
Literary Studies
This series provides a high-quality selection of early printings of literary 
works, textual editions, anthologies and literary criticism which are of 
lasting scholarly interest. Ranging from Old English to Shakespeare to early 
twentieth-century work from around the world, these books offer a valuable 
resource for scholars in reception history, textual editing, and literary studies.

Shakespeare’s Fight with the Pirates
Originally delivered in November 1915 as a series of lectures at the 
University of Cambridge, this close textual analysis of Shakespeare 
overturned the conventional methods of Shakespearean bibliography. In 
this careful study, Pollard, a bibliographer and literary scholar, called into 
question the long-held assumption that the early Quartos were of little 
bibliographical value because of the errors, mis-spellings and mis-lineations. 
By emphasizing the efforts made to impede printing piracy in early modern 
England, Pollard argued that the Quartos are much closer to Shakespeare’s 
manuscripts than previous scholarship had allowed. Pollard, along with 
J. Dover Wilson, W.W. Greg and R.B. McKerrow, was instrumental in 
establishing the theoretical framework of New Bibliography, and on its 
publication the book was greeted with what is described in the introduction 
as ‘friendly controversy’. First published in 1915, the book was revised for 
republication in 1920. This reissue is of the 1967 reprint.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of 
out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of 
books that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be 
reprinted economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library 
Collection extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of 
importance to researchers and professionals, either for the source material 
they contain, or as landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge 
University Library, and guided by the advice of experts in each subject area, 
Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art scanning machines 
in its own Printing House to capture the content of each book selected for 
inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear, crisp image, 
and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the Press 
is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology 
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for 
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection will bring back to life books of enduring 
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other 
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social 
sciences and in science and technology. 
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This book reproduces the text of the original edition. The content and language reflect 
the beliefs, practices and terminology of their time, and have not been updated.

Cambridge University Press wishes to make clear that the book, unless originally published 
by Cambridge, is not being republished by, in association or collaboration with, or 
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