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THE

TRANSLATORS PREFACE.

THE History, of which an English translation is
now offered to the public, forms the second and third
volumes of a work by Professor C. O. Miiller, en-
titled, ¢« Histories of Greek Tribes and Cities.” The
first volume of this series was published separately
under the name of “ Orchomenos and the Minyze :”
and contains a most learned and valuable examina-
tion of the mythology and early history of Orcho-
menos and other towns of Beeotia, and of the mi-
grations of the Minyz, together with other ques-
tions more or less connected with these subjects. It
is, in every respect, a distinct and separate work
from the Dorians, comprised in the second and third
volumes ; nor was it more incumbent on us to pub-~
lish a translation of that first volume, because it is
often referred to in the subsequent volumes, than of
the many other admirable works on Grecian history,
equally referred to, which are inaccessible to persons
not acquainted with the German language.

At a time when a large part of the present trans-
lation had been completed, the translators commu-
nicated by letter to Professor Miiller their intention
with regard to his work on the Dorians, and re-

VOL. 1. a
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n TRANSLATORS PREFACE.

quested him to read the manuscript of their transla-
tion before it was printed, in case they should have
any where committed any errors, or failed to catch
the import of his words. To this request Mr. Miil-
ler, though not personally known by either of the
translators, not only acceded, but, with an unex-
pected, and indeed unhoped-for liberality, expressed
his willingness to contribute to our translation all
the alterations and additions which his reading had
suggested since the appearance of the original work.
The manuscript was accordingly transmitted, and
carefully revised, corrected, and enlarged by the au-
thor. Of the value of these changes it would perhaps
be improper that we should speak in the terms
which they seem to us to deserve: of their num-
ber, however, as this can be brought tq a certain
test, we will venture to assert, that few books un-
dergo so great changes after their first publication;
and that the present work may be in strictness con-
sidered, not only a translation, but a new edition of
the original. In making these changes, it was also
the author’s wish to clear up ambiguities or ob-
scurity of meaning, either by a change in the ex-
pression, or a fuller developement of the thought:
and we cannot help hoping, that even to a person
acquainted with German our translation will thus
be found in many places more explicit and satis-
factory than the original text.

Besides those alterations, which appear for the
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TRANSLATORS' PREFACE. i

first time in the following translation, the additions
and corrections published by the author in his ¢« In-
“ troduction to a scientific System of Mythology”
have been here incorporated; and a Dissertation on
the early history of the Macedonian nation, pub-
lished separately by the author, some time after
the appearance of the Dorians, has been inserted in
the Appendix.

Not only has the small map of Macedonia, ap-
pended to this Dissertation, been inserted in our
translation, in addition to the map of the Pelopon-
nese, which was alone contained in the original
work, but also a map of northern Greece, which,
together with the explanatory article inserted in the
Appendix, is now for the first time given to the
public. These three maps together furnish a com-
plete geographical picture of ancient Greece, from
the promontory of Taenarum to the north of Mace-
donia; and we may be allowed to say, that in ac-
curacy and fulness of detail, they rival, if not excel,
all other maps of the same regions?.

After the printing of the whole work (with the
exception of the Appendix) had been completed, the
sheets were sent to Mr. Miiller, by which means
not only the translation of the original, but also of

2 The map of Northern Greece was not received until that of
the Peloponnese had been engraved ; and being intended by the
author for circulation in Germany, as well as in England the

names are given in Latin. This must serve as an apology for
this want of uniformity in the two maps.

a2
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v TRANSLATORS' PREFACE.

the manuscript additions, have received the appro-
bation of the author. Any discrepancies, therefore,
which may appear between the translation and the
original must be considered as sanctioned by the
author. The translators at the same time think it
right to state, in case Mr. Miiller should be exposed
to any misrepresentations in his own country, that
in making their translation they did not consider
themselves bound to follow the letter of the origi-
nal, and have sometimes indulged in a free pa-
raphrase : while in some places they suggested
more considerable changes, on account of the dif-
ference between the opinions on many important
subjects which generally prevail in England and
Germany.

