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Printing and Publishing History

The interface between authors and their readers is a fascinating subject in

its own right, revealing a great deal about social attitudes, technological
progress, aesthetic values, fashionable interests, political positions, economic
constraints, and individual personalities. This part of the Cambridge Library
Collection reissues classic studies in the area of printing and publishing
history that shed light on developments in typography and book design,
printing and binding, the rise and fall of publishing houses and periodicals,
and the roles of authors and illustrators. It documents the ebb and flow of
the book trade supplying a wide range of customers with products from
almanacs to novels, bibles to erotica, and poetry to statistics.

A Century of Bibles

William John Loftie (1839-1911) wrote prolifically on topics related to
travel, art, architecture, and history. In this 1872 work, his stated desire

was to investigate those editions of the Authorized Version published in

the century following the initial 1611 text. Noting that other historians had
‘stopped short’ when reaching that acknowledged culmination of English
biblical scholarship, he went further, claiming it was ‘no exaggeration to
assert that our modern Bible is altered throughout from its original, for the
better in some places, for the worse in some’ His catalogue and discussion
of the various texts involved included those from the British and Bodleian
Libraries together with additional lists from scholars Lea Wilson and Francis
Fry. Surveying English editions of the Bible published during a sometimes
contentious century, Loftie’s work reveals how printing and editing practices
did, over time, affect even the seemingly static Authorized Version of the
Bible.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of
out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of

books that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be
reprinted economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library
Collection extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of
importance to researchers and professionals, either for the source material
they contain, or as landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge
University Library, and guided by the advice of experts in each subject area,
Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art scanning machines
in its own Printing House to capture the content of each book selected for
inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear, crisp image,
and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the Press
is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection will bring back to life books of enduring
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social
sciences and in science and technology.
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PREFACE.

SN HE many deficiencies of the following
))f‘/" lift, efpecially in the Scottifh editions
B W| and the New Teffaments, will be
' J| i part fupplied by the enumeration
in the Appendix of examples in feveral collections,
public and private. The compiler bas endeavoured
to fee every book named in his work: but this
was often impoffible : and in fuch cafes references
are given to the authorities on which they are
inferted.

Four fizes have been fixed upon as generally
applicable : folio, quarto, oftavo, and duodecimo.
Quarto and ofiave bibles count wfually in four
Signatures and four blanks ; in fome catalogues,
that of the Britifh Mufeum, for example, the two
Jizes are often confounded. Some duodecimos, again,
count in five fignatures and feven blanks, other in
Jix and fix ; and there is no flandard by whick
to diftinguifh 12mo. 16mo. 24mo. and 32mo.
In the following lif}, therefore, a rough divifion is
made into < 12mo.” and “ Y2mo. fmall)” and

A

&
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vi Preface.

this, it is hoped, may fuffice for the identification
of any example.

The compiler is glad to have this opportunity
of thanking Mr. Francis Fry for the kindnefs to
which any meafure of completene(s attained by the
prefent work muft be attributed. Mr. Fry at
one time contemplated forming a catalogue of his
own colleition, and moft obligingly gave up the
materials he had gathered.

Sir William Cope’s loan of his lift of the
Stuttgart collettion muft alfo be warmly acknow-
ledged. It will be found to contain fome bibles
not eafily identified with any in the prefent work ;
but the compiler did not obtain it until the greater
part of his book was printed.

The books moft of ten referred to are, < Cottor’s
Lift” 8vo., Oxford, 1852, Second Edition;
 Lea Wilfon's Catalogue,” 4t0., London, 1845 ;
“Fry’s Defeription of the Great Bible,” folio,
London, 1865 ; and < Lec’s Memorial for the
Bible Societies, 8vo., Edinburgh, 1824 ;” and
Appendix, 1826.  Sale Catalogues have alfo
been examined, efpecially that of the late M.
Offor’s Colleftion, on which, however, Little depen-
dence can be placed, as many of his bibles were
wholly made up of different editions.
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