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PREFACE.

THE first of the two volumes which I now publish is
an introductory volume designed to throw light on the
political teaching of Aristotle. I have sought to view his
political teaching in connexion not only with the central
principles of his philosophical system, but also with the
results of earlier speculation. I have endeavoured to
discover how it came to be what it is, and especially to
trace its relation to the political teaching of Plato, and
to ask how far the paths followed by the two inquirers
lay together, how far and at what points they diverged.
It is only thus that we can learn how much came to
Aristotle by inheritance and how much is in a more es-
pecial sense his own. If the investigation of these ques-
tions has often carried me beyond the limits of the Politics,
I have sought in recapitulating and illustrating Aristotle’s
political teaching to follow as far as possible in the track
of its inquiries. It will be seen, however, that I have dealt
in my First Volume with some books of the Politics at far
greater length than with others. Thus, while I have
analysed with some fulness the contents of the Third,
Fourth, and Fifth Books (in the order which I have
adopted) and have also had much to say with regard to
the inquiries of the First, I have dwelt but little on the
Second Book and have given only a short summary of
the contents of the Sixth, Seventh, and Eighth. My plan
has been in my First Volume to devote most space to
the books in which the Political Theory of Aristotle is
more especially embodied, particularly as they are books

VOL. L. b
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vi PREFACE.

the full significance of which is easily missed, and which
are perhaps better dealt with in a continuous exposition
than in notes on the text, so far at least as their substance
is concerned. Other books seemed to be best studied in a
commentary : thus, while I have said but little in my First
Volume with regard to the Second Book, I have dealt with
it at some length in the Notes contained in the Second
Volume. The two volumes are, in fact, designed to com-
plete each other. I shall have much to add in a subsequent
volume on the Sixth, Seventh, and Eighth Books.

In both volumes I have sought to keep in view the
links which connect the Politics with Greek literature
generally. It is the work of a widely read man who writes
for readers hardly less familiar with Greek literature than
himself, and light is often thrown not only on the origin
of a doctrine, but also on the meaning of a sentence or the
turn of a phrase, when we can recall some kindred passage
from the poets or prose-writers of Greece. Aristotle’s
contemporaries were probably far more aware than any
modern reader of the Politics can be, how often he tacitly
repeats or amends or controverts the opinions of others.
He is especially fond of tacitly echoing or impugning the
opinions of Plato, and in a less degree of Xenophon and
Isocrates. But not a few works are lost to us which
Aristotle had before him in writing the Politics. Among
these is the historical work of Ephorus, of which we possess
only fragments. We have no doubt lost much by losing
all but the fragments of Aristotle’s own ¢ Polities.’

My inquiries have carried me over a wide field, and the
conclusions at which I have arrived cannot fail to be often
open to correction. I would gladly have made my two vol-
umes shorter than they are, but I have not found it easy to
<do so. The length of my explanatory notes is mainly due
to the frequent—indeed, almost incessant—occurrence of
ambiguities of language in the Greek of the Politics, which
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PREFACE. vii

cannot be cleared up without discussion, and which often
need all the light that can be thrown on them from parallel
passages. The style of the Politics is of an easy, half-
conversational character and readily lends itself to am-
biguities of this kind. My notes, however, would have
been shorter if I had not often thought it well to print
in full passages referred to in them. I hope to be less
lengthy in my notes on the Third, Fourth, and Fifth
Books, with which I have already dealt pretty fully in
my Introduction. I fear that I shall frequently be found
to try the patience of my readers, and not least in some
of the opening pages of the First Volume, which treat of
matters of a somewhat technical nature. I trust, however,
that this volume may sometimes serve to smooth the path
of thoughtful readers of the Politics, though I am well
aware that no single student of the treatise can hope to
exhaust its meaning. The volume, or volumes, completing
the work will, I hope, follow after a not too long interval.
Since my remarks on the MSS. of the Politics (vol. 2.
p. xli sqq.) were in type, the general preference which I
have expressed in them for the authority of the second
family of MSS. has received welcome confirmation from
the discovery, or rediscovery, in the Vatican Library of
twelve palimpsest leaves forming part of the second
volume of a Vatican MS. of Aristides (gr. 1298), which
contain fragmentary portions of the Third and Sixth
Books of the Politics and are said to belong to the tenth
century. These fragments were already known to Mai, who
gives a short notice of them in Script. vet. nova collectio
2. 584 without, however, enabling his readers to identify
the MS. in which they occur; hence they were lost sight
of till the winter of 1886, when they were brought to the
knowledge of Dr. G. Heylbut, who has published a
collation of them in the Rieinisches Museum for 1887
(p. 102 sqq.), to which I may refer my readers. The
t voL. L. b2
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viii PREFACE,

twelve leaves are stated by him to comprise the following
passages of the Politics :—

3. 1. 12752 13—3. 2. 1275 b 33,

3. 4. 1276 b 17—1277 b 1,

3- 5. 1278 a 24—3. 10. 1281 2 37,

3. 15. 1286 b 16—6 (4). 1. 1288 b 37,

6 (4). 4. 1290 a 36—6 (4). 5. 1292 b 20.

