Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-01414-4 - The Story of the Heavens
Robert S. Ball

Frontmatter

More information

CAMBRIDGE LIBRARY COLLECTION

Books of enduring scholarly value

Physical Sciences

From ancient times, humans have tried to understand the workings of

the world around them. The roots of modern physical science go back to
the very earliest mechanical devices such as levers and rollers, the mixing
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An Irish astronomer and talented mathematician, Sir Robert Stawell Ball
(1840-1913) was also a prolific writer of popular astronomy. As a young
man, Ball conducted observations of nebulae using Lord Rosse’s telescope —
at the time the largest in the world. His Story of the Heavens displays the same
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survey of the history and contemporary situation of the solar system, and
speculating about the possibility of life on other planets. Originally published
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today for its historical account of astronomy as a science.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781108014144
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-01414-4 - The Story of the Heavens
Robert S. Ball

Frontmatter

More information

Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of
out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of

books that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be
reprinted economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library
Collection extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of
importance to researchers and professionals, either for the source material
they contain, or as landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge
University Library, and guided by the advice of experts in each subject area,
Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art scanning machines
in its own Printing House to capture the content of each book selected for
inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear, crisp image,
and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the Press
is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection will bring back to life books of enduring
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social
sciences and in science and technology.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781108014144
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-01414-4 - The Story of the Heavens
Robert S. Ball

Frontmatter

More information

The Story of
the Heavens

RoBERT S. BaLL

CAMBRIDGE

UNIVERSITY PRESS

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781108014144
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-01414-4 - The Story of the Heavens
Robert S. Ball

Frontmatter

More information

CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY PRESS

Cambridge, New York, Melbourne, Madrid, Cape Town, Singapore,
Sdo Paolo, Delhi, Dubai, Tokyo

Published in the United States of America by Cambridge University Press, New York

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781108014144

© in this compilation Cambridge University Press 2010

This edition first published 1885
This digitally printed version 2010

ISBN 978-1-108-01414-4 Paperback

This book reproduces the text of the original edition. The content and language reflect
the beliefs, practices and terminology of their time, and have not been updated.

Cambridge University Press wishes to make clear that the book, unless originally published
by Cambridge, is not being republished by, in association or collaboration with, or
with the endorsement or approval of, the original publisher or its successors in title.

The original edition of this book contains a number of colour plates, which cannot
be printed cost-effectively in the current state of technology. The colour scans
will, however, be incorporated in the online version of this reissue, and in printed
copies when this becomes feasible while maintaining affordable prices.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781108014144
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-01414-4 - The Story of the Heavens
Robert S. Ball

Frontmatter

More information

THE

STORY OF THE HEAVENS

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781108014144
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-01414-4 - The Story of the Heavens
Robert S. Ball

Frontmatter

More information

FRONTISPIECE.

THE PLANET SATURN,

IN 1872

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781108014144
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-01414-4 - The Story of the Heavens
Robert S. Ball

Frontmatter

More information

THE

STORY OF THE HEAVENS.

ROBERT STAWELL BALL, LL.D,

FELLOW OF THE ROYAL SOCIETY OF LONDON, FELLOW OF THE ROYAL ASTRONOMICAL SO(1£0¢
HONORARY 3 EMBER OF THE CAMBRIDGE PHILOSOPHICAL SOCIETY, VICE-PRESIDENT
OF THE ROYAL IRISH ACADEMY, ANDREWS PROFESSOR OF ASTRONOMY IN THE
UNIVERSITY OF DUBLIN, AND ROYAL ASTRONOMER OF IRELAXD,

@@Aith Colowrey Plates and numerous Ylustrations,

CASSELL & COMPANY, Limitep:

LONDON, PARIS, NEW YORK & MELBOURNLE.

1885.
TALL RIGHTS RESERVEI]

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781108014144
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-01414-4 - The Story of the Heavens
Robert S. Ball

Frontmatter

More information

PREFACE.

———e——

I mave to acknowledge the kind aid which T have
received in the preparation of this book.

Mr. Nasmyth has permitted me to use some of the
beautiful drawings of the Moon, which have appeared
in the well-known work published by him in conjunc-
tion with Mr. Carpenter. To this source I am indebted
for Plates VIL., VIIL, IX, X., and Figs. 26, 27, 28.

Professor Pickering has allowed me to copy some of
the drawings made at Harvard College Observatory by

Mr. Trouvelot, and I have availed myself of his kind-
ness for Plates I., 1V., XI., XII., XV.

I am indebted to Professor Langley for Plate II.,
to Mr. De la Rue for Plates III., and XIV., to Dr.
Huggins for Fig. 16, to Professor C. Piazzi Smyth for
Fig. 89, to Mr. Chambers for Fig. 6, which has been
borrowed from his “ Handbook of Descriptive Astronomy,”
to Dr. G. J. Stoney for Fig. 65, to Mr. Grubb for Fig. 4,
and to Dr. Copeland and Dr. Dreyer for Fig. 59.

I have also to thank Dr. Copeland and Mr. L. H.
Steele for their kindness in reading through the entire

prodfs ; while I have also occasionally availed myself of
the help of Mr. G. Cathcart.

ROBERT S. BALL.

OBSERVATORY,
DUNSINK,
Co. DuBLIN.

17th April, 1885.
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