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Travel and Exploration

The history of travel writing dates back to the Bible, Caesar, the Vikings

and the Crusaders, and its many themes include war, trade, science and
recreation. Explorers from Columbus to Cook charted lands not previously
visited by Western travellers, and were followed by merchants, missionaries,
and colonists, who wrote accounts of their experiences. The development of
steam power in the nineteenth century provided opportunities for increasing
numbers of ‘ordinary’ people to travel further, more economically, and more
safely, and resulted in great enthusiasm for travel writing among the reading
public. Works included in this series range from first-hand descriptions of
previously unrecorded places, to literary accounts of the strange habits of
foreigners, to examples of the burgeoning numbers of guidebooks produced
to satisfy the needs of a new kind of traveller - the tourist.

Description of the Coasts of East Africa and Malabar

The publications of the Hakluyt Society (founded in 1846) made available
edited (and sometimes translated) early accounts of exploration. The first
series, which ran from 1847 to 1899, consists of 100 books containing
published or previously unpublished works by authors from Christopher
Columbus to Sir Francis Drake, and covering voyages to the New World,

to China and Japan, to Russia and to Africa and India. This 1866 volume
contains an English translation of a Spanish manuscript version of a
document originally written in Portuguese about 1514. The supposed author,
Duarte Barbosa, who may have been a relative of Magellan, is said to have
spent sixteen years exploring the Indian Ocean. The complex history of this
manuscript narrative is given in detail in the translator’s preface, and the
book has explanatory notes and an index.
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TuE Spanish manuscript from which this volume has
been translated is in the handwriting of the beginning
of 1500, full of abbreviations, and without punctuation
or capital letters at the beginnings of sentences or for
the proper names, which adds much to the difficulty of
reading it. It contains eighty-seven leaves. The
handwriting more resembles an example of the year
1510 than those dated 1529 and 1531, given at p. 319
of the “Escuela de Leer Letras Cursivas Antiguas y
Modernas desde la entrada de los Godos en Espafia, por
el P. Andres Merino de Jesu Christo, Madrid, 1780.”
This work was translated into Spanish from the
original Portuguese in 1524, at Vittoria, by Martin
Centurion, ambassador of the community of Genoa,
with the assistance of Diego Ribero, a Portuguese,
cosmographer and hydrographer to his Majesty
Charles V. There are reasons (as will be shewn in the
notes) for supposing that the Spanish translation, pro-
bably this copy and not the Portuguese original, assisted
the compilers of the early atlases, especially that of
Abraham Ortelius, of Antwerp, 1570, other editions
of which were published in succeeding years.! The

1 T have been informed by Mr. Winter Jones that Diego
Ribero drew up a map of the world in 1529, of which Sprengel
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similarity of the orthography of this manuscript and of
that of the names in maps as late as that of Homann,
Nuremberg, 1753, shews how much geography up to
a recent period was indebted to the Portuguese and
Spaniards. It may alo be observed that from their
familiarity at that time with the sounds of Arabic, the
proper names are in general more correctly rendered
in European letters, than used to be the case in later
times.

This MS. is in the Barcelona Library and is there
catalogued “Viage por Malabar y costas de Africa,
1512 : letra del siglo xvi.” It was supposed to be an
original Spanish work, for the statement of its having
been translated is in the body of the MS., no part of
which can be read without more or less difficulty.
This work is not a book of travels as the title given in
the catz;,logue, though not on the MS,, indicates ; it is
rather an itinerary, or description of countries. It
gives ample details of the trade, supplies, and water of
the various sea-ports mentioned in it. It contains
many interesting historical details, some of which,
such as the account of Diu, the taking of Ormuz, the
founding of the Portuguese fort in Calicut, their inter-
ruption of the Indian trade to Suez by capturing the
Indian ships, the rise of Shah Ismail, ete., fix pretty
mnearly the exact date at which this narrative was com-
posed as the year 1514,

wrote an account in 1795, called, Uber J. Ribero’s alteste Welt-
charte. He gives the western hemisphere only, the eastern
hemisphere has been published by the Vte. Santarem. This
might be the means by which the orthography and crrors of this
work passed into the maps of Ortelius.
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Two other MS. copies of this work are preserved in
the Royal Library at Munich : the first of these, No.
570 of the catalogue of that library, is in a handwriting
very similar to that of the Barcelona MS., and appa-
rently of the same period. It consists of one hundred
and three leaves, and is stated to have proceeded from
the episcopal library of Passau. This MS. does not
contain the appendix respecting the prices of the pre-
cious stones. The other MS. No. 571, is of fifty-three
leaves, and is written in two handwritings, both of
which are much rounder and dearer than that of No.
570 ; the catalogue states that this MS. came from the
library of the Jesuits of Augsburg. There are several
verbal differences between the two MSS.,, and perhaps
No. 571 agrees more exactly with the Barcelona MS.
The two Munich MSS. frequently write words such as
rey with a double r, as rrey, which does not occur
in the Barcelona MS., where, however, words begin
with a large r, which is also used for a double rin the
middle of a word.

