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Classics

From the Renaissance to the nineteenth century, Latin and Greek were compulsory
subjects in almost all European universities, and most early modern scholars
published their research and conducted international correspondence in Latin. Latin
had continued in use in Western Europe long after the fall of the Roman empire as the
lingua franca of the educated classes and of law, diplomacy, religion and university
teaching. The flight of Greek scholars to the West after the fall of Constantinople

in 1453 gave impetus to the study of ancient Greek literature and the Greek New
Testament. Eventually, just as nineteenth-century reforms of university curricula
were beginning to erode this ascendancy, developments in textual criticism and
linguistic analysis, and new ways of studying ancient societies, especially archaeology,
led to renewed enthusiasm for the Classics. This collection offers works of criticism,
interpretation and synthesis by the outstanding scholars of the nineteenth century.

Doxographi Graeci

Herman Alexander Diels (1848-1922) published Doxographi Graeci in 1879. In
many ways this work established the critical discipline of doxography - the editing,
cataloguing, and analysing of extracts of extant classical texts that contains references
to the ideas and arguments of lost authors and schools. In Doxographi Graeci Diels
analyses passages from the extant work of authors such as Plutarch, Arius Didymus,
Diogenes Laértius, Ps-Plutarch, Hippolytus, Ps-Galen, Stobaeus, Theodoret and
Eusebius and uses them to uncover information about the Presocratic philosophers
and schools whose written treatises are no longer extant. Diels’s method of filiation
of extant sources, based on the critical methods of his teacher, Herman Karl Usener
(1834-1905), allowed critical judgements to be made regarding the reliability and
usefulness of extant authors and their references. Diels’s magisterial work represented
a profound breakthrough in the study of the Presocratic philosophers. It is a
monument of classical scholarship.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of out-of-
print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of books that are still
sought after by scholars and students but could not be reprinted economically using
traditional technology. The Cambridge Library Collection extends this activity to a
wider range of books which are still of importance to researchers and professionals,
either for the source material they contain, or as landmarks in the history of their
academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge University
Library, and guided by the advice of experts in each subject area, Cambridge
University Press is using state-of-the-art scanning machines in its own Printing House
to capture the content of each book selected for inclusion. The files are processed
to give a consistently clear, crisp image, and the books finished to the high quality
standard for which the Press is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-
demand technology ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that
orders for single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection will bring back to life books of enduring scholarly
value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other publishers) across
a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social sciences and in science and
technology.
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HERMANNUS DIELESIUS HERMANNO USENERO 8.

Non mirabere, praeceptor carissime, a Tuo nomine quod auspicatum
volo hoc Doxographorum volumen. Tuum enim est quod iam Tibi reddo
neque id uno nomire Tuum. nimirum fata sua habet et hic libellus, quae
enarrare neque intucundum videtur et cerle utilius quam quod solent de
raiione suo ef instituto prooemiari. Tu igitur cum ante viginti et quod
superest annos Theophrasti causa Placita atligisses spretisque priorum som-—
nits primus veram eorum indolem perspicere coepisses, salutare iniisti con—
silium colligendi quidquid istarum litterarum superesset, unde et origo ape-
riretur et per temporum . decursum propagatio. accessit socius consilii
C. Wachsmuthius, qui Laertio et Biographis idem se auzilium laturum
pollicebatur. qui cum paulo post in Italiam profectus esset, egregium con-
latorum codicum apparatum congessit. sed mox cum in alium uterque
studiorum campum vocaretur, factum est ut pristini consilii ardor paulatim
refrigescerel. ac metuendum erat, ne eo difficilior fieret quo magis pro-
crastinaretur labor. quare Tu quidem vicarium circumspicere coepisti et cum
ante XI annos philosophorum Bonnensium ordo more maiorum ad certamina
adulescentes invitaret, auctor fuisti, ut Placitorum memorio explicanda pro-
poneretur. interim mihi ut periculum facerem facile persuasisti, nam eisi
quam impedita esset quaestio haud quaquam me celaveras, tamen ipsa dif-
ficultas iuvenilem ardorem excitavit et effecit, ut intra perexiguum spatium
totum illarum ltterarum orbem peragrarem et exirema quaestionis linea~
menta recte plerumque adumbrarem. sed festinata ista studia elsi nec
Tibi nec ordini displicuere, quantum a perfectionis laude abessent, optime
ipse intellexi. nam utendum mihi erat editionibus vulgaribus, quae quam
fallaces essent, Wachsmuthii schedis edoctus eram. itaque postquam in-
signi Galeni exemplo incredibilem illam corruptionem etiam publice sum
testatus, iam editionem Placitorum ad optimam codicum fidem exigendam
mihi proposui. quem ad finem dum aut ipse perambulo bibliothecas aut
amicos precibus fatigo, ecce programma adfertur ab Academia litierarum
Berolinensi m. Iulio a. MDCCCLXXIV propositum :

