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Books of enduring scholarly value

Printing and publishing history
The interface between authors and their readers is a fascinating subject in
its own right, revealing a great deal about social attitudes, technological
progress, aesthetic values, fashionable interests, political positions, economic
constraints, and individual personalities. This part of the Cambridge Library
Collection reissues classic studies in the area of printing and publishing
history that shed light on developments in typography and book design,
printing and binding, the rise and fall of publishing houses and periodicals,
and the roles of authors and illustrators. It documents the ebb and flow of
the book trade supplying a wide range of customers with products from
almanacs to novels, bibles to erotica, and poetry to statistics.

Historical Account of the Substances Which have
been Used to Describe Events, and to Convey Ideas,
from the Earliest Date, to the Invention of Paper

Matthias Koops was a pioneer of mechanical paper-making. He invented
new processes for making paper from wood pulp rather than from rags, and
for recycling paper itself to a condition in which it could be used for printing.
The first edition (1800) of this book was printed entirely on paper which he
had produced from straw, but the paper has darkened over the years, making
reproduction difficult. The second edition of 1801, dedicated like the first

to King George III, was printed partly on a better type of straw paper and
partly on recycled paper; the Appendix was ‘printed on paper made from
wood alone, the produce of this country, without any intermixture of rags,
waste paper, bark, straw, or any other vegetable substance. Koops’s aim was
to overcome the problem of the scarcity of rags for paper-making, which he
believed was a restraint on the development of commerce and of science,

by producing paper from natural sources which were almost inexhaustible.
However, the factory which he established for manufacturing his papers went
bankrupt after only one year, and it was to be nearly two centuries before his
ambition to print new books on paper made from recycled old ones became
a practical possibility for the industry.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of
out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of

books that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be
reprinted economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library
Collection extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of
importance to researchers and professionals, either for the source material
they contain, or as landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge
University Library, and guided by the advice of experts in each subject area,
Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art scanning machines
in its own Printing House to capture the content of each book selected for
inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear, crisp image,
and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the Press
is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection will bring back to life books of enduring
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social
sciences and in science and technology.
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This edition first published 1801
This digitally printed version 2009

ISBN 978-1-108-00904-1 Paperback

This book reproduces the text of the original edition. The content and language reflect
the beliefs, practices and terminology of their time, and have not been updated.

Cambridge University Press wishes to make clear that the book, unless originally published
by Cambridge, is not being republished by, in association or collaboration with, or
with the endorsement or approval of, the original publisher or its successors in title.
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DESCRIBE EVENTS, AND TO CONVEY IDEAS,
FROM THER

EARLIEST DATE

TO THE

INVENTION OF PAPER.

et

SECOND EDITION.

PRINTED ON PAPER RE-MADE FROM OLD PRINTED AND
WRITTEN PAPER.

By MATTHIAS KOOPS, Esq.

LONDON:
PRINTED BY JAQUES AND CO. 30, LOWER SLOANE STREET.
1801.
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GEDRGE THE THIRD,

KING

OF

THE UNITED KINGDOMS

OF

GREAT-BRITAIN
AND

IRELAND.
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MOST GRACIOUS SOVEREIGN.

SIRE,

Your MajesTy having been
Moft Gracioufly pleafed to grant me
Patents for extra&ing printing and
writing ink from wafte Paper, by re-
ducing it to a pulp, and converting it
into white Paper, fit for writing, print-
ing, and for other purpofes; and alfo
for manufa&uring Paper from Straw,
Hay, Thiftles, wafte and refufe of
Hemp and Flax, and different kinds
of Wood and Bark, fit for printing,
and almott all other purpofes for which
Paper is ufed,
And
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[ iv ]

And Your MajesTy having in
September laft year condefcended to
permit me to lay at Your feet the
firft ufeful Paper which has ever been
made from Straw alone* without any
addition of rags; the Gracious Recep-
tion it has met with from Your Ma-
JESTY, the approbation of the Publick,
and the encouragement which the
Legiflature has given me by paffing
an A& of Parliament 1n its favour has
engaged me to reprint thefe lines on
Paper -manufaétured from Straw folely
in a more improved ftate, although not
yet brought to fuch a ftate of perfec-
tion as it will be made in a regular

manufa&ure, which muft be entirely

* Part of this Edition is printed on Straw Paper.

conftructed
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[ v 1]
conftru&ed for fuch purpofe, and which
I moft humbly flatter myfelf will now
much fooner be eftablithed by the
indulgence which Your MajesTy'’s
Parliament has granted me. This new
Effay proves, there cannot be any
doubt that good and ufeful Paper can

be made from Straw alone.

The favourable manner in which
Your MajesTy has deigned to look
on thefe my humble attempts of dif-
covery fhall be a conftant incitement
to future exertions, and the profpe&
of meriting commendation of a Kine,
always ready to countenance the moft
humble endeavours which tend to the

common welfare, and who has proved

Himfelf
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[ vi ]
Himfelf the Illuftrious Patron and
Protector of Arts and Sciences, obliges
me to unremitted perfeverance to
bring my attempts to perfection, in the
profpe& of meriting Your MajESTY’s
commendation, which will be the

greateft pleafure I can be {enfible of.

With the moft ardent wifhes for
Your MajesTy’s health and longevity,
and with all poffible deference and
humility, I beg leave, MosT Gracious

SoveREIGN, to fubfcribe myfelf,

YOUR MAJESTY’s
moft devoted,
moft obedient,

and moft humble Servant,

i 75 James-ftreet.

Buckingham-gate, MATTHIAS KOOPS.
Auguft 30, 1801.
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