The piracies of the Portuguese are told without any
reticence, apparently without consciousness of their
criminality, for no attempt is made to justify them,
and the pretext that such and such an independent
state or city did not choose to submit itself on being
summoned to do so by the Portuguese, seems to have
been thought all sufficient for laying waste and de-
stroying it. This narrative shows that most of the
towns on the coasts of Africa, Arabia, and Persia were
in a much more flourishing condition at that time than
they have been since the Portuguese ravaged some of
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them, and interfered with the trade of all. The de-
scription of the early introduction of the cultivation
and weaving of cotton into South Africa by the Arab
traders will be read with interest ; and the progress
then beginning in those regions three hundred and
fifty years ago, and the subsequent stand still to which
it has been brought by the Portuguese and by the
slave-trade to America, may be taken as supporting
the views lately put forward by Captain R. Burton and
others at the Anthropological Society.

The greater part of this volume was printed in [talian
by Ramusio in 1554 in his collection of travels
(Venetia, nella Stamperia de’ Giunti), as the narration of
Duarte Barbosa, and a large part of this work must
have been written by Barbosa; and a Portuguese
manuscript of his was printed at Lisbon in 1812 in
the “Collecgad de noticias para a historia e geografia das
nacoes ultramarinas.” This manuseript of Barbosa’s,
however, is much less full than this Spanish MS. of
Barcelona, or than the Italian version of Ramusio,
and the Lisbon editors have added from Ramusio
translations of the passages which were wanting in
their MS. These publications do not contain the
number of leagues between one place and another
which are given in the Spanish translation.

That the Portuguese manuscript printed at Lishon
in 1812 belongs to Barbosa, stands only on the
authority of Ramusio, who gives an introduction by
Odoardo Barbosa of the city of Lisbon, which is not to
be found either in the Barcelona MS. or in the Portu-
guese MS., and which has been translated from the
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Italian of Ramusio and published in the Lisbon edition.
The introduction to the Lisbon edition states that the
Portuguese MS. is not an autograph MS., and that
the account of Barbosa is bound up along with other
papers. This introduction refers to the passages in the
Portuguese MS. which are not to be found in Ramusio,
and says it may be doubted whether these were addi-
tions posterior to the work of Duarte Barbosa.

It had occurred to me that this work might be attri-
buted to the famous navigator Magellan, and that it
must have been through him that it found its way to
Charles the Fifth’s court : there are several reasons for
this supposition, and some difficulties in the way of it ;
I will, however, follow Sr. Larrafiaga’s advice, and state
both sides of the question.

Duarte Barbosa, cousin of Magellan, Alvaro de
Mezquita, Estevan Gomez, Juan Rodrigues de Carvalho
were Portuguese employed by Spain along with
Magellan! in the fleet which sailed on the 21st Sep-
tember 1519, from San Lucar de Barrameda to Brazil
and the straits which bear the name of that Admiral.

Now the Panorama or Spanish version of the
Unwers Pittoresque states (page 140) : “It was at
that time, although it has not been possible to ascer-
tain exactly the year, when the illustrious Viceroy of
the Indies sent Francisco Serrano to the Moluccas, a

1 The Portuguese are scarcely justified in their censure of
Magellan for serving Spain, after the neglect he had met with at
the hands of the King of Portugal, since disnaturalisation was a
custom of the country frequently practised at that period: and
it is the necessary complement of naturalisation.
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friend, and also, as it is believed, a relation of Magellan,
the same person who by reason of the exact and pre-
cise data which he furnished to the celebrated navigator
deserved later to see his name inscribed amongst those
of other notable persons, whose fame will last as long
as history endures.”

