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The books reissued in this series include accounts of historical events and
movements by eye-witnesses and contemporaries, as well as landmark
studies that assembled significant source materials or developed new
historiographical methods. The series includes work in social, political and
military history on a wide range of periods and regions, giving modern
scholars ready access to influential publications of the past.

The Verses Formerly Inscribed on
Twelve Windows in the Choir of Canterbury Cathedral

M.R. James (1862-1936) is probably best remembered as a writer of chilling
ghost stories, but he was an outstanding scholar of medieval literature and
palaeography, who served both as Provost of King’s College, Cambridge, and
as Director of the Fitzwilliam Museum. His short book from 1901 on the
texts inscribed in the famous stained-glass windows of Canterbury Cathedral
is paired here with an anonymous guide to the windows published in 1897.
Its author is believed to have been Emily Williams, whose aim was ‘to give
some account of the changes which have taken place in the arrangement of
the old painted glass’ during the major restoration which was taking place
throughout the nineteenth century. The preface is by Dean Farrar, the author
of the popular morality tale for children, Eric, or Little by Little, and all
proceeds were to go to the Cathedral Restoration Fund.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of
out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of

books that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be
reprinted economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library
Collection extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of
importance to researchers and professionals, either for the source material
they contain, or as landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge
University Library, and guided by the advice of experts in each subject area,
Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art scanning machines
in its own Printing House to capture the content of each book selected for
inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear, crisp image,
and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the Press
is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection will bring back to life books of enduring
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social
sciences and in science and technology.
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This edition first published 1901
This digitally printed version 2010
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This book reproduces the text of the original edition. The content and language reflect
the beliefs, practices and terminology of their time, and have not been updated.

Cambridge University Press wishes to make clear that the book, unless originally published
by Cambridge, is not being republished by, in association or collaboration with, or
with the endorsement or approval of, the original publisher or its successors in title.
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PREFATORY NOTE.

HOPE to follow up the present tract by editions of

other iconographical texts of less meagre proportions.
Foremost among these I contemplate issuing the text of the
book called Pictor in Carmine, to which mauy allusions are
made in the accompanying pages. I will here subjoin a list
of the manuscripts of this work which are at present known
to me, partly for the convenience of students, and partly in
the hope that other copies may be recognised. The first
words of the table of subjects are: “Colloquium Gabrielis et
Virginis.” The Prologue begins: “Dolens in sanctuario dei.”
I shall be very grateful for any additions to my list of

authorities.

1. Corpus Christi College, Cambridge, no. 217. An

incomplete text from Worcester.

2. Ibid., no.300. A fine manuscript, which contains
only Pictor. 1 have a complete transcript of it.

3. Bodl. Rawlinson A. 425. Containing only Pictor.
Imperfect at the end.

4. Bodl Digby 65, ff. 79—102.
5. Durham, Bp. Cosin’s Library V. 11. 5.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781108011334
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-01133-4 - The Verses Formerly Inscribed on Twelve Windows in the Choir
of Canterbury Cathedral

Montague Rhodes James and Emily Williams

Frontmatter

More information

vi PREFATORY NOTE.

6. Phillipps, 11059. Sir Thomas Phillipps printed
the Prologue from this MS. in one of his Catalogues,
and M. Delisle has reprinted it in Mélanges de Paléo-
graphie, etc., p. 205.

Two other remarks may be made in this place. Firstly,
the term “Theological,” as applied to windows containing
pictures of types and antitypes, is borrowed ultimately, I be-
licve, from the works of MM. Cahier and Martin. I derive
1t directly from Mr Westlake’s History of Design in Painted
Glass. Secondly, the punctuation of the verses printed in
the tract is that supplied by the manuscript; I do not wish
any readers to hold me responsible for it. They must
punctuate for themselves if they desire to get any sense out

of the lines.

M R. J.
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