
Cambridge
The city of Cambridge received its royal charter in 1201, having already been 
home to Britons, Romans and Anglo-Saxons for many centuries. Cambridge 
University was founded soon afterwards and celebrated its octocentenary in 
2009. This series explores the history and influence of Cambridge as a centre 
of science, learning, and discovery, its contributions to national and global 
politics and culture, and its inevitable controversies and scandals. 

Girton College 1869-1932
Barbara Stephen (1872–1945) studied history at Girton College, Cambridge, 
from 1891 to 1894. This history of the college, first published in 1933, drew 
on her previous publication Emily Davies and Girton College as well as on 
college reports, letters to and from the founders, and information obtained 
from staff of the college. The college was established on 16 October 1869 by 
Emily Davies and Barbara Bodichon, and was the first Cambridge college 
for women students. Women were not admitted to full degrees at Cambridge 
until 1948, after Stephen’s death, though Oxford had awarded degrees to 
women since 1920. The author probably never imagined that Girton would 
admit male undergraduates, as it has from 1979. Stephen’s informative 
short history of the college’s first sixty years is an intriguing document for 
those interested in the history of the University of Cambridge or of women’s 
education.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of 
out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of 
books that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be 
reprinted economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library 
Collection extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of 
importance to researchers and professionals, either for the source material 
they contain, or as landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge 
University Library, and guided by the advice of experts in each subject area, 
Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art scanning machines 
in its own Printing House to capture the content of each book selected for 
inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear, crisp image, 
and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the Press 
is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology 
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for 
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection will bring back to life books of enduring 
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other 
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social 
sciences and in science and technology. 
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This edition first published 1933
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This book reproduces the text of the original edition. The content and language reflect 
the beliefs, practices and terminology of their time, and have not been updated.

Cambridge University Press wishes to make clear that the book, unless originally published 
by Cambridge, is not being republished by, in association or collaboration with, or 

with the endorsement or approval of, the original publisher or its successors in title. 
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