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nest—Only the old gentleman and himself in the secret—An ill-requited
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York’s backslidings—His pecuniary relations with his mistress—The so-called
““soldiers’ friend ”—The duke’s French cook on his death—The newspapers
overlook the duke’s failings, but rake up all George IV.’s misdeeds . 1.32
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SCHOOL DAYS.

A prototype of Wackford Squeers—A classical and commercial academy in the old
days—Chislehurst mainly notable for its rural and sylvan beauty—Gates’s
coach—Our head-master an old volunteer—His military appearance and bear-
ing—A frequent change of ushers—The fat old ‘‘Jack of Clubs "—His wrongs
and his emphatic enunciation of them—His threatening peroration—Little
learning and less discipline—Food and liberty in abundance—The young lady
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for poachers—OQur stableman is dismissed—He is tried for a suspected mur-
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Sydney’s ancestor, ‘‘ Tommy Townsend ’—Opposition to Reform—Chislehurst
cricket matches—Herbert Jenner’s splendid wicket-keeping—A. healing lotion
—Charles Harenc’s bowling practice—A. Mynn's terrific overhanders—Little
Lillywhite and big Fuller Pileh—Mr William Ward’s unprecedented score—
Light-hearted Sir St. Vincent Cotton—Chislehurst fair—Singlestick, wrestling,
and jingling in the ancient cockpit—Other rustic amusements—Fortune-
telling gypsies—Forty years afterwards—A striking transformation—The
exiled French imperial family—Obsequious reception of them—Painful recol-
lections of the Paris siege and Commune—The national disasters brought
about by imperial rule—The fallen emperor undeserving of homage . 3356
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THE REFORM FRENZY AND THE RICK BURNINGS—RICHARD CARLILE—
SIR F. BURDETT—DANIEL O’CONNELL.

Political excitement following on the death of George IV.—The French revolu-
tion of 1830—Mob orators’ covert suggestions—Popularity of the sailor king
—It is suggested he is a mixture of the blackguard and the buffoon —Royal
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with the hackney coachman—Sydney Smith’s chaff of ““dear Daniel "—The
Duke of Wellington attacked in the city—He is assailed by roughs in Hyde
Park—The fickle multitude speedily veer round—The duke meets with general
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THE FLOOD OF PENNY LITERATURE-—THE UNSTAMPED PRESS—
POPULAR PREACHERS AND ACTORS.

The Society for the Diffusion of Useful Knowledge—The ‘‘ Penny and Saturday
Magazines”—**The Mirror "—Limbird, its proprietor, and John Timbs, its
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editor—Timbs’s unamiable nature—His captious criticisms—His fondness for
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—He is captured and tried before Lord Lyndhurst—Is acquitted and
triumphant—The newspaper stamp reduced to a penny—Hetherington again
imprisoned for selling a forbidden book—He retaliates by prosecuting Moxon
for selling Shelley’s ‘ Queen Mab”—The poets’ publisher is found guilty—
The Houses of Parliament burnt down—Recollections of Irving and the
unknown tongue—Rowland Hill’s oddities of manner—W. J. Fox’s eloquent
and logical discourses—His failure in parliament—The Rev. R. Taylor at the
Areopagus—His foppish get up and theatrical manner at the Rotunda—The
illustrious singer and the pot of porter legend—Charles Kemble—Macready’s
jerky elocution and stilted mannerism—Liston on and off the stage—A troupe
of stage beauties—My boyish admiration of T. P. Cooke and of Jack Reeve’s
unconseious humour—O. Smith with red and blue fire accompaniments—
““Jump Jim Crow ! ” turns the town crazy . . . . 85-101
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SONGS AND SLANG PHRASES—GEORGE CRUIKSHANK AND THE ‘ comIc
ALMANACK ”"—DEBTORS’ PRISONS AND DEAR LAW-—SALARIES
AND SINECURES—SIXTY YEARS AGO.

