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Books of enduring scholarly value

Classics

From the Renaissance to the nineteenth century, Latin and Greek were
compulsory subjects in almost all European universities, and most early
modern scholars published their research and conducted international
correspondence in Latin. Latin had continued in use in Western Europe long
after the fall of the Roman empire as the lingua franca of the educated classes
and of law, diplomacy, religion and university teaching. The flight of Greek
scholars to the West after the fall of Constantinople in 1453 gave impetus

to the study of ancient Greek literature and the Greek New Testament.
Eventually, just as nineteenth-century reforms of university curricula were
beginning to erode this ascendancy, developments in textual criticism and
linguistic analysis, and new ways of studying ancient societies, especially
archaeology, led to renewed enthusiasm for the Classics. This collection
offers works of criticism, interpretation and synthesis by the outstanding
scholars of the nineteenth century.

Account of the Harvard Greek Play

In May 1881, students of Harvard University performed Sophocles’
masterpiece, Oedipus Tyrannus, in the original Greek. Witnessed by 6,000
people, this performance was reported far and wide, and has gone down in
theatre history as a huge success which excited almost universal enthusiasm.
Henry Norman’s 1882 book commemorates the performance, providing

a record of permanent value for every student of Sophocles. Norman
describes the background to the decision to stage the play, and presents

key information on Sophocles and the characteristics of Greek tragedy. He
then recounts the performance in detail, describing the aspects of the play
which made it such a memorable experience, including the music, the setting
and the scholarship. The book includes a transcript of the programme and
illustrations showing some of the costumes and key moments of the play. It
provides a fascinating contemporary account of this landmark in the modern
revival of classical Greek theatre.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of
out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of

books that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be
reprinted economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library
Collection extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of
importance to researchers and professionals, either for the source material
they contain, or as landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge
University Library, and guided by the advice of experts in each subject area,
Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art scanning machines
in its own Printing House to capture the content of each book selected for
inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear, crisp image,
and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the Press
is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection will bring back to life books of enduring
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social
sciences and in science and technology.
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AN ACCOUNT

OF THE

HARVARD GREEK PLAY.

BY

HENRY NORMAN.

To have seen a Grecian play is a great remembrance.

De QuiNcEY.

BOSTON:
JAMES R. OSGOOD AND COMPANY.
1882.
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THE performance of the Oedipus Tyrannus of
Sophocles in the Theatre of Harvard University in
May, 1881, was a memorable event in our quiet
academic life.  After months of preparation and
anxious thought, it took us all by surprise. We
had hoped to have a dignified academic perform-
ance, which should give classical scholars a vivid
impression of one of those tragedies “of stateliest
argument,” whose full power is beyond the reach of
the mere student, which might revive pleasant recol-
lections in some whose Greek was chiefly a memory
of the past, and which might perhaps also interest a
few others, who would regard an ancient tragedy, like
any other ancient curiosity, with kind and charita-
ble consideration. None were more surprised at the
almost universal enthusiasm which the actual per-
formance excited — none, indeed, were more surprised
at the effect of the performance upon themselves —
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than those of us who should have understood best
the power and grandeur of a tragedy of Sophocles.
This was due in no small measure to the scrupulous
fidelity with which every one who took part in the
performance devoted his best strength to its success ;
but it was due also, and more than to all else, to
the native power of Attic tragedy, which suddenly
revealed itself, even to those who were ignorant of its
form and its language alike, as a veritable ‘ posses-
sion for all time.”

It is eminently proper that the first performance
of a Greek tragedy in America should be commem-
orated in some permanent record ; and all who were
interested in our play will be glad to know that this
volume has been prepared for that purpose by one
whose intimate relations to the play give him a spe-
cial right to be its chronicler.

W. W. GOODWIN.

HarRvArRD UNIVERSITY,
December, 1881.
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