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The history of travel writing dates back to the Bible, Caesar, the Vikings

and the Crusaders, and its many themes include war, trade, science and
recreation. Explorers from Columbus to Cook charted lands not previously
visited by Western travellers, and were followed by merchants, missionaries,
and colonists, who wrote accounts of their experiences. The development of
steam power in the nineteenth century provided opportunities for increasing
numbers of ‘ordinary’ people to travel further, more economically, and more
safely, and resulted in great enthusiasm for travel writing among the reading
public. Works included in this series range from first-hand descriptions of
previously unrecorded places, to literary accounts of the strange habits of
foreigners, to examples of the burgeoning numbers of guidebooks produced
to satisfy the needs of a new kind of traveller - the tourist.

The Travels of Pietro della Valle in India

The publications of the Hakluyt Society (founded in 1846) made available
edited (and sometimes translated) early accounts of exploration. The first
series, which ran from 1847 to 1899, consists of 100 books containing
published or previously unpublished works by authors from Christopher
Columbus to Sir Francis Drake, and covering voyages to the New World,
to China and Japan, to Russia and to Africa and India. A member of a
noble Roman family, Pietro della Valle began travelling in 1614 at the
suggestion of a doctor, as an alternative to suicide after a failed love affair.
The letters describing his travels in Turkey, Persia and India were addressed
to this advisor. This 1664 English translation of della Valle’s letters from
India, republished by the Hakluyt Society in 1892, contains fascinating
ethnographic details, particularly on religious beliefs, and is an important
source for the history of the Keladi region of South India.
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out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of

books that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be
reprinted economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library
Collection extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of
importance to researchers and professionals, either for the source material
they contain, or as landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge
University Library, and guided by the advice of experts in each subject area,
Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art scanning machines
in its own Printing House to capture the content of each book selected for
inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear, crisp image,
and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the Press
is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection will bring back to life books of enduring
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social
sciences and in science and technology.
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