»Plutarchi qui feruniur libri mepl tdv dpeoubytwy Tolc ¢t-

Aocdpors quomodo ef quando scripti sint, inquiratur, quae

ratio inter eam compilationem similesque alias intercedat,

exponatur, qui auctores qua ratione o compilatore adhibiti
sint, determinetur.”
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VI

quo nuntio quid miki tum exoptatius poluit accidere? quod diu moliebar,
idem fere illic praescriptum vidi. igitur nihil moralus in novum illud cer-
tamen descendi, et cum nec Tuum nec celerorum amicorum auzilium pe-
tenti deessel, saepe etiam ultro offerretur, Placitorum corpus cum Prole-
gomenis assiduo labore maturatum statuta die a. LXXVII summatibus illis
viris traditum est, quibus Academiae mandatu iudicium erat ferendum. qui
cum probassent ac praemio dignum iudicavissent opus typis describi coeplum.

Tu vero ne tum quidem Placitorum fuisti immemor. nam lucianti per
biennium cum preli monstris, quantum quidem per valetudinem ac negotia
vacares, numquam mihi defuisti neque ullam fere plagulam remisisti, quin
aut emendando aut dubitando me egregie adiuvares. quodsi non ommnia
tam perfecta vides et perpolita, quam et exspectare poteras et ipse cupie-
bam, memineris velim quod haud rare sum experius Hesiodeum ‘d\ote
pyrpol) wéher fpépn, dhhote phyp . celerum si quid novercae invidia damni
inlatum observaram, in Addendis correxi, reliqua corrigent quibus id curae
erit. nihil enim vehementius opto, quam ut alit veniant in partes, qui agro
olim horrido, nunc sane cultiori suam velint impendere operam. inprimis
autem C. Wachsmuthio gratum fecisse cupio Stobaei eclogas diu ewpecta—
tas, diutius agitatas edituro. qui si non inutiliter praelusisse me iudicaverit,
gratiarum quas illi debeo maximas aliquid saltem reitulisse videbor. nec
tacenda est hoc loco officiosa amicorum volunias imprimis Ivonis Brunsii
Berolinensis, Maximiliani Bonnetit Parisiensis, Friderici de Duhn
Gottingensis, Benedicti Niesei Marburgensis, Hier onymi Vitellii Flo-
rentini, qui codicibus excutiendis optime sunt de Doxographis meriti. de-
inde gratissima memoria prosequor Eduardum Zellerum, virum sum-
mum, qui studia nostra tam publice quam privatim benevolentissime semper
adiuvit.

Tibi vero, Usenere, cum debitam meritamque graliam agere instituo,
haesitare me sentio et rubore subfundi. adeo me praegravat beneficiorum
Tuorum wvel quaesitorum vel oblatorum multitudo. quodsi verum iudicas,
quod aiunt quidam, turpe esse vinci beneficiis, desperandum mihi esse vi-
deo. sin vero, qui rebus non potest, animo aequare liberaliter conceditur, ne
ego faciam ut nunquam desideres amorem nostrum vel pietatem. inierim
qui liber Tuae fuit propensissimae voluntatis testis, eundem wvoli nostri
accipe sponsorem gravissimum. vale.

SCR. BEROLINI KAL. OCTOBR. MDCCCLXXIX
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