* * * * *

“At the beginning of the same century Duarte
Barbosa also proceeded to the Moluccas, and cruised
among those countries for the space of sixteen years,
collecting interesting notes, which although they were
not published till three centuries after the event, are
not on that account the less admirable and precious ;
these reports were published in Lisbon in a work which
bears the following title : Colleccao de Noticias para
a historia e Geografia das nagoes ultramorinas ; those
reports which relate to Barbosa are contained in the
second volume.”

Now this Barcelona MS. contains in an appendix
the voyage of three Portuguese, a Spaniard, and five
Malays, whose captain was Francisco Serrano, to the
Moluccas in the year 1512 : this supplies the date of
his voyage which the above quoted paragraph says
could not be ascertained, and this account is not in
Ramusio’s collection, and there is every reason to sup-
pose that it was as yet unpublished.

In addition to what has been said by the writers of
the Panorama and Univers Pittoresque, in which
statement they follow the 3rd Decade of the “Asia” of
Barros, lib. v. cap. 8 :—

“We wrote before how Francisco Serrao wrote some
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letters from the Maluco Islands where he was, to
Fernao de Magalhaés, on account of being his friend
from the time when both were in India, principally at
the taking of Malaca:” it was to be expected that
Barbosa and Serrano would furnish their information
to Magellan, whether as the head of their family, or as
the Portuguese who had been longest at the Spanish
Court, and through whom they might hope for advance-
ment and further employment, such as Duarte Barbosa
obtained with the fleet which discovered the Straits of
Magellan.

Magellan returned to Hurope in 1512. Duarte Bar-
bosa probably did not return till 1517, since he is said
to have remained sixteen years in the Indian Ocean,
and in that case he could not have returned before
1515—however, it is said in the introduction to the
Lisbon edition that he is the son of Diego Barbosa,
named in the Decades as having sailed in 1501 with
the first fleet with Joao de Nova: the same introduc-
tion also says that the time of his departure to and re-
turn to India are unknown.

Ramusio’s edition of Barbosa’s narrative says the
writing of 1t was finished in 1516 ; it does not, however,
mention any facts which occurred later than the year
1514. There is reason to suspect that Ramusio ob-
tained his copy from the same source as the Barcelona
manuscript, because the name of the precious stone
zircon is spelled differently, giagonza, jagonza, and
gegonza, and this difference of orthography coincides
in the same places in the Spanish manuseript and
in Ramusio. Ramusio gives an appendix containing
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the prices of precious stones and of spices, but
has not got the voyage to the Moluccas of Francisco
Serrano. The only reason I can conjecture for this
not having reached Ramusio is, that it was a confi-
dential paper, on account of the rivalry of Spain and
Portugal with regard to those islands ; and it is stated
in history that Serrano increased the distances so as to
enable Magellan to persuade the Spaniards that the
Moluccas were more to the castward, and that they
fell within the demarcation of territories assigned by
the Pope to Castille. This account of Francisco Ser-
rano’s voyage, and of his remaining behind married at
Maluco, was either written by the Spaniard who
accompanied him, or was translated by some other
person than Diego Ribero and the Genoese ambassador
Centurione, since all the points of the compass which
in the body of the work are indicated by the names of
winds, are here described by their names, as este, sud-
oeste, etec. Tramontana, greco, maestro, siloque, are
all Spanish terms, but are less literate than the names
of the points of the compass, and seem to be owing to
the Genoese translator, to whom they would be fami-
liar. It must be observed that the handwriting and
paper of the narrative and two appendices of the
Barcelona MS. are identical, and the leaves are num-
bered consecutively, so that there is no reason for sup-
posing that the whole papers were not originally, as
they now are, placed together.

Ramusio in various parts of the narrative leaves a
blank with the words, Here several lines are wanting ;
this may be owing to passages having been struck out
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for political reasons. The Portuguese edition has a
short passage not in the Spanish MS., the only appa-
rent motive for its omission being that it was to the
glorification of the Portuguese.

Since so large a portion of the present volume is
contained in the Portuguese manuscript of Barbosa
printed at Lisbon, it would be natural to follow Ra-
musio in attributing the work to him : at the same time
it is not easy to understand how Barbosa, who was in
the Indian Ocean at the time, should have confounded
the two naval actions at Diu in 1508 and 1509,
which he relates as one only, although the Portuguese
were beaten in the first and vietorious in the second.
It is also difficult to imagine that one person visited
all the places described in this volume, even in the space
of sixteen years, at a period when travelling was slower
than at present : and the observations on the manners
and customs show a more intimate knowledge than
what could be acquired by touching at a port for a
few days only.