In translating a work embracing so many sub-
jects, which have scarcely ever been treated by an
English writer, we have had to contend with the
difficulties presented by the character of our lan-
guage less patient of neologisms and foreign terms
than the German. As a considerable part of the fol-
lowing pages is dedicated to an examination of the
early history and religion, and therefore of the my-
thology of the Doric race, we have had frequent oc-
casion for a word which should express that subject
of which mythology treats. Now, as mythology is
a Adyos wepi pifwv, nothing could be more precise or
convenient than the term mythus, and its derivative
mythical, which have been naturalized by the Ger-

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org/9781108011099

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-01109-9 - History and Antiquities of the Doric Race, Volume 1
Carl Otfried Muller

Frontmatter

More information

TRANSLATORS PREFACE. v

man writers, and which it has been lately attempted
to introduce into our language. It is not to be ex-
pected that we should enter into a detailed investi-
gation of the different senses in which the words
pibes or mythus have been used. It is sufficient to
say, that where the tales of mythology have a Ais-
torical meaning, a mythus may be defined to be a
fictitious or fanciful narrative, having an analogy
to some real event or events. Thus, to take an in-
stance from the following work?® a certain king,
Hellen, was said to have had three soms, Dorus,
Xuthus, and Aolus; Xuthus to have had two sons,
Ion and Achaus. From these four progenitors the
four races of the Hellenes, named Dorians, Aolians,
Ionians, and Achaans were said to have been de-
scended. Now, literally taken, this story is abso-
lutely false. The historical memorials of Greece do
not enable us to trace nations up to individuals:
and in this instance, not only the fact, that this
genealogy is fictitious, but even the time when it
was invented, can be shewn. But the facts, to
which this fabulous pedigree bears an analogy, are,
that these four races belonged to the nation of Hel-
lenes; that though in many things differing, yet on
the whole they had a strong national affinity ; and
stood to one another, as it were, in the relation of
brethren. Again, (to take another instance from
the same source®) Cyrene, a nymph beloved by

b See vol. L. p. 510, ¢ Vol. 1. p. 293.
a3
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Apollo, was reported to have been carried by that
god to Africa, in a chariot drawn by swans. This
is a metaphorical or fanciful representation of the
real fact, that the town of Cyrene was founded on
the coast of Africa under the superintendence of the
oracle of Apollo. Now although both these uifo:
or fables are, if literally interpreted, false; they are
not the mere vagaries or unauthorized fictions of a
poetical fancy. The imagination of the mytholo-

b

gist was “ a chartered libertine;” and his stories
were as much invented with a designed application
as those of a professed fabulist. This very sense
the word fable has seemed to us to express with
great propriety. As in Greek the word uifes is ap-
plied both to the tales of mythology and of Alsop
and his imitatorsd, so in English the word fable,
which commonly signifies a fictitious story of events
contrary to the order of nature, intended by its ana-
logous application to illustrate or enforce some moral
lesson, may properly be extended to those fictitious
narratives of mythology, which have an analogous
allusion or reference to real events. It is true, that
as the story, considered by itself, is false, we some-
times use fable as synonymous with falsehood ; and
hence the common usage of the word fabulous, which
we have taken the liberty to employ in the larger
sense just described.

Neither have we ventured to imitate the Germans

4 Mtbo Alodmeior, &e.
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TRANSLATORS® PREFACE. vii

in writing Demeter, Zeus, Hermes, &c.; but have
followed the English custom (which probably ori-
ginated from reading Greek books in Latin transla-
tions) of using the names of the corresponding dei-
ties of the Romans. We are aware of the confu-
sion which this practice occasions in a comparison
of the Greek and Roman religions, or in a treatise
which embraces both these subjects: in the present
work, however, where the Latin may be taken as
the exact synonyms of the Greek names, we trust
that no obscurity will be caused by this practice,
and must leave this very desirable innovation to
writers of higher authority than ourselves.

It may likewise, perhaps, be useful to mention
that by the phrase elementary religion, which fre-
quently occurs in the following translation, is meant
a worship of the outward objects of nature, such as
the sun, the moon, the earth, the waters, or of those
active and productive powers which seem to cause
the changes of seasons and the growth of vegetable
life.

In speaking of the political institutions of the
states of ancient Greece, we are not aware of hav-
ing used any foreign terms, except Zmocracy, which
it is perhaps needless to say was used by the poli-
tical writers of Greece to signify a government
founded on wealth, or in which the qualification for
public offices, or a seat in the popular assemblies
and courts of justice, was the possession of a certain

a4
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viii TRANSLATORS’ PREFACE.

amount of property (riuyua, or census). There is,
however, a subject connected with the political divi-
sions of the ancient states, on which little or no in-
formation is to be found in any English writer ; and
we have therefore collected from some German books,
a knowledge of which is presupposed in the follow-
ing work, a brief account of the meaning of the terms
PvAy, ¢pa'rpt'a, waf-rpa, 76’#0;, and olkog.

