
Printing and publishing history
The interface between authors and their readers is a fascinating subject in 
its own right, revealing a great deal about social attitudes, technological 
progress, aesthetic values, fashionable interests, political positions, economic 
constraints, and individual personalities. This part of the Cambridge Library 
Collection reissues classic studies in the area of printing and publishing 
history that shed light on developments in typography and book design, 
printing and binding, the rise and fall of publishing houses and periodicals, 
and the roles of authors and illustrators. It documents the ebb and flow of 
the book trade supplying a wide range of customers with products from 
almanacs to novels, bibles to erotica, and poetry to statistics.

Historical Account of the Substances Which have 
been Used to Describe Events, and to Convey Ideas, 

from the Earliest Date, to the Invention of Paper
Matthias Koops was a pioneer of mechanical paper-making. He invented 
new processes for making paper from wood pulp rather than from rags, and 
for recycling paper itself to a condition in which it could be used for printing. 
The first edition (1800) of this book was printed entirely on paper which he 
had produced from straw, but the paper has darkened over the years, making 
reproduction difficult. The second edition of 1801, dedicated like the first 
to King George III, was printed partly on a better type of straw paper and 
partly on recycled paper; the Appendix was ‘printed on paper made from 
wood alone, the produce of this country, without any intermixture of rags, 
waste paper, bark, straw, or any other vegetable substance’. Koops’s aim was 
to overcome the problem of the scarcity of rags for paper-making, which he 
believed was a restraint on the development of commerce and of science, 
by producing paper from natural sources which were almost inexhaustible. 
However, the factory which he established for manufacturing his papers went 
bankrupt after only one year, and it was to be nearly two centuries before his 
ambition to print new books on paper made from recycled old ones became 
a practical possibility for the industry.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of 
out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of 
books that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be 
reprinted economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library 
Collection extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of 
importance to researchers and professionals, either for the source material 
they contain, or as landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge 
University Library, and guided by the advice of experts in each subject area, 
Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art scanning machines 
in its own Printing House to capture the content of each book selected for 
inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear, crisp image, 
and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the Press 
is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology 
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for 
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection will bring back to life books of enduring 
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other 
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social 
sciences and in science and technology. 

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-00904-1 - Historical Account of the Substances which have been used to
Describe Events, and to Convey Ideas, from the Earliest Date, to the Invention of Paper
Matthias Koops
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781108009041
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


Historical Account of 
the Substances Which 

have been Used to 
Describe Events, and 

to Convey Ideas, from 
the Earliest Date, to 

the Invention of Paper
Mat thias Ko ops

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-00904-1 - Historical Account of the Substances which have been used to
Describe Events, and to Convey Ideas, from the Earliest Date, to the Invention of Paper
Matthias Koops
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781108009041
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


CAMBRID GE UNIVERSIT Y PRESS

Cambridge, New York, Melbourne, Madrid, Cape Town, Singapore,                                     
São Paolo, Delhi, Dubai, Tokyo

Published in the United States of America by Cambridge University Press, New York

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781108009041

© in this compilation Cambridge University Press 2009

This edition first published 1801
This digitally printed version 2009

ISBN 978-1-108-00904-1 Paperback
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