This work is that of no ordinary capacity ; it shews
great power of observation, and also the possession by
the writer of great opportunities for inquiryinto theman-
ners and habits of the different countries described. It
could hardly have been drawn up byan ecclesiastic, there
1s too great an absence of condemnation of idolatrous
practices, and the deficiencies of St. Thomas’s Chris-
tians are too lightly spoken of. An ecclesiastic would
not have been so indifferent to their mode of commu-
nion and to the sale of the sacraments, which caused
many to remain unbaptized. The scanty mention of
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Albuquerque and of Goa, and its being the sort of
political memorandum which a person in Magellan’s
position, seeking service from Spain, and desirous of
pushing the Spanish government to eastern as well as
western enterprise, would be likely to write ; the com-
mercial details, which are not those of a merchant, but
rather of a soldier, for the prices given chiefly relate
to provisions, horses and elephants, things useful in
war, whilst the prices of jewels and spices, drawn up
in a business-like manner, are in an appendix and not
referred to in the narrative,—all these circumstances
seem almost to justify the conclusion that this volume
was drawn up by Magellan, or under Magellan’s guid-
ance, for the purpose of being laid before Charles V,
at the time that Magellan was seeking the command
which he received a short time later.

This volume derives additional value from the nu-
merous passages in which it runs parallel to the Lusiad,
so that the two confirm one another, and this prose
description serves as a commentary to Camoens.
Several passages descriptive of the customs of the nairs
of Malabar in this work present very forcibly the con-
nection between Plato and the Hindus.

The travels of Varthema, a former publication of the
Hakluyt Society, gave evidence of the good adminis-
tration of India especially in regard to justice in olden
times ; similar testimony will be found in this volume.
The expedient of the King of Narsinga for correcting
his high officials, without cither removing them or
lowering them in the eyes of those they had to rule,
has not, I believe, been before narrated. Though Suttee

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781108010412
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-01041-2 - Description of the Coasts of East Africa and Malabar: In the
Beginning of the Sixteenth Century

Duarte Barbosa

Frontmatter

More information

TRANSLATOR'S PREFACE. x1

has been so often described, the account of it in these
pages possesses much interest and novelty, probably
from having been written by an eye-witness, before that
institution was disturbed by European influence. An
allusion to the English longbow as to a weapon in
actual use, gives an appearance of antiquity to this nar-
rative even greater than that which belongs to its date.
The orthography of the manuscript is not always uni-
form, therefore where a name is spelt in two different
ways, I have left them as they are given. I have altered
the original spelling of the names of only a few familiar
places, and have retained the Portuguese expressions of
Moor and Gentile, which mean Mussulman and heathen,
one of which has survived up to the present time in
Southern India as Moorman.

Any further observations I may have to make on
this manusecript will be found in the notes.

I wish to express my thanks to Sr. D. Gregorio
Romero Larrahaga, the head of the Barcelona Library,
and to the other gentlemen of his department, for the
cordial manner in which they have supplied me with
the contents of their Library, and for their assistance
in discussing doubtful points.

London, October 21, 1865.
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PREFACE.

(TRANSLATED FROM THE PORTUGUESE EDITION, LISBON, 1812.)

I, Duarte Barbosa, a native of the very noble city of
Lisbon, having navigated for a great part of my youth in
the Indies discovered in the name of the king our lord, and
having travelled through many and various countries neigh-
bouring to the coast, and having seen and heard various
things, which I judged to be marvellous and stupendous,
and which had never been seen nor heard of by our an-
cestors, resolved to write them for the benefit of all, as [
saw and heard of them from day to day, striving to declare in
this my book the towns and limits of all those kingdoms to
which T went in person, or of which I had trustworthy infor-
mation ; and also which were kingdoms and countries of the
Moors and which of the Gentiles, and their customs.
Neither have I left in silence their traffic, the merchan-
dise which is met with in them, the places where they are
produced, nor whither they are transported. And besides
what I saw personally, I always delighted in inquiring of the
Moors, Christians, and Gentiles, as to the usages and cus-
toms which they practised, and the points of information
thus gained I endeavoured to combine together so as to
have a more exact knowledge of them, this being always my
special object, as it should be of all those who write on
such matters; and I am convinced that it will be recognized
that T have not spared any diligence in order to obtain this
object, as far as the feeble extent of the power of my under-
standing allows of. It was in the present year of 1516 that
I finished writing this my book.
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