We shall begin by setting down a translation of
a passage of Diceearchus, preserved in Stephanus
of Byzantiume, which is the chief authority on this
difficult subject.

¢ Steph. Byz. in wdrpa. Idrpa & 1dv rpidy Tdv map’ "EXAyoe
kowavlas elddv, bs Awalapxos, & 87 xakobuev wdrpav, Ppparpiav, puiiy.
&Ml 8¢ mdrpa pév els Ty Sevrépay perdBaociy éNddvrav 1) kard pdvas
éxdoTe mpdrepov oboa ouyyéveia, dmd Tod mpeafurdrov Te kai pd\igra
loxboavros & Té yéver iy émovvpiav Exovoa, v dv Tpémov Alaxlas #
Ilehomidas elmor Tis dv.

®Barpiav 8¢ owéBy Aéyeolbar kat Pparplav, émedy) Twes els érépav
wdrpay é0ibooav Tas Buvyarépas éavrdy' ob yip € TEY TarpleTIKGY
iepdy elxe xowwviav 7 Sobeica, dAN’ els Ty 7ot AaBdyros adriy guve-
7é\et wdrpav. dore wpdrepov wé0e Ths cuvddov yryvopévns dBelgpals
oty dBehpd, érépa Tis iepiv éréfy xowwviky aivodos, fv &) Qparplay
évépalor: kai wdkw Sore mdrpa pév Svmep eimopev ék Tijs ovyyevelas
Tpémoy éyévero pdliora Tis yovéov alr Tékvois kal Tékvay oy yovetot,
Pparpia 8¢ ék Tis TGy ddehdpay.

Buljj 8¢ kai Pvhérar mpdrepor dvopdobnoav ék Tis els Tas mwohews kal
T4 xakotpeva €byn quvddou yevopévns® Eaorov yip TéY cuvedévrwv
Pilov éNéyero eivar.

In the above passage the necessary emendations of Buttmann
have been received, viz. parpiav 8¢ auwéBy for marpiav 8¢ cuvéBn,
érépav mwdrpay for érépav Ppdrpav, pparpiay dvdpaloy for marplay dvd-
pafou, tijs yovéwy for rois yovéwr, and réwev for rékva. In the last
clause Wachsmuth suggests mpérov for mpdrepov. The word it-

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org/9781108011099

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-01109-9 - History and Antiquities of the Doric Race, Volume 1
Carl Otfried Muller

Frontmatter

More information

TRANSLATORS PREFACE. ix

“ Patra was the name of the second stage of re-
“ lationship among different persons, the first having
“ merely been the affinity between man and wife.
“ Its title was derived from the most ancient and
“ powerful of the race, as, for instance, the Kacidae
“ or Pelopidee.

“ The names Phatria and Phratria arose as fol-
“lows. When a man married his daughter to the
“ member of a different Patra, the bride no longer
“ continued to share in the sacred rites of the Patra
“ to which she by birth belonged, but was reckoned
“ in the Patra of her husband. So that a meeting
“ of brothers and sisters in different Patras having
“ first arisen from natural affection, another society
“ was formed, with a community of sacred rites,
« called Phratria. Thus a Patre arose chiefly from
“ the affinity of parents and children, and children
« and parents, and a Phratria from that of brothers
“ and sisters.

“ The terms ¢uviy and ¢urérau first arose from
“ the association of mankind into states and nations,
“ each of the combining parts being called a ¢vre.”

The above very curious passage of Diceearchus,

self is perhaps not required. And afterwards we ought pro-
bably to read dvopdobygav Tis eis Tis méhes, &c. as the same
writer appears to suggest.

See Buttmann, Berlin Transactions 1818—19, on ¢parpia,
reprinted in Mythologus, vol. IL. p. 304—334; Wachsmuth,
Hellenische Alterthumskunde, vol. 1. part I. p. 312; Boeckh and
Dissen on Pindar, as quoted below, vol. IL. p. 83. note *; Nie-
buhr, History of Rome, vol. L. p. 266 sqq. ed. 2. Engl. transl.
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who was a pupil of Aristotle, must be considered
in reference to the political theory of that philoso-
pher. The most simple element of civil society is,
according to Aristotle, a family : the next a village,
which is a collection or assemblage of families : the
last a state, which is a collection or union of vil-
lages. Aristotle, therefore, considers mankind as
brought together by the communion of place. Di-
caearchus, however, supposes the principle of union
to have been, not communion of residence, but re-
lationship. In shewing this, he supposes society to
be resolved into its most simple element, a mar-
ried pair. This is the first stage; and he then pro-
ceeds to form a nation, as it were, synthetically;
that is, he adds the parts together, to make up
the whole. The second degree is a family, pro-
perly so called; that is, a number of persons de-
riving their descent from the same stock. This
was sometimes called wdrpa, as being a collection of
persons springing from the same father, or #arsp.
This person (whether real or supposed) gave his
name to all his descendants, such as the Aacida
from Aacus, the Heraclidee from Hercules, &c.
which corresponds to our surname. In the origin
of society, a family would consist only of parents
and children living under the same roof. This is
the point at which Dicaearchus must take it f; for his

