores contulerat; in eo certe
nobis imitandus, quod cum doctrina tam singulari tan-
tam conjunxerit in OeomvevoTov ypagiyv reverentiam.

Sepultus jacet, juxta Porsonum suum, in sacello

Collegii S. S. Trinitatis, ubi eximiz ejus virtutes,
b
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X PRAEFATIO.

in marmore commemorate, Juventutis Academice tum
admirationi tum imitationi commendantur, hoc modo:

M. S.

VIRI REVERENDI PETRI PAULI DOBREE, a. M.
EX INSULA GUERNSEY ORIUNDI,
COLLEGII HUJUS S, §. TRINITATIS SOCII,
ET GRECAE LINGUA IN HAC ACADEMIA PROFESSORIS REGIIL
VIR ERAT PROBUS, CANDIDUS, SIMPLEX,
A FASTU OMNI AC FUCO ALIENISSIMUS,
SERMONE COMIS, ANIMO /AEQUABILIS AC LENIS,
ITA TAMEN UT FACILE COMMOVERETUR,

SI VEL PATRIE VEL SINGULORUM JURA IN DISCRIMEN PUTARET ADDUCL
AD HAS VIRTUTES ACCESSERUNT INGENIUM ACUTUM, JUDICIUM SANUM,
INDEFESSA PRO VALETUDINE INDUSTRIA,

MAGNA' PHILOSOPHIZE MORALIS AC THEOLOGIAE,

MAXIMA LITERARUM LATINARUM AC GRZECARUM PERITI\,
TANTA IN CORRUPTIS VETERUM AUTORUM LOCIS
DETEGENDIS SAGACITAS, EMENDANDIS FELICITAS,

UT PORSONI, CUJUS IN FAMILIARITATE INTIME ERAT VERSATUS,
VESTIGIA VIX IMPARI GRESSU SEQUI VIDERETUR.

IMMATURA MORTE PRAEREPTUS EST, A. D. M.DCCC.XXV. ATATIS XLIIL

SOROR UNICA PONI CURAVIT.

Prodibit, Deo favente, intra annum proxime sequentem
tomus alter, observationes Viri egregii complectens in

Poétas Graecos, in Inscriptiones, nec non paucas in
Scriptores Romanos.

Dabam Cantabrigice,
Die 14to Cal. Decemb. 1831.
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