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Travel and Exploration

The history of travel writing dates back to the Bible, Caesar, the Vikings

and the Crusaders, and its many themes include war, trade, science and
recreation. Explorers from Columbus to Cook charted lands not previously
visited by Western travellers, and were followed by merchants, missionaries,
and colonists, who wrote accounts of their experiences. The development of
steam power in the nineteenth century provided opportunities for increasing
numbers of ‘ordinary’ people to travel further, more economically, and more
safely, and resulted in great enthusiasm for travel writing among the reading
public. Works included in this series range from first-hand descriptions of
previously unrecorded places, to literary accounts of the strange habits of
foreigners, to examples of the burgeoning numbers of guidebooks produced
to satisfy the needs of a new kind of traveller - the tourist.

The Travels of Ludovico di Varthema in Egypt,
Syria, Arabia Deserta and Arabia Felix, in
Persia, India, and Ethiopa, A.D. 1503 to 1508

The publications of the Hakluyt Society (founded in 1846) made available
edited (and sometimes translated) early accounts of exploration. The first
series, which ran from 1847 to 1899, consists of 100 books containing
published or previously unpublished works by authors from Christopher
Columbus to Sir Francis Drake, and covering voyages to the New World,

to China and Japan, to Russia and to Africa and India. This 1863 volume
contains a Victorian translation of Ludovico di Varthema’s account

of his travels, originally published in 1510, and translated into many
European languages within a few years. Ludovico set off from Italy in 1502
(determined, he says, ‘to investigate some small portion of this our terrestrial
globe’) and travelled first to Egypt and Syria; he then journeyed through the
Arabian peninsula (where he was imprisoned as a spy), Persia and India, and
reached the Moluccas islands before returning to Europe in 1508.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781108010764
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-01076-4 - The Travels of Ludovico di Varthema in Egypt, Syria, Arabia
Deserta and Arabia Felix, in Persia, India, and Ethiopa, A.D. 1503 to 1508
Lodovico de Varthema

Frontmatter

More information

Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of
out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of

books that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be
reprinted economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library
Collection extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of
importance to researchers and professionals, either for the source material
they contain, or as landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge
University Library, and guided by the advice of experts in each subject area,
Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art scanning machines
in its own Printing House to capture the content of each book selected for
inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear, crisp image,
and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the Press
is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection will bring back to life books of enduring
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social
sciences and in science and technology.
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PREFACE BY THE TRANSLATOR.

Tr1s translation made from the first Italian edition of 1510 ; truthful-
ness of Varthema's narrative, and simplicity of his style; later
editions more or less faulty; the present version intended to be a
faithful representative of the original text; Varthema’s work imme-
diately attracted attention, i-iii. ~Different editions and translations
enumerated : Italian; Latin; German; Spanish; French; Dutch ;
English, iii-xvi.

INTRODUCTION BY THE EDITOR.

Deficiency of all the authorities as to Varthema’s antecedents, xvii; not
supplied by allusions in his dedication, xix ; notice of the Lady Agnesina,
Duchess of Albi and Tagliacozzo, to whom he dedicates, xix ; Ramusio’s
preface has no information, and his edition a third-hand version, xxi;
particulars derivable with more or less certainty from the narrative
itself, xxii ; his motives for travelling, xxiii ; character of his narrative,
xxiii ; scanty recompense, xxiv.

Date of his leaving Europe, xxv; remarks on his notices of Cairo and
Egypt under the Mamluks, ib. ; Syria and Damascus, xxvi; his enrol-
ment as a Mamlik, and reserve as to his profession of Isldm, his Mus-
sulman name (Y@nas or Jonah), and his knowledge of Muhammedanism,
xxvi; remarks on such conformity to Islamism, xxvii; he joins the Hajj
Caravan from Damascus, ib. ; the only European who has reached Meccah
by that route, xxvii ; his sketches of the desert and Beddwin, xxviii ; his
notice of a colony of Jews near El-Medinah, and the fact authenticated,
ib. : his description of El-Medinah and correction of fables gbout Muham-
med’s coffin, xxix; his journey on to Meccah, xxx; his notice of the
politics of the time confirmed by Arabic authorities, the Kurrat El-
Ayin and Rudith er-Ruih, xxx-xxxv ; his account of Meccah, its visitors,
holy places, and ceremonies, xxxv ; wonderful truth of his descriptions,
as confirmed incidentally by Burckhardt and expressly by Burton, xxxvi.

Varthema escapes to Juddah from the Caravan, xxxvi-vii ; his voyage down
the Red Sea and arrival at Aden, xxxviii; suspected as a Christian spy
and imprisoned, and sent to the Sultin of southern Yemen at Radaii,
xxxix ; corroboration of a part of Varthema’s story here from the nar-
ratives of Portuguese acts of piracy at this time, xxxix—xli; outline
of the contemporary politics of Yemen from Arabic authorities, xli-—xliv,
and incidental corroboration of Varthema’s narrative, xliv ; intervention
of one of the Sultin’s wives in Varthema’s favour, and his pretended
madness, xlv; morality of the harim, ¢b.; Varthema obtains leave to
visit Aden, where he engages a passage to India, and spends the interval
before its departure on an excursion through Yemen, xlvi ; he is the first
European traveller who has described that country, and scarcely any but
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Niebuhr have followed, xlvi ; abstract of his route, xlvii ; returns to {&den,
embarks, runs for Africa and visits Zaila and Berbera ; truth of his de-
scriptions, xlviii; circumstantial evidence of the season at whlc]:E this
voyage was made, xlix; Varthema crosses the Indian ocean to Diu in
Guzerat ; thence to Gogo; and thence westward to Julfir in the Per-
sian Gulf, M4skat, and Hormuz, 1; notices of Hormuz and its his-
tory, 1, Li.

Vartgema,’s visit to Eri or Herat, lii; difficulty about his large a,pd fine
river;” Shirdg, liii ; his meeting with a Persian merchant “ Cozazionor,”
who becomes his travelling companion ; advantages of this to Varthema,
liv ; they start for Samarcand, but are turned back by the Sufi’s perse-
cution of the Shi’ds; confirmation of this from history,lv,lvi; Cozazionor
proposes to give Varthema his niece in marriage, Ivii ; they reach Hormuz
and embark for India, arriving at Cheo or Jooah on the Indus; they
reach Cambay, lviii ; truth of particulars regarding it.

