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Plate 1

Two miniatures from the Trinity College Apocalypse

These ilustrate the horrors which are to come in the lust days of this
world befb/u the great bartle of Armageddon. The top picture represents
Rev. vi. 12, ana’ the lower represents Rev. xi. 11. Readers may be
interested to follow this in the old French version of this MS., which

dates from about A.D. 1250
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PREFACE

He that contemneth small things shall fall by little and litue
(Leclesiasticus, X1X. 1)

historians seldom tell us how our forefathers actually lived
and thought: ““What all want to know is the condition of
our fellow-men; and, strange to say, it is the thing of all least
understood, or to be understood as matters go.” Even in those
days, no doubt, the public had Macaulay’s classical Third Chapter;
and J. R. Green’s more recent work is priceless; but much more
remains to do. Too rarely does any great archivist, like Siméon
Luce, condescend (or, as some might say, rise) to pregnant
exercises of imagination. The popularization of the linen shirt in
the fourteenth century (argues Luce) marks not only an obvious
advance in personal hygiene, but also an impetus presently given
to the manufacture of rag-paper, and thus to literature; so that
this century of social refinement became ““the worthy precursor,
or rather the indispensable preparative, of the age of printing”.*
Right or wrong, a suggestion like this is certainly stimulating, and
deserves our gratitude.

It may be natural and right that universities should spend more
time and labour upon the collection and minute criticism of
evidence than upon weaving the threads into historical tapestry.
But the fact is so; although to-day’s public thirsts more than ever,
probably, for history that shall be picturesque, yet reasonably
accurate. The intelligent reader—professional or business man
or artisan, who has some leisure for quiet thoughtful browsing—
is too often puzzled to see what it is all about, or is even driven to
wonder whether the writer himself sees quite clearly. The Cinema
has indeed stepped in to supply the demand, but only in its own
garish fashion. The most successful film can present little more
than superficialities; moreover, even among these, there is an
almost irresistible temptation to falsify the proportions for the
sake of spectacular effect. For many years past I felt this very
strongly. Then circumstances seemed practically to command
“Now, or never”: and this volume marks the reaction to that

* La Jeunesse de Bertrand du Guesclin (1882), p. 64.

!LMOST three generations ago, Carlyle complained that
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xiv PREFACE

challenge. There is little here which I have not said already before
widely different audiences, during the past thirty years. Much,
I need hardly say, has been learned from pupils and critics. The
book makes no pretence either to exhaustiveness or to finality.
It tries to bring some sort of order into a mass of details, each
interesting in itself, but resting necessarily, in most cases, upon
other men’s researches and judgments. It looks forward to
correction and amplification by others; but it hopes to supply,
for the time being, the sort of scaffolding which the author would
have been very glad to find before him fifty years ago.

It is difficult, even at the present day, to find one’s way through
the medieval jungle without a good deal of direct axe-work; but
those controversial matters are relegated as far as possible to the
notes. References are given only for points on which the reader
might wish to verify the statement for himself from the original
record; or, again, where the subject is interesting enough to tempt
him farther than I have found possible to go within my limited
space.

My debts are too many to acknowledge here in full; but I must
specially thank Professor G. R. Potter, Professor R. W. Chambers,
Mr H. S. Bennett and Mr J. E. A. Jolliffe, who have read my proofs
critically. The officials of the University Press have given me
the most ungrudging help and invaluable advice: and I owe
warm gratitude to my fellow-townsman, Mr Walter Dexter,
R.B.A,, for his admirable miniatures of Lynn Town Hall and St
Margaret’s Church.

G. G. COULTON
August 1938
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