
History
The books reissued in this series include accounts of historical events and 
movements by eye-witnesses and contemporaries, as well as landmark 
studies that assembled significant source materials or developed new 
historiographical methods. The series includes work in social, political and 
military history on a wide range of periods and regions, giving modern 
scholars ready access to influential publications of the past.

Kindred and Clan in the Middle Ages and After
Bertha S. Phillpotts (1863–1932) was an English historian and linguist of 
Scandinavia who served as the Director of Scandinavian Studies in the 
University of Cambridge from 1926 to 1932. First published as part of 
Cambridge Archaeological and Ethnological Series in 1913, this pioneering 
and highly influential book contains a detailed examination of kinship 
structures in northern Europe during the early medieval period. In this 
work, Phillpotts analyses the laws and literature of seven northern European 
countries to explore the kinship structure of their ancient societies. The 
references to the legal concept of ‘weregild’ and the description of gender 
hierarchies, together with the range of evidence examined, cause this work to 
remain of considerable relevance for the understanding of kinship systems in 
medieval Germanic and Scandinavian societies.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of 
out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of 
books that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be 
reprinted economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library 
Collection extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of 
importance to researchers and professionals, either for the source material 
they contain, or as landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge 
University Library, and guided by the advice of experts in each subject area, 
Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art scanning machines 
in its own Printing House to capture the content of each book selected for 
inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear, crisp image, 
and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the Press 
is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology 
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for 
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection will bring back to life books of enduring 
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other 
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social 
sciences and in science and technology. 
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