f Compare Cicero de Offic. I. 17. Prima societas in ipso con-
Jugio est : proxima in liberis : deinde una domus, communia omnia
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third stage is a collection of families, which arose,
he says, from the regret which the sisters, when
married, felt for the loss of their brothers’ com-
pany; as the wife belonged to the Patra, or family,
of her husbands. Hence certain meetings were held,
at which all the Patra connected by marriage took
part in the same rites and sacrifices, and thus form-
ed a certain political division, called a Phratria,
from ¢paryp, the same as frater; because the con-
nexion originated, not, like a Patra, from paternal,
but from fraternal affection. This great religious
festival was by the Ionians and Athenians cele-
brated under the name of ’Amarcipia,  the union of
“ the wdropes, or members of the wdrpe:®.” An union
of these larger bodies, or Phratrias, made a ¢pvAy, or

.... Sequuntur fratrum conjunctiones, sobrinorumgque : qui cum
una domo jam capi non possint, in alias domos, tanquam in colonias,
exeunt (thus making several olko, but only one yévos). Sequun-
tur connubia et affinitates ($pparpia) . ... Sanguinis autem conjunc-
tio benevolentia devincit homines et caritate. Magnum est enim ea-
dem habere monumenta majorum, iisdem uti sacris, sepulcra habere
communia.
£ <« Apud Sophoclem in Tereo fragm. VIL. mulier queritur,
dray 8 és By éfwbpel elippoves,
&foiped o, kai Siepmohdpeda
Oedv marpgwy TéY Te Puodrrer émo.
filie enim enubunt e sacris familiaribus et gentiliciis,
76 & dpoev ZomyK’ év Bépots dei yévos
Bedv marpgwy kal Tadwv Tiudopoy.
Eurip. Dan. fragm. VI, Hoc in commune valet, exceptis epidicis ; nam
sacra heredem sequuntur.” Lobeck, Aglaophamus, vol. II. p. 1206.
b Below, p. 95. note f.
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tribe (¢ribus), which tribes were again combined into
a state.