Political state of Western India at this period, lviii; accession to the
throne of Guzerat of Mahmfid Shih, surnamed Bigarrah, who reigned
during Varthema’s visit, lix; Mussulman kingdom of the Deccan, its
vicissitudes and subdivision ; *Adil Shah of Bijaplr, Varthema’s « King
of Deccan,” lx; the Brahminical kingdom of Bijayanagir; Ramrij of
that state, Varthema’s * King of Narsinga,” 1xi; Rajah of Cannanore ;
kingdom of the Zamuri Rajah or Zamorin, lxii; history of his pre-
eminence as given by the Portuguese; Quilon, Ixiii; Chayl; kingdom
of Bengal under the Purbi sultdns.

Varthema’s account of the Jains and the Joghis, Ixiv; his description of
Sultin Mahmtd’s mustachioes confirmed by the Mussulman historians.
Varthema’s journey along the coast, inland to Bijapir and back to the
coast, and so to Cannanore, Ixv; his abstinence from communication
with the Portuguese already established there; visit to Bijayanagir,
and remarks on his notices of the coinage; return to the coast and
journey along it to Calicut, 1xvi; fullness, truth, and originality of his
descriptions of manners and peculiarities here, of the distinctions of
castes and singular marriage customs, lxvii; remarks upon these.

Varthema and his companion quit Calicut by the Backwaters, for Kayan-
Kulam and Colon or Quilon, Ixix; thence to Chayl; position of the
latter; city of Cioromandel, 1xx, probably Negapatam ; their visit to
Ceylon ; they proceed to Paleachet or Pulicat, Ixxi; remarks suggested
by the narrative as to the freedom of trade, and protection of foreign
traders in India in those days, Ixxi; many subordinate ports then fre-
quented even by foreign vessels are now abandoned and have disap-
peared from the maps, lxxii ; causes of the greater commerecial centraliza-
tion of the present day, and doubts whether the improvement of access
to the old intermediate ports would not have been attended by better
results ; general prosperity which seems to have prevailed, and for which
a much less equal distribution of property has now been substituted;
impartial administration of justice in old India ; the comparative costli-
ness and tardiness of our system ; humorous story in illustration related
by an Arab merchant, Ixxiv.

Sketch of the political geography of the Transgangetic Peninsula, lxxvi;
Pegu, Siam, Ava, and Toungoo; the various kingdoms of Sumatra;
“ Moors” and “ Pagans;” Java, Ixxvii; sovereigns of the farther islands
visited by Varthema.

The travellers sail from Pulicat to Tarnassari or Tenasserim, lxxviii;
truthful features of the description ; Varthema’s notice of the Hornbill,
Ixxix ; of extraordinary marriage usages; voyage to the “city of Ban-
ghella,” Ixxx ; discussion as to the whereabouts of the city so indicated,
with various quotations; wealth and abundance of products, Ixxxii;
meeting with Christians from the city of Sarnaun, and probable identifi-
cation of that place, from passage in Odorico; remarks on the interest-
ing character of Fra Odorico’s narrative, Ixxxiii ; these Christians advised
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Varthema’s companion to visit Pegu with them, lxxxiv; description of
Pegu, lxxxv; Varthema’s statement about the existence of Christians
there, lxxxv ; interview with the King of Pegu, lxxxvi.

Departure for Malacea, lxxxvii;  Great River,” viz. Straits of Malacca,
Lxxxvii ; character of the place and people, and corroboration of Var-
thema’s narrative ; Sumafra, lxxxviii; questions raised by the text
regarding coins and silk in that island; voyage to the Spice Islands
undertaken, xc¢; this part of the route never previously recorded by any
European, but it would be rash to say never travelled, xci; the Nutme
or Banda Islands; Monoch or the Molucecas; which of the latter did
V:u"thema. visit ? xcii; visit to Borneo, the part not determined, xeciii ;
curious particulars as to appliances for navigation, xciv; the Southern
Cross, xcv; and stories heard of apparentlyantarctic regions,xcv; curiosity
of the Sarnau Christians about Western Christendom ; this may have
awakened Varthema’s desires for home and the abandonment of his
false profession, xcvi; arrival at Java; a plea for the account of it
given by Varthema against Mr. Crawfurd’s condemnation ; mutilated
children, xcvii.

Return to Malacca and thence to Negapatam, and Calicut, xcviii; the
two Milanese gun-founders ; Varthema’s appearance as a physician, and
as Imém; his journey to Cannanore and escape into the Portuguese
garrison, xcix.

Varthema present at the sea fight off Cannanore, ¢; employed as factor
at Cochin ; in the attack on Ponani; his knighthood ; remarks on the
fanaticism and violence of the Portuguese.

Varthema finally quits India, c¢i; remarks on the rapid growth of the
Portuguese power in the East, and its rapid decay, cii; their religious
conquests have survived their temporal sovereignty, ciii; success of
Roman Catholic mission in India greater than that of the Reforme
churches, civ; remarks of Heber quoted. h

Mozambique, cvi; summary of history of the Muhammedan settlements
on the coast of Eastern Africa from Krapf, cvii; the Portuguese rule
and its fall, cviii; inscription over the gateway of Mombdsa ; rise of the
>Ammin Seyyeds of Maskat and Zanzibar, cx; Varthema’s inland excur-
sion at Mozambique, and the illustration it affords of the dealings of the
civilized with the uncivilized, exi.

Varthema’s arrival in Europe, and conclusion of his narrative, cxii.

The Editor’s acknowledgments to various gentlemen, cxiii.

Postscripr. On the site of the ancient city of Bengala.

Further evidence as to the existence of Bengala as a city and port distinet
from Satgong and Chittagong, cxiv; some authors, however, mention the
two latter and not Bengala, cxvii ; abstract of the data as to these three
cities afforded by the principal old maps in the British Museum, cxix ;
Bengala appears for the last time in 1740 ; the site of Bengala, and its
probable destruction by the river as supposed by Rennell, cxx.

