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The interface between authors and their readers is a fascinating subject in

its own right, revealing a great deal about social attitudes, technological
progress, aesthetic values, fashionable interests, political positions, economic
constraints, and individual personalities. This part of the Cambridge Library
Collection reissues classic studies in the area of printing and publishing
history that shed light on developments in typography and book design,
printing and binding, the rise and fall of publishing houses and periodicals,
and the roles of authors and illustrators. It documents the ebb and flow of
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An Essay on the History and Management of
Literary, Scientific, and Mechanics’ Institutions

In this Essay, first published in 1853, the Victorian social activist James Hole
offers an impassioned defence of the one of the central products of early
Victorian social reformism, the mechanics’ institutes. Aimed at improving
the education of working-class men, women and youths, the institutes
offered basic literacy training as well as higher-level lectures on science, the
arts, and industry. This volume, originally a prize-winning essay, outlines
Hole’s plan for improving the efficacy of the institutes, which he saw as failing
in their mission of enlivening the minds of those whose primary labours
were physical. The institutes ‘have established the right of the people to
culture] Hole writes, but they had yet, in his view, to instil it. An important
work in the history of education, Hole’s Essay provides revealing insights into
social reformism and the complexities of class politics within the movement.
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Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge
University Library, and guided by the advice of experts in each subject area,
Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art scanning machines
in its own Printing House to capture the content of each book selected for
inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear, crisp image,
and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the Press
is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection will bring back to life books of enduring
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social
sciences and in science and technology.
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Train up thy children, England,
In the ways of righteousness, and feed them
With the bread of wholesome doctrine.
Where hast thou thy mines —but in their industry ?
Thy bulwarks where — but in their breasts ?
SOUTHEY.

L’éducation est 'avenir des peuples.
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ADVERTISEMENT.

Tre Society for the Encouragement of Arts, Manu-
factures, and Commerce, in their Prize List for the
Session 1852-3, offered the Society’s Medal and a Pre-
mium of £50 for the best Essay on the History and
Management of Literary, Scientific, and Mechanics’
Institutions; and especially how far, and in what
manner, they may be developed and combined, so as to
promote the moral well-being and industry of the
country. In consequence of this announcement a
number of Essays were received ; and, on the request of
the judges to whom they were referred, the prize was
awarded to the Essay with the motto *“ Nemo Labori
Musas vetet,” sent in by Mr. James Hole, of Leeds.
It was a part of the conditions under which the prize
was offered, that the successful candidate should publish
his essay, under the sanction of the Society.
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