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PREFACE

ABOUT ten years ago, when I was writing a short memoir of my father,
it occurred to me that a companion volume of his letters might be
published. I knew that many of these were preserved by his friends,
and esteemed not only on account of regard for the writer, but for what
was thought considerable originality. Yet I was not prepared for the
extent of the collection which was most courteously placed at my
disposal, carrying with it, by virtue of its very existence, the evidence
of some merit. The publication of the volume was postponed ; but
the delay was by no means unfortunate, inasmuch as it gave me
leisure to sift the material and reject that which was unsuitable, while
applying myself, at the same time, to a closer and more unprejudiced
study of my father’s life.

There being an analogy between writing dashed off, for the most
part, without the slightest thought of publicity, or of literary precision,
and rapid sketches from nature done with a purpose and a will, I
thought there would be as much danger in tampering in the one case
as there always is in the other, and that it would bc best to leave
the selected letters to stand or fall on their own merits, without the
manipulation such collections have sometimes received. Nevertheless
I deemed it well to omit passages that were of no interest whatever
except to my father’s correspondents, the omissions being indicated in
the usual way. A few explanatory comments were necessary; but I
compressed these within the narrowest possible bounds. I was unable
to fill up the gap between the years 1839 and 1848, having no letters of
any interest at my disposal written within that period. Should any such
exist I should be grateful for the loan of them.

As time went on, I became more and more impressed by the

inadequacy and unworthiness of the memoir I have mentioned (a tyro’s
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xii PREFACE.

work, superficial, and in some 1'espects,misleading), and I thought it
would be well to accompany the letters with a new biography which
should be more worthy of its subject, and which, above all things,
should be true. I therefore began a careful study of all my father’s
memoranda, artistic and otherwise ; of his numerous old pocket-books,
his business papers, and particularly of what I will call (for want of
a better term) his shorthand notes from nature. These consisted n
innumerable little blots and scratches and hastily scribbled hints or
impressions, which, slight as they were, bore a far more important part
in the artist’s professional career and in the growth of his best works
than might be supposed.

Many of the rejected letters contained, like the memoranda, passages
of biographical or artistic interest, and I decided to quote these passages
freely, that, even at the risk of an appearance of patch-work, my father’s
story might be told as far as possible in his own words.

To those who have read the old life I wish to commend the new,
because the relations of the two may be compared to the relations of
a somewhat inaccurate and meagre table of contents to any work and
the work itself. Even my father's most intimate friends will find that
there is something to be learned of his career which is new to them,
for much that I have quoted no eyes but his own ever saw before,
while of those struggles with adversity which did so much to shape
and to ripen his character, few persons knew the full extent.

When the manuscript of the Zife and Letters was finished 1 availed
myself of the valuable help of Mr. Allan J. Hook, to whose just and
pertinent criticisms I consider myself very greatly indebted.

The list of my father’s exhibited works and ctchings I belicve to be
fairly accurate and complete ; and for this completeness I am much
beholden to Mr. F. G. Stephens and Mr. Allan J. Hook, who kindly
searched the Royal Academy and some other catalogues. For the list
of the works exhibited by the Royal Society of Painters in Water Colours
I am responsible myself.

The illustrations in this volume were chosen with some difficulty, and
with the advantage of Mr. Seeley’s advice, from a large mass of material.
As much of my father’s work is most difficult to render by any photo-

graphic method, we thought it well to choose such examples as could
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PREFACE. xiit

be dealt with with some prospect of success, and which at the same
time should be fairly representative.

The portrait is a reproduction of a life-size stump drawing which,
as the crude work of a student, will perhaps escape very harsh criticism.
It 1s given as the only portrait in existence showing my father at that
age—an age when, mentally, he was in the prime of life.

The device upon the cover is taken from the statue of Endymion in
the British Museum. This beautiful figure is mentioned by my father (by
the name of ‘ The Sleeping Mercury ”’) as a test of taste and of the
imaginative faculty. See the Leffers, pages 183 and 261.

A. H. PALMER.
TILFORD, SURREY. October, 1891.
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