Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-00925-6 - Life and Times of the Right Honourable William Henry
Smith, M.P, Volume 2

Herbert Eustace Maxwell

Frontmatter

More information

CAMBRIDGE LIBRARY COLLECTION

Books of enduring scholarly value

Printing and Publishing History

The interface between authors and their readers is a fascinating subject in

its own right, revealing a great deal about social attitudes, technological
progress, aesthetic values, fashionable interests, political positions, economic
constraints, and individual personalities. This part of the Cambridge Library
Collection reissues classic studies in the area of printing and publishing
history that shed light on developments in typography and book design,
printing and binding, the rise and fall of publishing houses and periodicals,
and the roles of authors and illustrators. It documents the ebb and flow of
the book trade supplying a wide range of customers with products from
almanacs to novels, bibles to erotica, and poetry to statistics.

Life and Times of the Right Honourable
William Henry Smith, M.P

This is a lively two-volume biography, first published in 1893, of the
influential Victorian businessman and politician W. H. Smith (1825-1891),
whose father and uncle established the well-known stationery and
bookselling business. The author, Herbert Maxwell (1845-1932), was a
Scottish essayist and Conservative Member of Parliament who greatly
admired Smith’s human qualities and had access to his personal papers.

In this second volume, Maxwell narrates Smith’s career from 1878 to 1891
as the First Lord of the Admiralty, revealing his political stamina during

a time of economic hardship and conflicts in Afghanistan and among the
Zulu. Extracts from his personal letters show the emotional burden of his
responsibilities. Smith did not disguise his connection to the commercial
middle class. Instead, he approached his political life with the same
pragmatic wisdom he cultivated in business, and Maxwell emphasises how
Smith strove to relieve the burdens of ordinary citizens.
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Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge
University Library, and guided by the advice of experts in each subject area,
Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art scanning machines
in its own Printing House to capture the content of each book selected for
inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear, crisp image,
and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the Press
is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection will bring back to life books of enduring
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