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Travel and Exploration

The history of travel writing dates back to the Bible, Caesar, the Vikings

and the Crusaders, and its many themes include war, trade, science and
recreation. Explorers from Columbus to Cook charted lands not previously
visited by Western travellers, and were followed by merchants, missionaries,
and colonists, who wrote accounts of their experiences. The development of
steam power in the nineteenth century provided opportunities for increasing
numbers of ‘ordinary’ people to travel further, more economically, and more
safely, and resulted in great enthusiasm for travel writing among the reading
public. Works included in this series range from first-hand descriptions of
previously unrecorded places, to literary accounts of the strange habits of
foreigners, to examples of the burgeoning numbers of guidebooks produced
to satisfy the needs of a new kind of traveller - the tourist.

Intimate China

Part memoir, part travelogue, part crusade, Invisible China details the
exploits of Alicia Little (Mrs Archibald Little), who first arrived in China as
a new bride in 1887. Little was already a prolific writer before her marriage,
and this narrative is both compelling and refreshingly frank. Published

in 1899, her account of life in late nineteenth-century China is arranged
eclectically, with chapters on ‘Superstitions, ‘Current Coin in China’ and
‘Hindrances and Annoyances’ interlaced with descriptions of trips to Tibet
and up the Yangtze. The latter third of the book is devoted entirely to politics.
Fuelled with a determination to represent the Chinese ‘as I have seen them,
Little spares no details, supplying descriptions of the complications arising
from foot-binding, a practice she found abhorrent and against which she
actively campaigned. Extending to over six hundred pages and lavishly
illustrated with maps and photographs, this is an extraordinary book.
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reprinted economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library
Collection extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of
importance to researchers and professionals, either for the source material
they contain, or as landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge
University Library, and guided by the advice of experts in each subject area,
Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art scanning machines
in its own Printing House to capture the content of each book selected for
inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear, crisp image,
and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the Press
is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection will bring back to life books of enduring
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social
sciences and in science and technology.
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DRY STATEMENTS.
(TO BE CARRIED WITH THE READER, IF POSSIBLE.)

THE Chinese Empire is rather larger than Europe.

Being on the eastern side of a great continent, it has the same
extremes of climate as are to be found in the United States.

Fruits, flowers, and crops vary in like manner.

Peking is on about the same parallel as Madrid, Chungking as
Cairo, Shanghai as Madeira.

The population of China is over ... 385 millions.
That of the British Isles in 1891 not quite .. 38
That of France in 1896 ... 381
One alone of China’s eighteen provinces, Kiangsu,

has over ... . 392,

The Russian natlon, already extendmU over one-sixth of the globe,
while China only extends over a little more than one-twelfth, musters
little over 129 millions, and thus-has about one-third of the Chinese
population, with about twice its territory to stretch itself in.

There is no Poor Law in China. There are no Sundays.

It is considered very unwomanly not to wear trousers, and very
indelicate for a man not to have skirts to his coat; consequently our
European dress is reckoned by Chinese as indecorous.

Chinese begin dinner with dessert or Russian sakouska, and finish
with hot soup instead of hot coffee.

Their cooks are second only to the French; their serving-men
surpass the Germans.

Chinese love children ; are ready to work day and night for their
masters ; and if occasion demand, to be beaten in their place, or even,
if needs be, to die for them.

In fine, although in all details unlike ourselves, a great race, with

some magnificent qualities.

7, Park Pracg, St. James's, S.W.
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