Namby-pamby lyrics—Butterfly Bayly’s mawkish inanities—Alphabet Bayley's
imbecile imitations—Vulgar slang phrases—Untaxed almanacks for the hat,
the handkerchief, the prayer-book, and the waistcoat pocket—The * Comic
Almanack "—My father edits it under the cognomen of Rigdum Funnidos—
A letter on a lost article from the poet Campbell—George Cruikshank’s
almanack etchings—A. lucky political prophecy—Cruikshank somewhat of a
fop—His mania for introducing himself into his designs—His etching of
Fagin in the condemned cell—His ambition to shine in high art—He becomes
a slave to convivial indulgence—His nights of debauch and painful morrow-
mornings—Tilt’s passion for amassing money—His large profits from French
lithographs—He selects a successor—A valuation and an unexpected proposal
—Tilt’s great command of ready cash—His bold advance on a well-known
copyright—Inmates of the Fleet and King’s Bench prisons—Power of debtors
to pile up law expenses—Ridiculous nature of certain legal proceedings—
Policeman X.’s indignation—Exorbitant legal salaries and absurd sinecure
offices—Samples of some held by the fair sex—The simple habits and tastes of
past times—Wine a rarity—Travelling dear and uncomfortable—Town locomo-
tion expensive—Long working hours the rule—A paucity of letters and news-
papers—Only few theatres—No music halls or society journals—Plenty of
handsome women, but no professional beauties—Cattle trucks for third-class
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fashions—Heavy postage of letters—Dando the oyster eater—St. John Long
the ladies’ rubber—Joseph Ady’s offer of something to one’s advantage—Tkey
Solomons, the jew “ fence "—Sir Andrew Agnew’s agony bill . . 102-118
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EARLY PENCIL AND GRAVER WORK—THE FRASER FRACAS—A PHENOM-
ENAL SNOWSTORM—IN THE ISLE OF WIGHT AND AT STONEHENGE.

After slightly studying drawing I am apprenticed to a wood-engraver—
Bonner’s two clever pupils—W. J. Linton’s political sympathies—His rank as
a wood-engraver—Long working hours—My first attempts with the graver—
—An unmethodical course of reading—Forbidden books—A victim to political
bigotry—Shelley’s *‘ Queen Mab”—London-bridge in the ““ thirties "—Fogle
fakers—The stolen handkerchief mart in Field-lane—The first London gin
palace—A low counter for juvenile tipplers—The * Pickwick ” excitement—
Bonner ix attacked with brain fever—A blood-letting physician has him
cupped—He dies, as had been predicted—Kentish rambles-—Grantley Berke-
ley’s assault on Fraser the publisher—‘ Berkeley Castle,” and Maginn’s
slashing review of it—Craven Berkeley on guard while Grantley unmercifully
belabours his victim—Grantley’s duel with Maginn—Maginn justifies himself
in *“ Fraser "—He is assailed with Billingsgate abuse—He declines to fight the
Berkeley family—Fraser brings an action claiming £6000—He gets only £100,
and escapes proceedings for libel—L. E. L. complains of Maginn’s too ardent
addresses—She styles Grantley Berkeley the Bayard of the age—My recollec-
tion of L. E. L.—I found her far from pretty, and dowdily dressed—Maginn
brought low by debt and drink—Alaric Watts’ rhymes upon him—Thackeray’s
supposititious loan to him—Thackeray’s own hints as to how he got rid of his
fortune—The severe snowstorm of 1836—The mails have to be dug out—
Coasting vessels employed to carry letters —Cocking’s fatal parachute descent
—His dead body is made a show of—The Greenacre engravings in the
“ Weekly Chronicle "—I start on a pedestrian excursion—To Portsmouth by
night luggage van—Sandown, Shanklin, Ventnor, and Freshwater nearly sixty
years ago—The wax-candle impost—Stonehenge during a storm—A shepherd
who had passed his life on Salisbury plain—His ignorance of the reigning
sovereign’s name, what year it was, and his own age—Had heard of Captain
Swing, but never of Reform—A welcome unlooked-for arrival—A picnic within
the druidical circle . . . . . . . . 119-133
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SOME STRUGGLING ARTISTS —DOUGLAS JERROLD—ANNUALS AND OTHER
GIFT BOOKS—DIAMOND CUT DIAMOND.

I become a pupil of Orrin Smith’s—Kenny Meadows’s drawings for ¢ Bell’s
Life "—Chatfield a pupil and pecuniary victim of Haydon, the painter—His
last picture—Deaf old Thomas Landseer—His mania for depicting men as
monkeys—His pretty and garrulous wife—Leech senior’s disastrous table d’hote
—John Leech, Percival Leigh, and Albert Smith, medical students together—
Leech abandons medicine, and takes to humorous drawing—He obtains a foot-

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781108009294
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-00929-4 - Glances Back Through Seventy Years: Autobiographical and
Other Reminiscences, Volume 1

Henry Vizetelly

Table of Contents

More information

X1 CONTENTS.