According to a shoft notice of Dr. Heylbut’s article
contributed by Mr. R. D. Hicks to the Classical Review,
No. 1, p. 20 sq., Professor Susemihl finds that these
Palimpsest Fragments agree with the readings of the
second family of MSS. in sixty-two cases and with those
of  the first family in twenty-seven only. Mr. Hicks
suggests that the codex of which these are the fragments,
or its original, ‘belongs to a period anterior to any sharp
distinction between the manuscripts of the two families’:
be that, however, as it may, it is clear that the fragments
lend the support of whatever authority they possess rather
to the second family than to the first. Dr. Heylbut, in
fact, holds (p. 107), that ‘any future recension of the text
of the Politics should be based primarily on the manu-
scripts of the second family (eine kiinftige Textrecension
in erster Linie auf Grund von I1* herzustellen ist)’ He
here anticipates the conclusion at which I had myself
already in the main arrived.

My indebtedness to the writings of others may be
measured by the frequency with which I refer to them.
To no one do I owe more than to Professor Susemihl.
His editions of the Politics, and especially that of 1872,
have been invaluable to me, though I have never been able
to follow him in his preference for the first family of MSS.
and have often arrived at conclusions respecting the text
at variance with his. I need not repeat here what I have
said elsewhere (vol. 2. pp. xlii, 57 sqq.) of my indebted-
ness to his apparatus criticus. My debt to the Index
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PREFACE. ix

Aristotelicus of Bonitz is only second to that which I owe
to Susemihl. The concise but important comments on pas-
sages of the Politics which it contains are but too likely to
escape notice from their brevity, and I-have done my
best to draw attention to them. Among the works which
I have found especially useful I may mention Zeller’s
Philosophie der Griechen; C. F. Hermann’s Lehrbuch
der griechischen Antiquititen ; several of the writings of
Vahlen, Bernays, Teichmiiller, and Eucken; Leopold
Schmidt’s Ethik der alten Griechen ; Biichsenschiitz’ Besitz
und Erwerb im griechischen Alterthume, and Henkel’s
Studien zur Geschichte der griechischen Lehre vom Staat.
Dittenberger’s valuable review of Susemihl’s first edition
of the Politics has long been known to me. To my many
predecessors in the task of editing and commenting on the
Politics from Victorius downwards, and to the numerous
translators of the work, beginning with Sepulveda, I owe
not a little. Mr. Welldon’s careful and thoughtful version
has constantly been consulted by me and often with profit,
and I have made as much use of Professor Jowett’s in-
teresting work on the Politics as the comparative lateness
of its appearance allowed. For a mention of other works
which have been used by me I may refer my readers to
the citations scattered over my two volumes.

My best thanks are due to the President and Fellows of
Corpus Christi College, Oxford, for twice allowing me the
use at the Bodleian Library of the MS. of the Politics
(No. 112) belonging to the College ; to the authorities of
Balliol and New College for the loan of their MSS. 112
and 228; and to the authorities of the Bodleian and
Phillipps Libraries for the courtesy they have shown me.
I have mentioned elsewhere (vol. 2. p. 60) how much I am
indebted to Mr. E. Maunde Thompson, Keeper of the MSS.
in the British Museum, and to Mr. F. Madan, Sub-Librarian
of the Bodleian Library, for important assistance in the
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X PREFACE.

interpretation of an inscription in MS. Phillipps 891. To
the friends who have done me the service of criticising
my proof-sheets as they have passed through the press
I am under the greatest obligations, and especially to
Mr. Alfred Robinson of New College, who has kindly
found time in the midst of his many engagements patiently
to peruse the whole of them, and whose criticisms and
suggestions have been of much value to me, to the Warden
of Wadham College, to whom I owe a similar acknowledg-
ment, and to Mr. Ingram Bywater, who has perused many
of my proofs. The comments of Mr. R. L. Nettleship and
Mr. Evelyn Abbott of Balliol College, and of Professor
Andrew Bradley, on portions of my proof-sheets have also
been of much use to me. I have profited much by the
criticisms of friends, but for the shortcomings of this
work I am alone responsible, I should add that Mr.
Bywater has kindly lent me the late Mr. Mark Pattison’s
copy of Stahr’s edition of the Politics, containing a few
annotations from his hand, from which I have been glad to
have the opportunity of quoting now and then.

In referring to the works of Aristotle, I give, in addition
to the book and chapter of the treatise cited, the page,
column, and line of Bekker’s edition of 1831. My references
to the work of Zeller are to the last edition, except where
another is specified ; those to C. F. Hermann’s Lehrbuch
are to K. B. Stark’s edition of it, unless the contrary is
specified, the latest edition being still incomplete, The
abbreviation Sus! refers to Susemihl’s first edition of the
Politics published in 1872, Sus? and Sus2 to the two
editions subsequently published by him. I have thought
it better, especially in my First Volume, to translate the
quotations which I have occasionally made from German
books ; I have, however, usually left German renderings of
passages in the Politics untranslated.

AvucusT, 1887.
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