Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-00937-9 - An Essay on the History and Management of Literary,
Scientific, and Mechanics’ Institutions

James Hole

Table of Contents

More information

CONTENTS.

CHAPTER 1L

History. — The Great Exhibition, and .its Lesson.—Origin of Me-
chanics’ Institutes.—Birkbeck.—Present Extent of the Institutes.—
Their Influence and Effects.— Objects originally contemplated by
their Founders, principally the Scientific Instruction of the Working
Classes.— Have failed both in reaching thes Operative Classes and
in conveying Scientific Instruction.—Principal Cause of Failure in
the Deficiency of Primary or Elementary Instruction, and not in
the Disposition of our People. —Example of the United States.—
Deterioration in the Character of Mechanics’ Institutes, and Causes.
—Nature of the Library, Lectures, and Classes.—Works of Imagina-
tion not to be quite excluded.— Why Lectures fail.— Value of
good Class Instruction.—Comparatively small Share of the Classes
in the Operations of the Institutes.—Neglect of Female Instruction,
and its Consequences. — The Huddersfield Female Institute.—

Page 1

CHAP. IL

Ossects AND MuTHODS OF ApULT INSTRUCTION. — Education of
the Artisan twofold in its Character.— General Instruction and
Industrial Instruction. — Neglect of the latter in this Country. —
Its Importance to our Manufacturing Supremacy and to Agricul-
tural Iwmprovement —Ignorance of the Peasantry.—Nature and
Objects of Industrial Instruction.—Edinburgh School of Arts,—
Insufficient Class Instruction of Mechanics’ Institutes attributable
to want of properly qualified Teachers.—Defects of gratuitous
Teaching. — Advantage of Examinations and Certificates of Profi-
ciency.—Introduction of disputed Topics into Mechanics’ Institutes
unadvisable.—Institutes should be more intimately associated with
the Social Welfare of the Working Classes.— Influence of Public
T'eaching.—How Mechanics’ Institutes may operate beneficially in

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781108009379
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-00937-9 - An Essay on the History and Management of Literary,
Scientific, and Mechanics’ Institutions

James Hole

Table of Contents

More information

CONTENTS, vii

the Elevation of the People by otlier Methods than the direct In-
culeation of Instruction.—Reply to Objections.— Use and Abuse
of Newspapers. — Amusements. — Exhibitions, — Excursions. —
Penny Savings’ Banks. — Registry of Employers and Workmen
Page 44

CHAP. III

BusiNess MANAGEMENT. — Methods of improving the Financial
Position of the Institutes.— Working Classes pay too litile. — Na-
ture of the Assistance which should be afforded by the Rich. —
Use of Patronage, and Influence of the Clergy.—Necessity of State
Assistance to Industrial Education.—Nature and Conditions of such
Assistance, and Reply to Objections.— Mechanics’ Institutes have
the first Claim to Consideration in any Plan of Industrial Instruc-
tion.— Advantages of a Day School in connection with Mechanies’
Institutes.—Use of School Rooms, built with Aid from Govern-
ment.— Grants should be given for Evening Instruction. — Im-
portance of collecting Subscriptions when due.—Value of Pro-
prietary Membership.— Work of the Institution should be paid
for.— Managing Director or Secretary and Sub-Committees.—
Iustitute should be kept constantly before the Public.— Franchise
of the Members should be tolerably extensive. —Danger of Debt,
and Plan of avoiding it.— Spirit in which the Institute should be
conducted - - - - - 85

CHAP. 1IV.

UnioN oF INsTITUTES.— Importance and Nature of such Combina-
tions.— American Unions. — English Unions ; Failure, and Causes.
~— Advantages which a Union ought to confer on the general and
individual Interests of the Institute.—Promotion of Adult In-
struction in destitute Places by formation of Institutes, Village
Libraries, and by occasional Lectures.—Protection of Property. —
Systematic Accounts. — Preparation of Rules. — Catalogues of
Books. — Special Advantages to be conferred by Unions.— Afford-
ing Facilities for Lectures.—True and False Methods of economizing
Expense of Lectures.— Union should have Assistance from Go-
vernment in providing Secientific Lectures. — Method proposed. —
Organization of unpaid Lectures, to be assisted by Diagrams and
Apparatus furnished by the Union. — Society of Arts’ Union
should form the National Central Union. — Formation of Local
Exhibitions and Establishment of Local Museums.—dJournal of
the Society of Arts.— Other Objects Union might promote,— Ex-
aminations of Pupils.— Interchange of Privileges.— Want of
Vitality in Unions - - - - 120

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781108009379
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-00937-9 - An Essay on the History and Management of Literary,

Scientific, and Mechanics’ Institutions
James Hole

Table of Contents

More information

viii CONTENTS.

APPENDICES.

A.—Extracts from Memorials to the Royal Commissioners for the
Exhibition of the Industry of all Nations, praying for the Esta-
blishment of a Central Institution of Arts and Manufactures

Page 161
B.— Amusements - - - - - 167
C.—Subjects which ought to be known in various Trades - 169

D.—Exhibitions of Works of Art, Objects illustrative of General
and Practical Science, Specimens of Natural History, and Produc-

tions of Manufaturing Skill - - - - 113
E.—Itinerating Libraries for Villages - - - 178
- - 182

F.—Museums - - -

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781108009379
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