The above passage sufficiently explains the terms
pparpia (and its synonym the Spartan ©Gz) and ¢vay,
with which the Latin #ribus corresponds; and ac-
cordingly the word ¢ribe has often been used in this
restricted sense in the present translation. It should,
however, be remarked, that in the above passage,
where a ¢parpia is considered as made up of families,
and a tribe of Phratrias, the tribe is supposed to
be formed by descent, and to have no reference to
place. A tribe, in this sense, is a certain division of
the inhabitants of a country according to their birth.
But when, as in Attica after the change of Cleisthe-
nes, a state is considered as made up of ¢vrai and
dipos, of tribes and boroughs (as we have always
rendered d%uos), a tribe is a certain territorial divi-
sion, a portion of the surface of the country, which
is further subdivided into smaller areas, called %uos,
each containing a town, which, as being the most
important part of this district, is itself commonly
called ¥uos. Hence we have rendered it by the
word borough, as signifying a country town of some
consideration. The word family would exactly re-
present the marpa of Dicsearchus, if that were its
common use; but.unhappily such is not the fact.
ldrpa, together with yéwg, and its Latin synonym
gens, is used to denote, not only those who were
really, but those who supposed themselves descend-
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ed from the same ancestor. Whether all the mem-
bers of the yém of Athens and other places, and the
mdrpas of Corinth, Agina, and some Ionic islands,
were in fact derived from the same stock, it is need-
less to inquire; it being sufficient to know that
they certainly were not descended from the person
to whom they referred their origin; this forefather
being, in most cases, a hero or a god who never had
a real existence. Thus we are not to revive the
system of Euhemerus, and suppose that Butes and
Aacus were real men, because the Eteobutadae of
Athens and the Aacida of Algina were said to have
sprung from them. In this manner the members of
the same yévoc composed many different families, and
lived in many houses ; and only retained their gen-
tile connexions by sharing the same surname and
the same peculiar religious rites. Accordingly the
wérpa or yévos only differed from the ¢parpia or wfz
in the number of its members, or its comprehensive-
ness. A single family, as living in one house, the
Greeks called ofkos : yévos was a collection of families,
supposed to have a common descent, and chiefly
held together by a participation in the same reli-
gious observances. To mark this distinction be-
tween oikes and yéws, the translators of Niebuhr’s
Roman History have employed jfamily for the
former, and /kouse for the latter: a usage which
it seems impossible to approve ; as kowse appears to
imply even more forcibly than jfamily the sameness
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of descent and of habitation. We have therefore
retained the one word in its common acceptation ;
and have translated yéws by clan, guided by the
analogy of the divisions so called in Scotland. In
that country the clans were certain divisions of the
people, of which all the members bore a common
surname, the mark of a supposed common descént.
The Campbells, for instance, or the Douglases, form-
ed a body precisely analogous to the gens of the
Romans, or the yévos and wdrpa of the Greeks: they
might have contained more hearths or families (oixo:)
than was common in ancient states; although the
well-known story of the Fabian clan proves that,
when the vassals were included, their numerical
force was sometimes very great. “ The clans of the
“ (aels,” says Thierry, in his History of the Norman
Conquest of England i, “ were perpetuated in free-
“ dom under the patriarchal chiefs; to whom the
“ men of the clan, bearing all the same name, were
“ obedient, like sons to their father. Every tribe
* which, not having a patriarch, a representative of
“ the original father, lived in separate families, was
“ considered as base: but few incurred this disho-
“ nour ; for to avoid it, the poets and historians—
« great authors of genealogies—always took care to
“ make each new chief descend from the primitive
“ one, the common forefather of the whole tribe.
“ In token of this filiation, which was never to be

! Vol. IL. p. 273. Engl. transl.
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“ interrupted, the actual chief added to his name a
“ patronymic surname, which all his predecessors
“ had borne, and which in like manner all his suc-
“ cessors were to take.”

With the above explanation, it is hoped that the
author’s discussion on the political divisions in the
Doric states will be intelligible to persons not pre-
viously acquainted with the subject. At the same
time, in case the reader should meet with any other
question of which too great a knowledge is pre-
supposed by the author, we think it proper to state,
that it was not our intention to be commentators as
well as translators, or to explain and examine while
we interpret. To some of the opinions, and parti-
cularly to the political doctrines contained in the
following work, we regret that we are unable to as-
sent: but we think it needless to enter our pro-
test against any other than the supposition (which
has been sometimes incautiously, perhaps unfairly
made), that a translator is bound by the doctrines of
the writer whom he renders.

But while we guard against this misunderstanding,
we cannot forbear from avowing our conviction that
there are few books comprehending so large a field
of early history, and ascending into the dim regions
of fable and mythology, which will be found to con-
tain so few erroneous or dangerous speculations as
the following work. The pages of early Grecian
history are, in the works generally received in this
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country, occupied with a mass of puerile and incre-
dible fables, purified in part of their more obvious
absurdities, and reduced to an apparent chronologi-
cal order. These narratives have been borrowed
from one historian by another, and repeated with as
much confidence as the history of the Peloponne-
sian war, or of the age of Philip and Demosthenes.
But where contemporary history is wanting, such a
superficial study of the supposed historical accounts
is worse than no study at all. It is better to reject
all, than to believe all, where the alloy of error is
large. In these obscure regions, the historian can
only be safe when guided by a careful comparison
of all the different legends of the numerous states
and cities of Greece, so as to decipher their meta-
phorical language; by a study of the geography,
and nature of the country, the history and remains
of art, and of religion, of ancient inscriptions and
coins, and of every other means which ingenuity can
contrive for restoring from its fragments the ruined
fabric of antiquity. That the author has by long,
patient, and sober investigation penetrated into the
depths of ancient Grecian history; that he has re-
moved much which was false, and substituted what
is true; and frequently found the master key to the
windings and intricacies of mythology, must be ac-
knowledged even by those who will not assent impli-
citly to all his conclusions. We can, however, venture
to say, that the candour and unwearied diligence of
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the author (to which the translators are indebted
for improvements in this edition to an amount of
which they are no less sensible than grateful) will
lead him not only to hail with pleasure the re-
searches of those who may disagree with him, but
even to strengthen their conclusions and extend
their inquiries.

VOL. 1. b
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