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Books of enduring scholarly value

Classics

From the Renaissance to the nineteenth century, Latin and Greek were
compulsory subjects in almost all European universities, and most early
modern scholars published their research and conducted international
correspondence in Latin. Latin had continued in use in Western Europe long
after the fall of the Roman empire as the lingua franca of the educated classes
and of law, diplomacy, religion and university teaching. The flight of Greek
scholars to the West after the fall of Constantinople in 1453 gave impetus

to the study of ancient Greek literature and the Greek New Testament.
Eventually, just as nineteenth-century reforms of university curricula were
beginning to erode this ascendancy, developments in textual criticism and
linguistic analysis, and new ways of studying ancient societies, especially
archaeology, led to renewed enthusiasm for the Classics. This collection
offers works of criticism, interpretation and synthesis by the outstanding
scholars of the nineteenth century.

La Cité Antique

La Cité Antique is the best-known work by the nineteenth-century
French historian Fustel de Coulanges (1830-89), who pioneered an
objective approach to the study of history, and the use of primary rather
than secondary sources. This reissue is of the 1866 edition of the book,
which was originally published in 1864 while the author was professor of
history at Strasbourg. It explores the influence of religion and kinship on
the development of the laws and political institutions of ancient Greek
and Roman societies. Coulanges describes many aspects of Greek and
Roman family law including marriage, divorce, adoption, property and
inheritance. After giving an account of the social organisation of cities,
their administration, and the rights and duties of citizens, he outlines the
processes of institutional change and the evolving power relationships
between the social classes. Finally he discusses the effects of Christianity in
the political sphere.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of
out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of

books that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be
reprinted economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library
Collection extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of
importance to researchers and professionals, either for the source material
they contain, or as landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge
University Library, and guided by the advice of experts in each subject area,
Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art scanning machines
in its own Printing House to capture the content of each book selected for
inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear, crisp image,
and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the Press
is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection will bring back to life books of enduring
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social
sciences and in science and technology.
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This edition first published 1866
This digitally printed version 2009

ISBN 978-1-108-01171-6 Paperback

This book reproduces the text of the original edition. The content and language reflect
the beliefs, practices and terminology of their time, and have not been updated.

Cambridge University Press wishes to make clear that the book, unless originally published
by Cambridge, is not being republished by, in association or collaboration with, or
with the endorsement or approval of, the original publisher or its successors in title.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781108011716
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press '
978-1-108-01171-6 - La Cite Antique: Etude sur le Culte, le Droit, les Institutions de
la Grece et de Rome

Fustel de Coulanges

Frontmatter

More information

LA

CITE ANTIQUE

ETUDE

SUR LE CULTE, LE DROIT, LES INSTITUTIONS

DE LA GRECE ET DE ROME

PAR

FUSTEL DE COULANGES

Professeur d’histoire & la Faculté des lettres de Strasbourg

OUVRAGE
COURONNE PAR L'ACADEMIE FRANGAISE

DEUXIEME EDITION

PARIS
LIBRAIRIE DE L. HACHETTE ET (*

BOULEVARD SAINT-GERMAIN, Ko 77

1866

Droit de traduction réservé

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781108011716
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