PAGE
ing in “ Bell's Life “—His clever Parisian types—His good looks and interest-
ing air of melancholy—His contempt for the chartists—His reserved manners—
His morbid aversion to noise—His unlucky quest of country quiet—An artist
in dread of bailiffs—Douglas Jerrold’s striking appearance—His continuous
flow of wit—His inability to bridle his tongue—Establishing tavern clubs with
epigrammatic names his hobby—Jerrold’s plays—His ‘¢ Men of Character ” and
pithy newspaper comments—He joins the navy when a lad—Quits it to set up
type—He is given a theatrical criticism of his own to compose—Abandons print-
ing to write for the stage—Drudgery at the Coburg—He takes service under
Elliston at the Surrey— Wonderful success of “ Black-eyed Susan "—Elliston’s
advice to the author—The Surrey manager’s bibulous propensities—The best
time to call on him—¢ Black-eyed Susan” becomes the rage in the West—
Jerrold on the stage with Dickens’s amateur troupe—His carefully studied Master
Stephen—Lord Melbourne’s candid criticism—Laman Blanchard’s neglect by
the whigs—Harrison Ainsworth a bit of a fop—Astounding popularity of his
Newgate novel—The ¢‘ Annual” craze—The royal revenues yielded by these
books—Large sum offered to T. Moore for a poem—A marvellous drawing on
wood by Meissonier—Its great value at the present day—A Meissonier sketch
on a photographer’s panel—Lawsuit between the members of my father’s
firm—George Lewis’s legal story—A London tradesman is sued for a fictitious
debt—His solicitor advises a plea of payment, and instructs his client as to the
evidence to be called—A dinner is given at which the pretended debt is dis-
charged—The guests are all called as witnesses of the payment—Their
evidence is unshaken on cross-examination—The defendant obtains an easy
verdict—Another legal story—The doyen of the Savage club—A large and
very bright brass door-plate—Mr. Bollow is served with a writ—¢ Not within
at present ”—£10,000 claimed for maiming the plaintiff—Mr. Bollow is referred
to plaintiff’s ¢ sliss’er "—No trial—Costs wiped off by insolvency—-New notice
of trial—Plaintiff compromised with—Mr. Bollow’s bright brass plate costs
him £150 . . . . . . . . . 134-153
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“ HEADS OF THE PEOPLE ” AND “‘ ILLUSTRATED SHAKSPERE ”—THE QUEEN'S
CORONATION—" ORION ” HORNE—SOME PRIVATE THEATRICALS—
CLARKSON STANFIELD AND CAPTAIN MARRYAT.

Death of my father—My eldest brother starts in business as a printer—Kenny
Meadows’s ambition gratified—His typical ‘“Heads of the People”—The
‘ INustrated Shakspere ”—W. B. Scott’s modest estimate of himself—Mead-
ows’s graceful and epigrammatic fancy—Peace typified by a butterfly flutter-
ing at the mouth of a cannon—The artist’s weak and puny frame-—His con-
vivial habits—He receives a government pension—His patriarchal old age—
T make preliminary sketches in reference to the queen’s coronation—Vincent
Dowling—He disarms the assassin of Spencer Percival—His scheme of a new
police force—His ‘ Fistiana”—He takes Gavarni under his protection to a
prize fight—Respect shown him by the rogues and roughs at the railway
station—Dowling’s watch mistakenly purloined and restored with apologies—
A characteristic letter from the great duke—I make coronation sketches at
Westminster Abbey, the royal stables, and various official departments—A
drawing of the procession twelve feet long—The day of the coronation—The
beau monde in Court dress thread their way through the crowd—O0ld Marshal

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781108009294
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-00929-4 - Glances Back Through Seventy Years: Autobiographical and
Other Reminiscences, Volume 1

Henry Vizetelly

Table of Contents

More information

CONTENTS. X111

PAGE
Soult and the Cond¢ state coach—His reception outside and inside the abbey
—Prince Esterhazy’s traditional diamonds—Horne’s ‘“Life of Napoleon ”—
His-farthing edition of * Orion "—His anecdote of *“ Athenweum ” Dilke—He
emigrates to Australia and becomes head of the mounted police—His dread
of damp feet—David Roberts fresh from the Holy Land—A contemplated life
of Nelson illustrated by Clarkson Stanfield—Difficulties encountered by
Stanfield in drawing upon wood—Captain Marryat’s “Poor Jack "—Orrin
Smith’s stage-struck pupils—Carpenter, the radical—His ‘“Peerage for the
People "—His son at some private theatricals—A party in a stage box—A
colossal wreath of vegetables—Misplaced comments and applause—The
wreath is flung to Othello—Our box is attacked—We retreat to the stage—I
clamber between the ceiling and the roof—The former gives way and I
dangle suspended over the pit—Shouts and screams below—We are mulcted
of a money penalty—Young Carpenter enlists—He shoots his superior officer
in India, and is condemned to death—I am released from my engagement
with Orrin Smith—Stanfield’s quiet manners—His passion for the picturesque
—Exaggeration the rule in most of Roberts’s works—A sketching club—
Captain Marryat’s quarter-deck style—Campbell suggests he has the flogging
propensities of his planter ancestors—Marryat’s West Indian stories and
naval anecdotes—A contemplated co-operative ¢ London Charivari”— Leech
makes designs for it—Thackeray dreads a partnership—The scheme collapses

—Henry Mayhew subsequently revives it, and ‘¢ Punch ” results . 152167

IX.
(1839-43.)

RIBALD NEWSPAPERS AND THEIR EDITORS—PENNY POSTAGE—THE EGLINTON
TOURNAMENT-—A SHERIDAN ROLAND FOR THE SHUCKBOROUGH OLIVER.

