Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-01384-0 - Through the Yang-tse Gorges
Archibald John Little

Frontmatter

More information

CAMBRIDGE LIBRARY COLLECTION

Books of enduring scholarly value

Travel and Exploration

The history of travel writing dates back to the Bible, Caesar, the Vikings

and the Crusaders, and its many themes include war, trade, science and
recreation. Explorers from Columbus to Cook charted lands not previously
visited by Western travellers, and were followed by merchants, missionaries,
and colonists, who wrote accounts of their experiences. The development of
steam power in the nineteenth century provided opportunities for increasing
numbers of ‘ordinary’ people to travel further, more economically, and more
safely, and resulted in great enthusiasm for travel writing among the reading
public. Works included in this series range from first-hand descriptions of
previously unrecorded places, to literary accounts of the strange habits of
foreigners, to examples of the burgeoning numbers of guidebooks produced
to satisfy the needs of a new kind of traveller - the tourist.

Through the Yang-tse Gorges

Through the Yang-Tse Gorges is Archibald Little’s diary (published in London
in 1888) of his journey up the Yangtze River from Shanghai to Chongqing
by a native junk boat in 1883. Little strongly advocated the introduction of
steam travel on the upper part of the river between Yichang and Chongging,
a port open to Western trade. The upper Yangtze was full of gorges and
rapids which made travel treacherous; Little’s journey by junk boat took a
month, whereas the journey by steamship would have taken only 36 hours.
He was repeatedly rebuffed in his attempts to introduce steam travel to the
upper Yangtze by the Chinese government, which he accused of standing

in the way of modernisation. He successfully introduced a steamship on the
upper Yangtze river in 1898. Several other books by Little and by his intrepid
wife are also reissued in this series.
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out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of

books that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be
reprinted economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library
Collection extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of
importance to researchers and professionals, either for the source material
they contain, or as landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge
University Library, and guided by the advice of experts in each subject area,
Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art scanning machines
in its own Printing House to capture the content of each book selected for
inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear, crisp image,
and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the Press
is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection will bring back to life books of enduring
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social
sciences and in science and technology.
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OR

TRADE AND TRAVEL IN

WESTERN CHINA

BY

ARCHIBALD JOHN LITTLE, F.R.G.S.

¢“ Lot me journey down
On the great river, that from town to town,
Through meadow miles ; "twixt gorges of the hills,
Sweeps through the land’s whole length, and ever fills
Its widening channel deeper.”
Yu-PE-YA’s LUTE.

““Good government obtains, when those who are near are made happy, and those who

are far off are attracted.”
CoNrvcrus.

¢ Lun yu,” xlii. 16, 2.

LONDON

SAMPSON LOW, MARSTON, SEARLE, & RIVINGTON
(Limited)
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Ferrer Lane, Fieer Streer, E.C.

1888
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PREFACE.

Tur following pages comprise nothing more nor
less than a transeript of the journal kept by me
during a two months’ journey from Shanghai,
the metropolis of the Coast, to Chung-king, the
commercial metropolis of Western China. This
journal was written up each night, as I travelled
along in the native boat, and was despatched
home by successive mails for the amusement of
my friends in England. T have been induced to
publish it in the belief that impressions formed
and recorded day by day on the spot give a
better idea of the actual state of things in China,
than many of the elaborate and -carefully
compiled books which attempt a more exhaustive
description of the country.

So much interest is now felt at home in the
“ Flowery Land,” and such very erroneous concep-
tions appear to be entertained in regard to China,
her wealth, her strength and prowess, and her
value as an ally—qualities of which, in my opinion,
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viii Preface.

only the remote potentiality exists at present—
that no apology is needed for presenting a literal
picture of the country I traversed.

With the exception of the ubiquitous missionary,
the travellers who have ascended the ¢ Great
(and sole) Highway” of China to its highest
navigable point may be counted on the fingers of
one hand. So tedious are the antiquated modes
of travel, that of the thousands of European
residents at the treaty ports, few have the leisure
or inclination to journey outside of the routes
covered by our ‘barbarian” steamers. Of the
voyage to Chung-king, up the Yang-tse river, a
distance of 1400 mnautical miles, 1000 miles are
traversed by steamer to Ichang in a week’s time.
The remaining 400 miles occupy from five to six
weeks, a longer time than it takes to go from
London to Shanghai. Since the execution of
the celebrated  Chefoo Convention” in 1875,
the placing of steamers on this upper route has
been under discussion, but Chinese obstructive-
ness has thus far succeeded in staving off the
evil day, and nothing but strong pressure on
the part of the foreign ministers accredited to the
Court of Pekin will bring about this much needed
innovation, an innovation as much desired bv the
native merchants and traders as it is dreadea by
the official and literary classes. Apart from the
laudable fear of injury to the livelihood of the
existing junk-men, anything that leads to further
contact between foreigners and the people at
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Preface. ix

large is deprecated as lessening the influence
of the profoundly ignorant ruling class; and
thus, notwithstanding the heavy losses in life
and property that the present system of
navigation entails, this further contemplated
invasion of the inner waters of the Empire is
strenuously resisted.

In reading this journal, in which I have
depicted the existing difficulties of the route, it
must be borne in mind that the Yang-tse is not
only the main, but the sole road of intercommuni-
cation between the east and west of this vast
empire. Roads, properly so called, do not exist
in China; narrow footpaths alone connect one
town and village with another, and, except by the
waterways, nothing can be transported from
place to place but on men’s backs. In the far
north, it is true, cart-tracks exist, and clumsy
two-wheeled springless carts are there in use, but
in Central and Southern China, land travel is
absolutely confined to paths, so narrow that two
pedestrians have often a difficulty in passing each
other. Traces of magnificent paved roads, of
the ancient dynasties, still exist in nearly every
province ; but they have been destroyed by
neglect, and have been disused for centuries past.
Since the date of the Mongol invasion (1279),
every incentive to progress has come from
without, and every foreign well-wisher of the
Empire, especially if resident, is impelled to do
his utmost to carry on this progress.
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N Preface.

The rulers of China should take to heart Bacon’s
words: ““Since things alter for the worst spon-
taneously, if they be not altered for the better
designedly, what end will there be of evil?”
Railways have been long talked of, but so far, the
short line, built some years ago, which connects
the Government coal-mine of Kai-ping with the
nearest canal, is the only road in existence.
Trunk-lines running north and south are said to
have been authorized, but as long as the Govern-
ment eschews foreign aid they are not likely to be
built. A line running east and west presents
almost insuperable difficulties, owing to the
precipitous mountains and deep gorges into
which the whole country west of Ichang is cut
up. Hence the necessity of turning the great
natural highway of the Yang-tse to the best
advantage. Of the great gain to trade, and to
British manufacturing interests more especially,
which the cheapness of intercommunication be-
tween Hastern and Western China would effect,
I have spoken more at length in my introductory
chapter.

I must not conclude without paying a tribute
of admiration to Captain Blakiston and Dr.
Alfred Barton, for their valuable and accurate
work, ¢ Five Months on the Yang-tse.”” Thege
energetic pioneers preceded me over the same
ground just twenty years before. Nothing hag
altered in the interval, and but for the fact that
their want of knowledge of the language debarred
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Preface. xi

them from free intercourse with the people, and
so cut them off from many interesting social facts,

the publication of this journal would have no
raison d’élre.

Arcuipard JoEN LITTLE.

Tcmana, 16tk July, 1887.
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