
Music
The systematic academic study of music gave rise to works of description, 
analysis and criticism, by composers and performers, philosophers and 
anthropologists, historians and teachers, and by a new kind of scholar - 
the musicologist. This series makes available a range of significant works 
encompassing all aspects of the developing discipline.

Louis Spohr’s Autobiography
Louis Spohr (1784–1859) was one of the most popular musicians of the early 
Romantic period, but of his considerable output (including 10 symphonies, 
15 violin concertos, nine operas and a large amount of chamber music), 
only the Octet op.32 and the Nonet op.31 are heard regularly today. Spohr 
established his name as a virtuoso violinist and completed his Violin method 
in 1831. As a conductor, he contributed to the increasing use of the baton 
to direct performances. He travelled widely in Europe, visiting London for 
the first time in 1820, when he directed a Philharmonic Society concert, and 
returning four times between 1843 and 1853. This autobiography, begun in 
1847, gives a lively (but not necessarily always accurate) account of life as a 
professional musician. Spohr’s own account ends at June 1838, and the book 
was completed by family members using materials provided by his wife.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of 
out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of 
books that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be 
reprinted economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library 
Collection extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of 
importance to researchers and professionals, either for the source material 
they contain, or as landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge 
University Library, and guided by the advice of experts in each subject area, 
Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art scanning machines 
in its own Printing House to capture the content of each book selected for 
inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear, crisp image, 
and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the Press 
is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology 
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for 
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection will bring back to life books of enduring 
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other 
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social 
sciences and in science and technology. 
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