Advantages of Travel, from the Arabic.

TRAVELS OF LUDOVICO DI VARTHEMA.

(The headings in the larger type are those of the original text.)

Privilege of printing granted to Varthema by Raphael Bishop of Portueri
and Cardinal of St. George, the Pope’s Chamberlain.

Dedication to Countess of Albi and Duchess of Tagliacozzo, 1-4.

First Chapter concerning Alexandvia, 5.
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Chapter concerning Cairo, 5, 6.
Size of the city, 5; Sultan, Mamelukes, and Moors, 6.

Chapter concerning Baruti, Tripoli, and Aleppo, 6, 7.
Sails to Baruti (Beyroot), 6; St. George and the Dragon, 7; goes to
Tripoli, 4b. ; to Aleppo, ib.

Chapter concerning Aman and Menin, 8.

First Chapter concerning Damascus, 8-11.
Beauty of Damascus, 8; Varthema learns Moorish (Arabic); Castle
of Damascus; story of its builder, a Florentine, 9; goverqnlent of
Damascus under the Sultan of Cairo, and oppressive exactions, 10;
watchmen, 11.

Second Chapter concerning said Damascus, 11, 12.

Riches ; fruits and flowers; water and fountains, 11; Mosgue of St.
Zachariah ; legendary sites of St. Paul’s history and others, 12.

Third Chapter concerning [the Mamelukes in] Damascus, 18-15.
Mamelukes, their training, pay, and customs, 13 ; rudeness to ladies;
dress of ladies ; divorces; cheese, milk, and goats, 14:; truffles; dress
of Moors ; Mameluke oppression ; Christian merchants, 15.

BOOK CONCERNING ARABIA DESERTA.

Chapter showing the route from Damascus to Mecca, wherein
some Arabs are concerned, 16-19.
Varthema joins the caravan to Mecca in the character of a Mame-
luke; travels to Mezeribe, 16 ; Zambei a great Arab lord; his plun-
dering excursions; Arabs described, 17 ; numbers in the caravan,
and its marshalling ; length of the journey to Mecca; food of camels ;
halts to water, 18; fights with the Arabs at watering places; excel-
lence and skill of the Mamelukes as soldiers, archers, and horsemen, 19.

Chapter concerning the city of Sodom and Gomorrah, 19-21.
Valley of Sodom ; barren and blood-red soil, 19; deaths from thirst
in the caravan; mountain with a well, and fight with 24,000 Arabs;
camel intrenchment, 20; black-mail paid; fight renewed and many
Arabs killed, 21.

Chapter concerning a mountain inhabited by Jews, 22-25,
Mountain in which dwelt Jews, naked, short and black, 22, 23;
tank of water, and turtle-doves, 24 ; arrives at Medinathalnabi (El-
Medinah) ; barrenness round it; palm-garden ; fables about Maho-
met’s tomb denied, 25.

Chapter concerning where Mahomet and his Companions were
buried, 26-28.
The mosque described ; books of Mahomet and his Companions, 26;

tombs of Mahomet, Haly, Babacher, Othman, Aumar, and Fatoma,
27 ; dissensions of Mahometan sectaries, 28.

Chapter concerning the Temple and Sepulchre of Mahomet and
his Companions, 28-31.
Superior of the Mosque tries to trick the caravan, 28; Varthema’s

Axabic, 29 ; pretended supernatural illumination of the sepulchre, 30 ;
no truth about the loadstone, 31.
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Chapter concerning the journey to go from Medina to Mecca, 31-35.

Pilots of the caravan, 31; well of St. Mark, 32; sea of sand (which
should have been mentioned before the Jews’ mountain) and its
dangers, 33 ; remarkable mountain and grotto, 34; two fights with
Arabs; arrival at Mecca; four brothers fighting for the lordship
thereof, 35.

Chapter showing how Mecca is constructed, and why the Moors
go to Mecca, 35-37.
Description of Mecca, 35; its governors; caravan enters the city, 36;

barrenness round the city renders it dependent for food on foreign
parts, 37.

Chapter concerning the merchandize in Mecca, 38.

Chapter concerning the pardoning in Mecca, 38-41.

The Great Temple or Mosque described, 38 ; the tower (El-Kiaba), 39;
the well, 40; ceremonies performed by the pilgrims, 41.

Chapter concerning the manner of the sacrifices in Mecca, 42-46.
Sacrifices of sheep at a mountain; poor pilgrims, 42 ; discourse of the
Cadi; returns to Mecca ; stone-throwing, and legend of its origin, 44;
doves of Mecca, 45.

Chapter concerning the unicorns in the Temple of Mecca, not very
common in other places, 46-49.

Chapter concerning some occurrences between Mecca and Zida, a
port of Mecca, 49-52.
Varthema recognized as a European by a certain Moor, 49; but pro-
fesses to be a Mahometan convert, 50; the Moor conceals him in hig
house, and the Damascus caravan departs, 51; whilst Varthema goes
with another caravan to Zida (Juddah), 52.

Chapter concerning Zida, the port of Mecca, and of the Red
Sea, 52-54.
Zida described; Varthema hides in a mosque, 52; agrees with a
ship-master going to Persia, and sails, 54.

Chapter showing why the Red Sea is not navigable, 54.

THE SECOND BOOK.—OF ARABIA FELIX.

Chapter concerning the City of Gezan [Gazin], and of its fer-
tility, 565, 56.

Chapter concerning some people called Baduin [Bedawin], 56-57.

Chapter concerning the island of the Red Sea called Chama-
ram [ Camréan], 57, 58.

The island and its productions, 57 ; the mouth of the Red Sea, and
island of Bebmendo (B4b el-Mandeb) ; arrival at Aden, 58.

Chapter concerning the city of Aden, and of some customs respect-
ing the merchants, 59, 65.

