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Physical Sciences

From ancient times, humans have tried to understand the workings of

the world around them. The roots of modern physical science go back to
the very earliest mechanical devices such as levers and rollers, the mixing
of paints and dyes, and the importance of the heavenly bodies in early
religious observance and navigation. The physical sciences as we know them
today began to emerge as independent academic subjects during the early
modern period, in the work of Newton and other ‘natural philosophers,
and numerous sub-disciplines developed during the centuries that followed.
This part of the Cambridge Library Collection is devoted to landmark
publications in this area which will be of interest to historians of science
concerned with individual scientists, particular discoveries, and advances in
scientific method, or with the establishment and development of scientific
institutions around the world.

Personal Recollections, from Early Life to Old Age

These Personal Recollections contain the memoirs and a selection of the
correspondence of the nineteenth-century polymath Mary Somerville
(1780-1872). The book was first published in 1873, a year after Mary’s

death, by her daughter Martha, who wrote brief introductions to the text.
Mary Somerville is best known for her pioneering scientific publications
which include her translation of Laplace’s Mécanique Céleste (1831: also
resissued in this series); On the Connection of the Physical Sciences (1834);
Physical Geography (1848); and On Molecular and Microscopic Science (1869).
Through these publications, Somerville made a lasting contribution to the
dissemination of scientific knowledge. Somerville’s correspondence deals
primarily with her public life, while the memoirs offer insight into her private
sphere: the discouragement she faced in pursuit of learning; her passion for
women’s education and suffrage; family life; and personal faith. Her story is
compelling, and her experiences may resonate with many women today.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of
out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of

books that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be
reprinted economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library
Collection extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of
importance to researchers and professionals, either for the source material
they contain, or as landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge
University Library, and guided by the advice of experts in each subject area,
Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art scanning machines
in its own Printing House to capture the content of each book selected for
inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear, crisp image,
and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the Press
is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection will bring back to life books of enduring
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social
sciences and in science and technology.
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This edition first published 1873
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This book reproduces the text of the original edition. The content and language reflect
the beliefs, practices and terminology of their time, and have not been updated.

Cambridge University Press wishes to make clear that the book, unless originally published
by Cambridge, is not being republished by, in association or collaboration with, or
with the endorsement or approval of, the original publisher or its successors in title.
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THE MECHANISM OF THE HEAVENS. 8vo. 1831

THE CONNECTION OF THE PHYSICAL SCIENCES.
9th Edition. Post 8vo. 9s. 1858,

PHYSICAL GEOGRAPHY. 6tk Edition. Post 8vo. 9s.
1870.

MOLECULAR AND MICROSCOPIC SCIENCE. 2 vols.
Post 8vo. 21s. 1869.
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