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First published in 1921, this book examines the changes in styles of warfare
between the medieval period and the Renaissance. Frederick Lewis Taylor
links the transformations in intellectual and cultural life in this period
with contemporary military innovations. His discussion focuses on the
Italian wars between Spain, France and the Netherlands between 1494 and
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frequent wars, and because the influence of the Renaissance was strongest
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the origins of the style of warfare which would dominate Europe in the
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NOTE

WISH to thank Mr C. W. Previté-Orton, M.A.,
Fellow of St John’s College, for much advice and
encouragement in the preparation of these pages.

I also wish to place on record my indebtedness to
the Acton Library. Owing to the generosity of
Viscount Morley this valuable collection of the books
of our late Regius Professor is now housed at the
University Library, and but for its presence there
the greater part of my essay could not have been
written at Cambridge.

F.L.T.

September 1920,
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Ardet inexcita Ausonia atque immobilis ante;
pars pedes ire parat campis, pars arduus altis
pulverulentus equis furit; omnes arma requirunt.

Aeneid viI. 623-5.
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