Aden described; intense heat; Castle (of Seerah), 59; mode of
securing the Sultan’s dues from ships; Varthema denounced as a
Christian spy, and put in irons, 60; sent to the Sultan at a city
called Rhada (Raddd), 61; dialogue with the Sultan; the author
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professes to be a Mahomedan, but cannot utter the creed, and is
cast into prison, 63; Sultan’s guard of Abyssinians; their dress and
arms, 64; camels and tents, 65.

Chapter concerning the partiality of the women of Arabia Felix for
white men, 65-68.

The Queer’s kindness to Varthema, 65; he feigns madness, 66, 67;
he is removed to the palace, 68.

Chapter concerning the liberality of the Queen, 68-73.

The Queen makes much of him, but he evades her advances, 68-70;
she procures his release from the Sultam, 71; he goes to Aden and
engages a passage to India, 73.

Chapter concerning Lagi, a city of Arabia Felix, and concerning
Aiaz, and the market in Aiaz, and the castle Dante, 73-75.

‘Whilst the ship delays he travels over Arabia Felix; to Lagi (Léhej),
73; Ajaz (Az’az), 74; Mahomedan sects; strong city of Dante
(Damt), 75.

Chapter concerning Almacarana, a city of Arabia Felix, and of its
abundance, 75-77.

Goes to Almacrana (El-Makrinah), a city on a mountain, 75 ; great
reservoir; and the Sultan’s treasure kept there, 77.

Chapter concerning Reame, a city of Arabia Felix, and of its air,
and of the customs of the inhabitants, 77, 78.

Goes to Reame (Yerim), 77; fat-tailed sheep; seedless grapes;
longevity of people, 78 ; fashion of horns.

Chapter concerning Sana, a city of Arabia Felix, and of the strength
and cruelty of the King’s son, 78-80.

Goes to Sana (Sania), 78; the Sultan’s endeavours to capture it, 79;
the Sultan of Sana’s mad son, who eats human flesh, 80.

Chapter concerning Taesa and Zibit and Damar, very large cities
of Arabia Felix, 80-82.
Goes to Taesa (Ta’ez), 80; its antiquity and buildings, 81; goes to
Zibit (Zebid) ; goes to Damar (Dhamir), 82,

Chapter concerning the Sultan of all the above-mentioned cities,
and wherefore he is called by the name of Sechamir, 83, 84,

The name explained; the Sultan puts no one to death but in war;
but had thousands in prison.

Chapter concerning apes, and some animals like lions very hostile
to man, 84, 85.
Returns to Aden, 84; finds a mountain with numerous apes, and
dﬁistructwe animals like lions (supposed hyenas), 85 ; goes on board
ship.

Discourse touching some places of Ethiopia, 85.
An accident sends them to the coast of Ethiopia, where th h
port of Zeila (Zaila). Pl where they enter the

Chapter concerning Zeila, a city of Ethiopia, and of the abundance
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of it, and concerning some animals of the said city, such as
sheep and cows, 86-88.

T1:a.ﬁic of Zeila, slave trade, &c., 88; products; oil of zerzalino; fat-
tailed Berbera sheep, 87; twisted-tailed sheep; stag-horned cows;
one-horned cows; the Sultan, his soldiers, &c., 88.

Chapter concerning Barbara, an island of Ethiopia, and of its
people, 88-90.
Arrival at Barbara (Berbera), 88 ; sails for Persia, 90,

THE BOOK CONCERNING PERSIA.

Chapter concerning Diuobandierrumi, and Goa, and Giulfar, lands
of Meschet, a port of Persia, 91-93.
After twelve days reaches Diuobandierrumi (Diu in Guzerat), 91 ;
goes to Goa (Goghd), 92; to Giulfar (Julfir in the Persian Gulf), 93 ;
and Meschet (Maskat).

Chapter concerning Ormus, a city and island of Persia, and how
they get very large pearls at it by fishing, 94, 95.

Chapter concerning the Sultan of Ormus, and of the cruelty of the

son against the Sultan his father, his mother, and his bro-
thers, 96-99.
The Sultan’s eleven sons, the eldest a devil, the youngest simple, 96;
the former murders his father, mother, and brothers, except the
youngest ; he tries to get rid of two powerful favourites of his father,
and is slain by one of them, 97, 98 ; who causes the younger brother
to be proclaimed Sultan, 99 ; the many merchants of Ormus.

Chapter concerning Eri in Corozani, of Persia, and of its riches,
and of the abundance of many things, and especially of rhu-
barb, 99-101.

Varthema passes to Persia, and travels to Eri (Herit) in Corazani
(Khorassin), 99; abundance of silk and rhubarb; population, 101.

Chapter concerning the river Eufra, which I believe to be the
Euphrates, 101-103.
Arrives at a large river called by the people Eufra (? Pulwin), 101 ;
reaches the city Schirazo (Shirdz); turquoises and rubies from
Balachsam (Badakhsin), 102; musk, and its power when pure;
character of the Persians; liberality and kindness of Cozazionor
(Khawdja ——), a Persian merchant who proposes that Varthema
should travel with him; they set out towards Sambragante (Samar-
cand), 103.

Chapter concerning Sambragante (as it is called), a very large city
like Cairo, and of the persecution by the Soffi, 103, 104.

The greatness of Sambragante and its king, 103; but they are
hindered from going thither by the Soffi’s (Shdh Isma’il es-Sufi’s)
violence against believers in Bubachar, Othman, and Aumur (viz,
Sunnis) ; Cozazionor proposes to give Varthema his beautiful niece
Samis (Shams) to wife, 104 ; they return to Eri, and thence to Ormus,
and take ship for India, where they arrive at the port of Cheo (Jooa
in the Indus delta).

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781108010764
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-01076-4 - The Travels of Ludovico di Varthema in Egypt, Syria, Arabia
Deserta and Arabia Felix, in Persia, India, and Ethiopa, A.D. 1503 to 1508
Lodovico de Varthema

Frontmatter

More information

TABLE OF CONTENTS.

THE FIRST BOOK CONCERNING INDIA.

Chapter concerning Combeia, a city of India, abounding in all
things, 105-107.
The Indus, and city of Combeia (Cambay), 105 ; its spices (or drugs),
106 ; cotton; and precious stones, 107.

