
Literary Studies
This series provides a high-quality selection of early printings of literary works, 
textual editions, anthologies and literary criticism which are of lasting scholarly 
interest. Ranging from Old English to Shakespeare to early twentieth-century 
work from around the world, these books offer a valuable resource for scholars in 
reception history, textual editing, and literary studies.

The Cambridge Reinaert Fragments
The Reinaert Fragments are a collection of seven pages of a Middle Dutch poem 
attributed to the fifteenth-century Flemish writer Hinrek van Alckmer, and printed 
in Antwerp in about 1487. This book, originally published in 1927, contains 
photographic reproductions of the pages, alongside clear transcriptions of the text 
and three beautiful woodcut illustrations. Karl Breul’s detailed introduction sketches 
the history and development of the story of Reynard the Fox, from its origins in 
oral tradition and the medieval beast epic to Goethe’s famous ‘Reinecke Fuchs’, 
indicating the place of the Reinaert poem amongst the various verse and prose 
versions. The book also includes a corrected version of the van Alckmer fragments, 
and examines their relationship with the Reinaert II and Reinke texts. The book will 
be useful to those studying Middle Dutch and Middle Low German literature or 
printing history, and others interested in the Reynard story.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of out-of-
print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of books that are still 
sought after by scholars and students but could not be reprinted economically using 
traditional technology. The Cambridge Library Collection extends this activity to a 
wider range of books which are still of importance to researchers and professionals, 
either for the source material they contain, or as landmarks in the history of their 
academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge University 
Library, and guided by the advice of experts in each subject area, Cambridge 
University Press is using state-of-the-art scanning machines in its own Printing 
House to capture the content of each book selected for inclusion. The files are 
processed to give a consistently clear, crisp image, and the books finished to the 
high quality standard for which the Press is recognised around the world. The 
latest print-on-demand technology ensures that the books will remain available 
indefinitely, and that orders for single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection will bring back to life books of enduring 
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other 
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social sciences 
and in science and technology. 
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The Cambridge 
Reinaert Fragments

(Culemann Fragments)

Edited by Karl Breul
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This edition first published 1927
This digitally printed version 2010
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This book reproduces the text of the original edition. The content and language reflect 
the beliefs, practices and terminology of their time, and have not been updated.

Cambridge University Press wishes to make clear that the book, unless originally published 
by Cambridge, is not being republished by, in association or collaboration with, or 

with the endorsement or approval of, the original publisher or its successors in title. 
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