Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-00918-8 - The Methods of Publishing
Samuel Squire Sprigge

Frontmatter

More information

CAMBRIDGE LIBRARY COLLECTION

Books of enduring scholarly value

Printing and Publishing History

The interface between authors and their readers is a fascinating subject in

its own right, revealing a great deal about social attitudes, technological
progress, aesthetic values, fashionable interests, political positions, economic
constraints, and individual personalities. This part of the Cambridge Library
Collection reissues classic studies in the area of printing and publishing
history that shed light on developments in typography and book design,
printing and binding, the rise and fall of publishing houses and periodicals,
and the roles of authors and illustrators. It documents the ebb and flow of
the book trade supplying a wide range of customers with products from
almanacs to novels, bibles to erotica, and poetry to statistics.

The Methods of Publishing

Samuel Squire Sprigge (1860-1937) was a qualified physician who worked
for The Lancet from 1892 and was editor from 1909 until his death. He
published several books including a history of the journal and its founder,
and a volume of essays, Physic and Fiction. The Methods of Publishing

first appeared in 1890 and is Sprigge’s passionate contribution to the late
nineteenth-century discussion on how the question of literary property is
best resolved. Sprigge argues that this matter is often treated in a cavalier
manner that disadvantages authors, particularly in the relationship between
publisher and author. In his view, book prices are too low, copyright
protection for authors is insufficient, the royalty system is in chaos, and
authors do not obtain a fair share of profits. He proposes that literary
property questions be treated with the same legal formality and protection as
is found in other business dealings.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781108009188
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-00918-8 - The Methods of Publishing
Samuel Squire Sprigge

Frontmatter

More information

Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of
out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of

books that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be
reprinted economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library
Collection extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of
importance to researchers and professionals, either for the source material
they contain, or as landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge
University Library, and guided by the advice of experts in each subject area,
Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art scanning machines
in its own Printing House to capture the content of each book selected for
inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear, crisp image,
and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the Press
is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection will bring back to life books of enduring
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social
sciences and in science and technology.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781108009188
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-00918-8 - The Methods of Publishing
Samuel Squire Sprigge

Frontmatter

More information

The Methods of
Publishing

SAMUEL SQUIRE SPRIGGE

3 CAMBRIDGE

%' UNIVERSITY PRESS

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781108009188
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-00918-8 - The Methods of Publishing
Samuel Squire Sprigge

Frontmatter

More information

CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY PRESS

Cambridge, New York, Melbourne, Madrid, Cape Town, Singapore,
Sao Paolo, Delhi, Dubai, Tokyo

Published in the United States of America by Cambridge University Press, New York

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781108009188

© in this compilation Cambridge University Press 2009

This edition first published 1890
This digitally printed version 2009

ISBN 978-1-108-00918-8 Paperback

This book reproduces the text of the original edition. The content and language reflect
the beliefs, practices and terminology of their time, and have not been updated.

Cambridge University Press wishes to make clear that the book, unless originally published
by Cambridge, is not being republished by, in association or collaboration with, or
with the endorsement or approval of, the original publisher or its successors in title.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781108009188
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-00918-8 - The Methods of Publishing
Samuel Squire Sprigge

Frontmatter

More information

LITERARY PROPERTY.—4.

THE METHODS OF PUBLISHING.

“We demand for Literary Property the same jealousy and
the same resolution to obtain just treatment as prevails in all
other branches of business.”—ZReport of the Society for 1889.

BY

S. SQUIRE SPRIGGE,

M.B. CANTAB.

LONDON:

Published jfor the Incorporated Society of Authors,
BY

HENRY GLAISHER, 85 STRAND W.C

1890.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781108009188
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-00918-8 - The Methods of Publishing
Samuel Squire Sprigge

Frontmatter

More information

CONTENTS.

————
PAGE,
PREFACE v
CHAPTER I.—LITERARY PROPERTY 9
CHAPTER II.—THE VALUE OF ITS DIFFERENT FORMS 16
CHAPTER IIL.—SALE, OUT-RIGHT AND LIMITED 26
CHAPTER IV.—THE HALF-PROFIT SYSTEM 37
CHAPTER V.—THE ROYALTY SYSTEM ... 56
CHAPTER VI.—PUBLISHING ON COMMISSION ... 71
CHAPTER VII.—ADVERTISEMENT ... 83
CuAPTER VIII.—AUTHOR’S CORRECTIONS 91
CuAPTER IX.—AGREEMENTS, MORE OR LESS ... 96
CHAPTER X.—REMAINDER-SALES ... 102
CHAPTER XI.—CONCLUDING REMARKS ... 106

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781108009188
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-00918-8 - The Methods of Publishing
Samuel Squire Sprigge

Frontmatter

More information

THE SOCIETY OF AUTHORS (INCORPORATED).

PRESIDENT.
Tue Ricut Hon. THE LORD TENNYSON, D.C.L.

COUNCIL.

Sk Epwin Arnorp, K.C.S.I.
ALFRED AUSTIN.

RoBERT BATEMAN.

Sir Henrvy BerGNE, K.C.M.G.
WALTER BESaNT.
AvuGUSTINE BIRRELL, M.P.
R. D. BLACKMORE.

Rev. Pror. BonNEy, F.R.S.
LorD BRABOURNE.

James Brycg, M.P.

P. W, CLaYDEN.

Epwarp Cropp.