Chapter concerning the estate of the Sultan of the very noble city
of Combeia, 107-110.

Sultan Machamuth (Mabmtd Bigarrah), 107; the Guzeratis, their
virtues and dress, 108; the Sultan’s pomp and elephants, 109; his
huge mustachioes ; his daily eating of poison, and spurting it on those
he desires to kill; his embraces fatal, 110; great trade and riches of
Cambay, 111.

Chapter concerning the manner of living and customs of the King
of the Joghe, 111-113.
The Pagan king of the Joghe, his people, and their pilgrimages, 111 ;
their dress, and various acts of devotion, and reputed sanctity, 112;
their wars with Sultan Machamuth, 113.

Chapter concerning the city of Ceval [Chaul] and its customs, and
the bravery of its people, 113, 114.

Chapter concerning Dabuli, a city of India, 114, 115.

Chapter concerning Goga, an island of India, and the King of the
same, 115, 116.
Varthema and his companion go to Goga (Goa), 115; Pardai a gold
coin of the country (pagodas); Mameluke garrison and their wars
with the King of Narsinga, 116; goes on to the city of Decan.

Chapter concerning Decan, a very beautiful city of India, and its
many and various riches and jewels, 117, 118.
The city of Decan (Bijaptir) and its Mohamedan King, 117 ; beautiful

palace and houses ; splendour of the court, 118 ; mountain from which
diamonds are dug ; veiled ladies.

Chapter concerning the activity of the King in military affairs, 118.

His wars with Narsinga; his navy hostile to Christians; Varthema
goes to Bathacala, 118,

Chapter co_ng:erning Bathacala, a city of India, and of its fertility in
many things, and especially in rice and sugar, 119, 120.
Bathacala (Bathcal, Beitkul, or Sedashevaghur), 119; its trade and

fertility, 120 ; absence of horses, mules, and asses; Varth
Anzediva island. ’ ’ ’ ema goes to

Chapter concerning Centacola, Onor, and Mangolor, excellent
districts of India, 120-122.
Arrives at Centacola (Uncola in North Canara), 120 ; at Onor (Honah-

war), 121 ; its productions, fine air, and longevity of the people, 122 ;
Mangolor.
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Chapter concerning Canonor, a very great city in India, 123-125.
The King of Portugal’s castle at Canonor, 123 ; importation of horses,
124 ; spices (properly so called) begin ; the King’s Naeri (Nairs) and
their costume; the travellers take their way to the kingdom of
Narsinga, and reach the city of Bisinegar, 125.

Chapter showing Bisinegar, a very fertile city of Narsinga in
India, 125-128.
Great size and defences of Bisinegar (Bijayanagir), 125; a paradise
of a place, 126; the power of the Pagan King; his horsemen and
elephants; equipment of the war elephant; his docility, 127; his
dread of fireworks; how elephants were employed in Varthema’s
presence at Canonor to beach a ship ; the absence of joints a fable;
description of the animal, and power of his trunk, 128 ; height of the
elephant ; pace, and how they are mounted.

Chapter showing how elephants generate, 129-131.

They generate in secret marshes, 129 ; parts of an elephant eaten in
some countries; various values of elephants; their great discretion ;
riches of the King of Narsinga ; dress of the people and the king ; his
coinage, 130; lions; the Portuguese honoured in Narsinga, 131 ;
return to Canonor, and go to Tormapatani.

Chapter concerning Tormapatani, a city of India; and concerning

Pandarani, a place one day distant; and concerning Capo-
gatto, a similar district, 131-134.
Tormapatani (Dormapatam), 131 ; misery of the people, 182; timber
for ships; houses worth half a ducat; Pandarani; Capogatto, 133;
go to Calicut ; has reserved till now the description of the manners
of the preceding places (because similar to those of Calicut), but he
will now describe that kingdom, for the King of Calicut, called
Samory, is the most important, 134.

THE SECOND BOOK CONCERNING INDIA.

Chapter concerning Calicut, a very large city of India, 135, 136.
Description of the city and poverty of the houses.

Chapter concerning the King of Calicut, and the religion of the
people, 136-139.
The king worships the devil, 136 ; why, 187; description of the devil's
chapel and images of Deumo and Sathanas; rites and ceremonies of
the Brahmins in worshipping, 138.

Chapter concerning the manner of eating of the King of Calicut,
139-141,

The King’s food first offered to Deumo, 189; and how the Brahmins
wait on the King when eating, 140 ; and carry their relics away and
give them to the black crows, 140.

Chapter concerning the Brahmins, that is the priests of Calicut, 141.

The Brahmins are the chief persons of the faith; royal marriage
custom.
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Chapter concerning the Pagans of Calicut and of what classes they
are, 141, 142,
Classes of the Pagans, 141; Brahmins; Naeri (Nairs) ; Tiva, or arti-
sans, 142; Mechua, or fishermen ; Poliar, whe collect pepper, wine,
and nuts ; Hirava, who plant rice; degradation of the two last before
Brahmins and Naeri.

Chapter concerning the dress of the King and Queen, and others
of Calicut, and of their food, 143.

Chapter concerning the ceremonies which they perform after the
death of the King, 143, 144.
Succession goes to sister’s son, 143 ; reasons for this, 144 ; customs
on the King’s death ; betel eating.

Chapter showing how the Pagans sometimes exchange their
wives, 145-147.
Varthema shows his Malayalim, 145; dialogue between two mer-
chants exchanging wives; polyandria of the other classes of
pagans, 146,

Chapter concerning the manner of living, and of the administration
of justice among the Pagans, 147, 148.

How they eat, 147 ; punishments; impaling; fines; curious mode of
enforcing payment of debts.

Chapter concerning the mode of worship of the Pagans, 149.
Their matutinal washing ; prayers; and customs of cooking, &ec.

Chapter concerning the fighting of these people of Calicut, 149-151.

Army of the King, 149; dress, 150; customs of battle; the Naeri
(Nairs), 151; customs as to burning and burial; money of Calicut;
great variety of nations found trading there ; great numbers of Moors
(Mohamedans).

