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Books of enduring scholarly value

Printing and Publishing History

The interface between authors and their readers is a fascinating subject in

its own right, revealing a great deal about social attitudes, technological
progress, aesthetic values, fashionable interests, political positions, economic
constraints, and individual personalities. This part of the Cambridge Library
Collection reissues classic studies in the area of printing and publishing
history that shed light on developments in typography and book design,
printing and binding, the rise and fall of publishing houses and periodicals,
and the roles of authors and illustrators. It documents the ebb and flow of
the book trade supplying a wide range of customers with products from
almanacs to novels, bibles to erotica, and poetry to statistics.

Wood-Engraving
William James Linton (1812-1897) was a wood-engraver, poet, prose writer
and political activist, who first worked in London but emigrated to the
United States in 1866. He began his wood-engraving apprenticeship at the
age of sixteen under the well-known London engraver G. W. Bonner. Linton’s
mature work, championing the use of ‘white lining’ and favouring the use
of horizontal engraved lines and creating tone by differing line thickness,
continued in the tradition of Thomas Bewick (1753-1828), the founding
figure of wood-engraving. The publication of this book in 1884 marked
the culmination of Linton’s career, though he continued to research and
write on the subject. The manual, originally published in only five hundred
copies, is beautifully illustrated with Linton’s own engravings and is a rich
source for anyone interested in the technical details as well as the historical
development of this specialist craft.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of
out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of

books that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be
reprinted economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library
Collection extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of
importance to researchers and professionals, either for the source material
they contain, or as landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge
University Library, and guided by the advice of experts in each subject area,
Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art scanning machines
in its own Printing House to capture the content of each book selected for
inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear, crisp image,
and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the Press
is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection will bring back to life books of enduring
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social
sciences and in science and technology.
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PREFACE.

TrE object of the following pages is to help toward form-
ing a school of artist-engravers. With that end in view,
it has seemed necessary to assert as absolutely as possible
the true principles of Art (such of course as appear true
to me), and to criticise unsparingly whatever I find an-
tagonistic to these. In doing this I have cared rather to
have my meaning clear than to leave any room for mis-
understanding through fear of wounding the suscepti-
bilities of those whose opinions might oppose my own. I
believe that engravers will thank me for this plainness,
seeing that all has been said in the interest of their art,
and not without an earnest hope of benefiting them in the
work before them.
W. J. Lixron.

Loxnpon, 1884,
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