W. MarTIN CONWAY.
MAaRION CRAWFORD.

OswarLp Crawrurp, C.M.G.
THE EARL oF DESART.

A. W. DUBOURG.

Joun Eric Ericusen, F.R.S.
Pror. MicuaeL FosTER, F.R.S.
HEeRBERT GARDNER, M.P.
RicHARD GARNETT, LL.D.
EpmMUND GOSSE.

H. RipErR HAGGARD.

Tromas Harpv.

Pror. E. Ray LANKESTER, F.R.S.

J. M. LeLv.,

Rev. W. J. LorTig, F.S.A.

F. Max-M#LLER, LL.D.

GEORGE MEREDITH.

HermAN C. MERIVALE.

J. C. ParkinNsoN.

THE EARL oF PEMBROKE AND MONT-
GOMERY.

Sir FreEDERICK PoLLock, Bart., LL.D.

WarTer HERRIES PoLLOCK.

A, G. Ross.

GEOKGE AUGUSTUS SALA.

W. BAPTISTE SCOONES.

G. R. Sims.

J. J. STEVENSON.

Jas. Surry.

WiLLiam Moy THoMAS.

H. D. Tranr, D.C.L.

EpmunDp YATES.

Hon. Counsel—E. M, UnpERDOWN, Q.C.

Auditer~Rev. C. H. MipDDLETON-WaKE, F.L.S.

COMMITTEE OF MANAGEMENT.

Chairman—WALTER BESANT.

ROBERT BATEMAN. EpMUND GOSSE. J. M. Levy.

W. MarTIN CoNwAY. H. RipErR HAGGARD. Sir FrREDERICK PoLrock.
A, G. Ross.
Solicitors.

Messrs. F1eLp, RoscoE & Co., Lincoln’s Inn Fields.

Secretary—S. SQUIRE SPRIGGE.

OFFICES.

4, PorTUGAL STREET, LincoLN’s INN FieLps, W.C.
t]

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781108009188
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-00918-8 - The Methods of Publishing
Samuel Squire Sprigge

Frontmatter

More information

PREFACE.

THE aim of this book is to arouse a general feeling that
there is sound good sense in the demand made in the
Report of the Society of Authors for 1880.

“ We demand,” the Report ran, “ for Literary Property
the same jealousy and the same wesolution to obtain just
treatment as prevails in all other branches of business.”

By this statement I hope to escape the imputation of
having failed to do anything which I have never tried
to do.

There are in the office of the Society of Authors records
of publishing undertaken upon every conceivable and
inconceivable plan. All however, fall under one of these
five heads :—(I) SALE OUT-RIGHT, (2) LIMITED SALE,
(3) THE HALF-PROFIT SYSTEM, (4) THE ROYALTY
SYSTEM (with certain variations), and (5) PUBLICATION
BY COMMISSION (also with certain variations).

And under these five heads, the enquiry into the
methods of publishing is conducted.

It would seem that the peculiar, unbusiness-like, and
but too frequently disgraceful manner with which Literary
Property is treated has its origin in the two facts—(1), that
the existence of this property is not generally realised ;*

* Its existence has been denied Z7 /o on the ground that all
ideas are free, so that no one can claim a monopoly in them. The
assertion appears to have been made in all gravity.
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vi PREFACE.

and (2), that, where realised, its value can only with
difficulty be estimated.

As a consequence the law regulating a property, which
appears even to its possessors so vague and ill-defined, is
in its turn obscure, incomplete, and inconclusive.

One preliminary chapter has, therefore, been devoted
to a brief consideration of the nature of Literary Property,
and another to a brief demonstration of the fact that an
approximate estimate of its value in particular cases can
often be arrived at.

Of all the charges in a publisher’s account, the two
which authors find it hardest to believe in are those for
advertisement, and those for “author’s corrections.” In
each case the author’s resentment naturally follows his
inability to understand the account. He sees but one thing,
that he is required to implicitly trust his publisher, as no’
vouchers or details are forthcoming. All may go well. On
the contrary, something may happen which rightly or
wrongly shakes the profound confidence which is thus
demanded of the author, and straightway he believes that
he is being cheated. Again, certain ways of dealing with
“ Remainder-stock ” have led frequently to much annoy-
ance.

A large proportion of the smaller complaints received
at this office have arisen out of some irregularity under one
or other of these three heads. A separate chapter has,
therefore, been devoted to the discussion of each.

There is no intention here to make an attack upon
publishers as a class, or upon any individual publisher. This
is a protest against the metheds by which the disposal
of an enormously valuable property is effected.

These methods, however, will exist until the contracts
between author and publisher are prepared with the
business-like care and accuracy which are displayed
in the contracts for the disposal of property in all its
other forms. This desirable result will certainly never be
attained, except in response to the combined resolution of
writers as a body. It is equally certain that it must follow
upon such combined resolution. From the moment that
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PREFACE. vii

dealings in Literary Property receive due legal formality
and legal protection in their treatment, much of the petty
chicanery, so contemptible and yet so vexatious, that is
now rife, will come to an end, while the avocation of the
serious and extensive rogue will be gone.

At present it is sufficient to find fault with the methods
in vogue, for reasons which it is hoped will appear satis-
factory.

It will later be the duty of the Society of Authors
to submit a scheme for publishing, based upon what may
seem after careful consideration of the whole question fair
and equitable principles.

Office of the Incorporated Society of Authors,
4, Portugal Street, W.C.

July, 1890.
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