Chapter concerning the manner of navigating in Calicut, 152-154,

Mode of ship-building, 152 ; timber, 153 ; sails; anchors of marble;
seasons of navigation ; names of the different classes of vessels, 154.

Chapter concerning the palace of the King of Calicut, 155, 156.

The palace and its small value, 155; why they cannot dig founda-
tions, 156; the King’s jewels, and his bad humour, with the reasons
thereof ; his treasures.

Chapter concerning the spices which grow in that country of
Calicut, 157, 158.
Pepper described, 157; ginger, 158 ; myrobalans.

Chapter concerning some fruits of Calicut, 159-163,
Fruit called ciccara (jack), 159; amba (mango); corcopal (?), 161;
fruit like a medlar; comolanga (?) ; malapolanda (plantain), 162.
Chapter concerning the most fruitful tree in the world, 163-166.
The tenga (cocoa-nut tree), 163 ; its many uses, 164 ; the nuts; sub-
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stance like flax which is woven, 165 ; another made into cords ; char-
coal ; excellent water contained in the nut; oil; sap drawn and used
for wine; the cutting down of these trees not forgiven, 166 ; mode of
cultivation; the oil of zerzalino (sesamum).

Chapter concerning the practice they follow in sowing rice, 166, 167.
Ploughing, sowing, and devil-dancing, 167.

Chapte7r concerning the physicians who visit the sick in Calicut,
167.

Devil-dancers employed to visit the sick, 167; potion of ginger.

Chapter concerning the bankers and money-changers, 168-170.

Their balances and touchstones, 168; the brokers, and their curious
mode of bargaining with the fingers ; weights used in trade, 170,

Chapter showing how the Poliari and Hirava feed their chil-
dren, 171-173.

Singular treatment of the children, 171; their agility; the many
animals and birds of Calicut, 172; parrots; starlings (or mainas);
apes and their tricks.

Chapter concerning the serpents which are found in Calicut, 173.

Great marsh serpents (crocodiles), 173 ; venomous serpents; protec-
tion of them ; protection of cows, 174; superstitions.

Chapter concerning the lights of the King of Calicut, 174, 175.

Vases used in the king’s house for lamps described, 174; feasting
customs on expiry of mourning, 175.

Chapter showing how a great number of people came to Calicut on
the 25th of December to receive their pardon, 175-177.

Temple in a tank, 175; manner of the sacrifice ; the great Sathanas ;
the vast number assembled, 177.

THE THIRD BOOK CONCERNING INDIA.

His companion cannot sell his goods, becanse of the war with the
King of Portugal, 178; they go by a beautiful river (backwater) to
Caicolon, 179 ; Christians of St. Thomas, 180; go to Colon (Quilon),
182; and thence to Chayl, 184 ; pearl-fishery.

Chapter concerning Cioromandel, a city of India, 186-188.

City of Cioromandel, 186; body of St. Thomas, 187; miracle at his
tomb; war with the King of Tarnassari, 188; Varthema and his
companion go to Zailon (Ceylon).

Chapter concerning Zailani, where jewels are produced, 188-190.

Four kings in the island, 188; their wars, 189 ; elephants ; rubies,
190; mining customs; excellent fruits.

Chapter concerning the tree of the canella [cinnamon’], 191-194.

Cinnamon-tree described, 191 ; Adam’s Peak ; no rice in Ceylon, 192 ;
dress and character of the people, 193 : no artillery; flowers; sum-
moned to show their goods to the King, 194.
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Chapter concerning Paleachet, a country of India, 194, 195.

Paleachet (Pulicat), 194; its trade, 195; war with Tarnassari; they
set out for that place.

Chapter concerning Tarnassari, a city of India, 196-199.

Description of Tarnassari (Tenasserim), 196 ; the King’s wars with
Narsinga and Banghella (Bengal) 198; his army; products of the
country.

Chapter concerning the domestic and wild animals of Tarnassari,
199-202.
Animals detailed, 199; bird with great beak g]ornbill), 200; great
cocks and hens; cock-fighting ; goats, remarkable sheep, &e.; buffa-
loes, 201 ; great bone of a fish; dress of the people.

Chapter showing how the King causes his wife to be deflowered,
and so also the other pagans of the city, 202-204.

‘White men employed, 202; dialogue between merchants and the
author’s companion recited.

Chapter showing how the dead bodies are preserved in this city, 204.

Burning of the dead and preservation of the ashes, 204; odoriferous
woods, &c., used in burning, 205.

Chapter showing how the wife is burnt alive after the death of her
husband, 206-208.

Description of the ceremonies of widow-burning, 206, 207; another
custom of proving affection, 208.

Chapter concerning the administration of justice which is observed
in Tarnassari, 209.

Punishment of murder, 209 ; conveying, &c.; the King heir to foreign
merchants; funeral customs of Moorish merchants.

Chapter concerning the ships which are used in Tarnassari, 210.

Chapter concerning the city of Banghella, and of its distance from
Tarnassari, 210-212.

They go to Banghella (some city of Bengal), 210 ; the Moorish Sultan
and his great army, 211; great plenty in the country, 212; wealthy
merchants ; names of the stuffs exported.

Chapter concerning some Christian merchants in Banghella, 212-
214.
Christian merchants from a city called Sarnau, 212 ; their dress, 213;
their belief, mode of writing, observances ; they offer to take Var-

thema and his companion to a good market, 214 ; these go with the
Christians to Pego (Pegu).

Chapter concerning Pego, a city of India, 215.

The city of Pego, 215 ; Christians employed by the King, 217 ; animals,
218; parrots; timber (teak); great canes; rubies from Capellan; the
King’s wars with Ava; they go in search of the King, 219; but
rgtw to Pego, and are admitted to an interview when he comes back
victorious.
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Chapter concerning the dress of the King of Pego above-men-
tioned, 219-222.
The King described, and his jewels, 219; Varthema’s companion
shows his corals, 220 ; and presents them to the King, 221 ; the King
gives rubies in return ; his wealth and liberality, 222 ; products of his
country ; approach of the King of Ava; women burning themselves.