Renton Nicholson’s “Town”—Its illustrator, Archibald Henning—Nicholson’s
squabble with Barnard Gregory—He is committed for trial for publishing
‘“the Town”—He poses as the champion of moral purity, and appeals to his
readers for funds for his defence—Gregory gets quodded and Nicholson
escapes—Imitations of ‘“the Town”—The nauseous ¢ Judge and Jury
society "—Jerrold’s cutting jest—The chief baron and his court—Night
haunts of men about town—¢‘ The Finish,” a resort of the rowdy marquis and
his’companions—The Cyder Cellar and some of its habitués, Porson, Maginn,
Thackeray, Albert Smith—¢‘The Age ” and its editor, Charles Molloy West-
macott—His obscure origin—His ¢ English Spy "—DMaclise’s portrait and the
symbolic dog-whip— Westmacott pommelled by Charles Kemble and the
éropped police proceedings—The strapping Irishman in waiting on incon-
venient callers— Barnard Gregory’s ¢ Satirist” —1Its attacks on Queen
Adelaide and the Duke of Cumberland—Gregory’s good dinners attract
capital company—His histrionic abilities and cfforts to display them in public
—He appears as Hamlet and is hooted down—He indicts the Duke of Bruns-
wick and others for conspiracy—He fails, and the duke retaliates—Gregory is
convicted and goes into hiding—He is advertised for in unflattering terms—
He is captured in a cupboard and lodged and boarded in Newgate—The
origin of the ‘“John Bull ”—Its rapid success—Hook’s anxiety to conceal his
connection with it—Its corpulent proprietor, Shackell—Hook’s visits to
aristocratic country houses—Shackell dances attendance on him with proofs
and rolls of bank-notes—Hook’s superstitious nature—His pretended en-
counter with the Flying Dutchman off the Cape—His visions of lucky lottery
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numbers in the embers of his grate—I meet Hook at Shackell’s—The forn’r}er
much courted wit ‘“done up in purse, in mind, and body, too, at last"—
Engravers’ petition in favour of penny postage—Marvellous effects of the
change—The abuse of franks—Sydney Smith’s croak—The Mulready e{xvelop’e
and the ridicule it met with—Sergeant Talfourd’s copyright bill and Dickens’s
forecast of the benefits that would result—The Eglinton tournan?ent pre-
parations—The dripping banners and the drenched and dej ected knights and
squires—The king of the tournament and his gingham—The feeble jousts and
feebler jokes of the official jester—The Queen of Beauty commends the victor
~—The Lord of the Tournament has to pay the piper—Louis Napoleon combats
and dances—The Queen of Beauty’s correspondence with Lady Shuckborougl}
—Lady S.’s professed cook and pert housekeeper—The little Shuckboroughs
turnip heads and caulifiower wigs—Couch not Pouch’s cutting sarcasm . 168-187

X.
(1839-11.)

A DERBYSHIRE EXCURSION—SMUGGLING SIXTY YEARS AGO—ILLUS-
TRATED BOOKS—BYRON’S JOHN MURRAY AND THE LONGMANS.

A sketching trip through Derbyshire—Nelson’s birthplace—Asleep on the box
seat of a night coach—Belvoir Castle and Nottingham ‘“‘lambs”—My com-
panion and I meet at Chesterfield—We scale the Great Tor ridge at Matlock—
An unforeseen obstacle—A moment of imminent peril—We reach the summit
at last—Recent chartist outbreaks—¢ Hang ’em up for scarecrows ! —Ark-
wright’s colossal fortune—His quarrel with his son—The Peak cavern show—
The Castleton wake—Derbyshire songs—In search of Kinder Scout—Our wild-
goose chase—We lose our way in the rain and darkness—A prospective night
on the bleak moor—We escape this mishap and return to London—A
suggested smuggling transaction—A night expedition to some wrecks on the
Goodwins—Young railway surveyors secure Whitstable damsels’ dowries—A
hitch—Smugglers land kegs of hollands in broad daylight at St Leonards—A
preventive man brutally assaulted—Fishermen-smugglers at Hastings—A
fight with the coastguard—A cargo of spirits beached at Worthing—
Desperate encounter with revenue officers—A pleasure yacht peppered to
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art galleries of Belgium, and the ‘‘ castled Rhine ” . . . 186-204
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