Chapter concerning the city Malacha and the river Gaza, otherwise
Gange, as I think, and of the inhumanity of the men, 223-228.
Go to Melacha (Malacca), 223 ; great river more than twenty-five
miles wide, called Gaza (the Straits of Malacca); Sumatra; Sultan
of Melacha; tributary to the King of Cini (Siam), 224 ; great amount
of shipping; trade and produces, 225; the people described, 226 ;
their violence and insubordination, 227; the travellers go to Pider
(Pedir) in Sumatra, 228.

Chapter concerning the island of Sumatra, and concerning Pider,
a city of Sumatra, 228-232.
Circumference of Sumatra, 229; he identifies it with Taprobane;
the inhabitants and their customs, 230; their money, 231; great
elephants, 232.

Chapter concerning another sort of pepper, and concerning silk
and benzoin, which are produced in the said city of Pider,
233, 234.

Pepper and long pepper, 233 ; silk, 234; benzoin.

Chapter concerning three sorts of aloes-wood, 234-237.

Three kinds of aloes-wood, viz., calampat, loban, and bochor, 235;
the first and best chiefly purchased in Gran Cathai, in Cini, Macini,
Sarnau, and Giava, 236.

Chapter concerning the experiment with the said aloes-wood and
benzoin, 238.

The Christians show by experiment the excellence of kalampat and
of benzoin ; lacca-wood used for dying red.

Chapter concerning the variety of dealers in the said island of
Sumatra, 238.

Beautiful work in gold, 238 ; numerous money-changers, 239 ; timber ;
great junks, with prows each way; swimmers, and fireworkers.

Chapter concerning the houses, and how they are covered in the
said island of Sumatra, 240-243.

Houses covered with turtle shells, 240 ; great elephants’ teeth, 241 ;
very great serpents; they wish to see spices growing, but are informed
that the nutmegs and cloves grow much farther off ; their Christian
companions teach them what they must do to go there, 242 ; they buy
two small vessels, and persuade the Christians to accompany
them, 243.

Chapter concerning the island of Bandan, where nutmegs and mace
grow, 243, 244.
Pass many islands, 243 ; arrive at Bandan, 244 ; description of the
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people, and of the nutmeg-tree; stupidity of the people; determine
to go to the clove island.

Chapter concerning the island of Monoch, where the cloves grow,
244.246.

Reach the island of Monoch (Moluccas), 245; the clove-tree de-
scribed, 246.

Chapter concerning the island of Bornei, 246-248,

The Christians propose to show them the largest and richest island in
the world (apparently Java), 247 ; but they must first go to another
island called Bornei (Borneo); which they reach a/ccordinily, 248 ;
the Christians are charmed with Varthema’s conversation about the
saints, and wish him to go home with them ; notices of Bornei; they
charter a vessel for Giava.

Chapter showing how the mariners manage the navigation towards
the island of Giava, 248-251.

The captain carries compass and chart with lines, 249 ; how he navi-
gated thereby, but tells them how beyond Giava there are some races
who sail by certain stars opposite to the north (antarctic) ; and that
there the day is only four hours long, and ’tis colder than in any
part of the world, 251.

Chapter concerning the island of Giava, of its faith, manner of
living and customs, and of the things which grow in the said
Island, 251-255.

Asrive at Giava, 251 ; religion of the island ; its products, 252 ; cha-

racter and features of the people, 253 ; birds; dress of the people;
arms, 254 ; blowpipes; food.

Chapter showing how in this island the old people are sold by their
children or their relations and afterwards are eaten, 2565-257.

Fathers when aged sold in the market for food, 255 ; sick persons
killed and sold, 256 ; Varthema’s comrade takes alarm.

Chapter where, at midday, the sun casts a shadow in the island of
Giava, 257, 258.

The sun casts a shadow to the south in June, 257; their fear of being
eaten; purchase of emeralds and mutilated children, 258.

Chapter concerning our return, 258-263.

Charter a junk and return to Malacha, 258 ; part with the Christians
of Sarnau, to the great grief of these, 259 ; sail to Cioromandel, and
take another ship to Colon (Quilon) ; they proceed to Calicut, where
Varthema finds two Milanese Christians who made ordnance for the
king; Varthema plays the hypocrite, pretending to be a Mussulman
saint, and is much venerated, 262.

Chapter showing how I made myself a physician in Calicut,
263-266.
Varthema called to visit a silk merchant, 263 ; his medical practice,

264 ; and its success; his fame as a saint spreads, but he keeps up
secret communication with the Christians, 265.
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Chapter concerning the news of the ships of the Portuguese which
came into Calicut, 266.

Two Persian merchants of Cannanore report the arrival of the Portu-
guese fleet there, and the commencement of a fort ; Varthema pre-
tends to denounce them, 266.

Chapter showing how the Moors summon to the church those who
are of their sect and faith, 267, 268.

Takes occasion to describe the call to prayer (adhdn), 267; Varthema
sets forth (as Imém) to lead the prayers of the congregation in the
mosque ; gives his version of the prayer (Fdtihah) ; pretends illness,
and his comrade proposes his going to Cannanore for change, 268.

Chapter concerning the flight from Calicut, 268-270.
Varthema after doubts and fears sets out by sea with the two mer-
chants of Cannanore, 268 ; they are stopped by the Nairs ; they start
by land till they find a boat which takes them to Cannanore, 270 ;
where a friend of his (Mussulman) comrade receives him hospitably.

Chapter showing how I escaped from Cananor to the Portuguese,
270-274.

He makes his way to the Portuguese factory, and takes refuge with
Don Lorenzo de Almeyda, 271 ; to whom he relates all the prepara-
tions at Calicut; and is then sent to the Vieceroy at Cochin, 272; the
Viceroy receives him well and gives him a safe conduct for the two
Milanese ; he makes many attempts to induce them to escape alone
with their jewels and money ; but their avarice causes delays and they
are betrayed, 273 ; the Moorish merchants combine to bribe the King
of the Gioghi, who was then at Calicut, to have them murdered, 274;
Varthema protects the son of one of them, who dies a year later.

Chapter concerning the fleet of Calicut, 274-280.

Description of the great fleet which issued from the ports of Calicut,
274 ; the Viceroy’s son having but eleven ships to meet them, 275 ; he
exhorts his officers and men ; the chaplain follows with a discourse
and absolution ; but the main fight takes place next day near Can-
nanore, 277 ; gallantry of Captain Joan Sarrano and of Captain Simon
Martin, 278 ; rout and pursuit of the Calicut fleet, 279 ; great slaughter
of the enemy ; bravery of the Portuguese ; and joy of the Viceroy, 280.

Chapter showing how I was sent back to Canonor by the Viceroy,
280-286.
Varthema made factor by the Viceroy and sent to Cannanore, 280 ;
King of Cannanore dying, the new king is hostile, 281 ; war breaks
out and the fort is beleaguered from Aprilto August, 282 ; when they
are relieved by the fleet from Portugal ; miraculous aid hinted at, 284 ;
superstition of the Moors, 285 ; enchanters among them, 286.

Chapter concerning the assault of the Portuguese upon Pannani,
286-288.
Varthema obtains leave to go to Europe, 266 ; but first takes part in
the assault on Pannani, 287 ; desperate fighting; Varthema is knighted
by the Viceroy, 288 ; return to Cannanore.
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Chapter concerning the various islands in Ethiopia, 289, 290.

They sail from India, and arrive at Mozambich, 289 ; notices of Me-
lindi, Mombaza, Chiloa (Kilwah or Quiloa), Zaphala (Sofdla), Gogia
(Angozxa), Pati (Paté), Brava, the islands of Socotra, of Cumere (Co-
moro), and Penda (Pemba), 290.

Chapter concerning the island of Mozambich and its inhabitants,
291-296.
Products of Mozambich are gold and oil, 291 ; natives, their low state,
292 ; wild elephants, 293 ; extraordinary speech of the negroes ; barter
with them, 294 ; proceed on their voyage, passing the island of San
Lorenzo (Madagascar) ; the Portuguese conversions in India merit
success for the king’s arms.

Chapter concerning the Cape of Good Hope, 296-298.

Pass the Cape of Good Hope at a distance of 200 miles, 296 ; pass near
St. Helena, where they see two great and extraordinary fishes, 291 ; find
the island of Ascension, and certain stupid birds thereon ; begin to
see the north star; reach the islands of Astori (Azores); and Lisbon;
Varthema has an interview with the King of Portugal, 298, who con-
firms his patent of knighthood; Varthema proceeds to Rome.
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PREFACE,

BY THE TRANSLATOR.

TrE following translation has been made from the
first edition of Varthema’s work printed at Rome in
the year 1510, or, as stated in the colophon: « Nel
Anno M.D.X.a di - vi de Decembrio.” It is impos-
sible to peruse Varthema’s narrative and not feel a
conviction that the writer is telling the truth, that he
is recording events which actually took place, and
describing men, countries and scenes which he had
examined with his own eyes. There is a manifest
absence of all attempt at composition. The tale is
told with a charming simplicity and all the concise
freshness of a note-book, and the author has evi-
dently not stopt to consider whether the word he
used was Bolognese, Venetian, or “Lingua Toscana.”
Neither has he felt any qualms of conscience as to
his grammar. This latter circumstance has occa-
sionally rendered the meaning of a passage somewhat
doubtful. The printers also have added their mite
to the obscurity by sometimes uniting two words
or sentences together, or separating one word or
sentence into two, or by leaving out a word alto-

b
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i PREFACE.

gether. This edition, however, is the only one which
gives Varthema’s text truly. Even the Latin trans-
lation by Archangelus Madrignanus (a monk of
the abbey of Clairvaux), which was finished on the
25th day of May 1511, or within six months after
the publication of the first Italian edition, is.not
always an exact exponent of Varthema’s text. Later
editions vary still more, and the English translation,
which is given in Eden’s Collection of Voyages and
Travels, printed at London in 15677, is extremely im-
perfect : many passages are totally at variance with the
original, and many others are omitted. It has, there-
fore, been thought advisable by the Council of the
Haxruyr Sociery that a new version should be exe-
cuted, which should as far as possible be a faithful
representative of the original work. With this
object in view, the translator has endeavoured to
preserve the quaint dry style of the author. This
must be his excuse for retaining some expressions
which are hardly suited to the refinement of the
present day, and for not omitting some anecdotes
which a writer in modern times would hardly ven-
ture to record. They, however, afford an additional
voucher for the truth of the narrator: it is impos-
sible to imagine them to be inventions, and they only
make us feel the more assured that we are really
travelling with Varthema, and sharing with him in
all his adventures. His work at once attracted
attention. It was, as stated above, immediately
translated into Latin, shortly afterwards into Ger-
man, then into Spanish and French, again into
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PREFACE. 1ii

German, then into Dutch and English, a third time
into German, and again into Dutch in the middle
of the 17th century.

All the early editions, as well of the original Ita-
lian as of the translations of this work, are extremely
rare and costly. The consequence is, that there is,
perhaps, no work which has been so frequently re-
produced, of which the lists given by bibliographers
are so inaccurate and imperfect. They have been
obliged to copy one from another without the means
of testing the accuracy of their statements. The
translator has had the advantage of seeing most of
the editions of which he gives the titles, and has
described them somewhat fully for the benefit of
those to whom the originals may not be conveniently
accessible.

The following is a list of the most important
editions of this work :—

Ttalian.

1. Itinerario de Ludouico de Varthema Bolognese nello
Egypto, nella Surria, nella Arabia deserta & felice; nella
Persia, nella India & nella Ethiopa. La fede, el uiuere,
& costumi de tutte le prefate Prouincie con Gratia & Pri-
vilegio infra notato.

Colophon.—Stampato in Roma per maestro Stephano guil-
lireti de Loreno & maestro Hercule de Nani Bolognese,
ad instatia de maestro Lodouico de Henricis da Corneto
Vicétino. Nel Anno M.p.x. a di - vi. de Decembrio. 4°.

This edition contains 102 leaves, besides the title,
100 of which are numbered, and the two leaves con-

taining the last page of the privilege, and the first
b2
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