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A VIEW

OF THE
HISTORY, LITERATURE, AND RELIGION

OF

THE HINDOOS.

Part 1.
bigtory.

—————

Cuap. I.—Skcr. I

AT the close of the preceding kilpi,* Vishnoo was
sleeping on the waters of the deluge, and from his navel
had grown a water-lily : from this flower sprang Briimha,
who, in the form of Narayiinii, created, by his word,
Shiiniikii, Sipatiinii, Siintindii, and Siintit-koomarii;
but these persons embracing a life of austerity, mankind
did not propagate ; in consequence of which Briimha, to
obtain the blessing of the gods on the work of creation,
applied himself to severe austerities ; and continued them
for a very long period, but without effect ; till at lengthhe
burst into a flood of tears : from these tears a number of
titans arose, and his sighs gave birth to the god Roodrii.
At the request of his father, Roodrii continued the work
of creation; but in his hands it dragged on so heavily,

2 A grand revolution of fime.
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2 HISTORY, LITERATURE, &e. [ParT L.

that Briimha was obliged to resume it.* he created water,
fire, @ther, the heavens, wind, the simple earth, rivers,
seas, mountains, trees, climbing-plants, divisions of time,
day, night, months, years, yoogiis, &f' He formed
Diikshii by his breath ; Miirééchee and Utree proceeded
from his eyes; Ungira from his head; Brigoo from his
heart; Dhitrmii from his breast ; Siingkiilpi from his
mind ; Pooliistyii from the air in his body ; Pooliihii from
the air which is inhaled into the body ; Kriitoo from air
expelled downwards, and Viishisht’hii from the air which
produces deglutition. After this, in the night, he assumed
a body possessing the quality of darkness, and created
the giants; then assuming, in the day, a body possess-
ing the quality of truth, he created certain gods, and, in
the evening, the progenitors of mankind; he next as-
sumed a body possessed of the quality which stimulates to
aetivity, and created men. To this succeeded the crea-
tion of birds, cows, horses, elephants, deer, camels,
fruits, roots, with all other animate and inanimate sub-
stances, forms of verse, &c.; yiikshiis also, and pisha-
chiis, giindhiirviis, iipsiiras, kinniiriis, serpents, &c. to
all of whom he appointed their proper work. Perceiving
however that men did not yet propagate, he divided his
body into two parts, one of which became a female,
Shiitii Roopa, and the other a male, Swaytimbhoovii.©

The earth still remained covered by the waters,® and
Swayiimbhoovii, anxious to obtain its emersion, addressed
himself to the powers above. As the first act of divine

® What a striking contrast does the perplexity of these creators form to
the divine fiat—*¢ Let there be light, aud there was light !’

¢ See the Koormii poorant.

4 [t may scem unaccountable that Brimha did not first raise the earth,
apd then create the beings who were to occupy it ; but the Hindoo histo-
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Antient History] OF THE HINDOOS. 3

favour, he obtained a boat, containing the védiis, into
which he, together with his wife, and Uliirkii and Mar-
kiindéyli, two sages who had survived the deluge, entered ;
they bound the vessel to the fins of a fish, (an incarnation
of Vishnoo,) and then prayed to Briimha for the emer-
sion of the earth. As the reward of their devotions, Vish-
noo, assuming the form of the boar, with his tusks drew
the earth from the waters, and fixed it, according te
some shastriis,” on the thousand heads of the serpent-god
Uniintii ; while others declare,f that it remains suspended
in the air by the invisible hand of God.

I know not where to introduce better than in this place
the following description of the earth. The earth is cir-
cular and flat, like the flower of the water-lily, in which
the petals project beyond each other : its circumference is
4,000,00G,000 of miles. In the centre is mount Soo-
méroo, ascending 600,000 miles from the surface of the
earth, and descending 128,000 below it. It is 128,000
miles in circumference at its base, and 256,000 wide at
the top. On this mountain are the heavens of Vishnoo,
Shivii, Indrd, ljgnee, Yiimii, Noiritii, Viiroonii, Vayoo,
Koovérii, Eeshii, and other gods. The clouds ascend to
about one-third the height of the mvuntain. At its base
are the mountains Miindiirli, Giindhii-madiinii, Vipoolii,
and Sooparshwii; on each of which grows a tree 8,800
miles high. On each side of the mountain are several
countries divided by ranges of mountains, the farthermost
of which is bounded by the salt sea. All these countries

rians declare, that the work of creation was performed in one of the ligher
heavens, untouched by the waters of the deluge, and that the creatures
were afterwards let down to the earth.

¢ The pooranus and poetical works.

! The writer of the Sooryii-siddhantii, and other astronomers,

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org/9781108008235

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-00823-5 - A View of the History, Literature, and Religion of the
Hindoos, Volume 3

William Ward

Excerpt

More information

4 HISTORY, LITERATURE, &c. {Part L

are called Jiimboo-dwéépii. The Hindoo geographers
further add, that beyond this sea are six other seas, divid-
ing from each other, in a circular form, six other coun-
tries, as Pliikshii-dwéeépti, surrounded by Ikshoo, the sea
of sugar-cane juice; Shalmiilii-dweeépii, by Soora, the
sea of spirituous liquors; Kooshii-dweepii, by Ghritii,
the sea of clarified butter; Krounchii-dwéeépii, by Diid-
hee, the sea of curds; Shakii-dweepii, by Doogdii, the
sea of milk ; and Pooshkiirii-dweepii, by Jalarniivii, a
sea of sweet water. Beyond all these countries and their
circular seas is a country of gold, as large as the rest of
the earth; then a circular chain of mountains, called
Loka-lokii; and then the land of darkness, or hell.2

To this description may be added the situation of the
heavenly bodies: The firmament is of equal dimensions
with the surface of the earth; the earth is 800,000 miles
distant from the sun, the space between which is called
Bhooviir-lokii, and is the residence of the siddhiis.* The
distance from the sun to the moon is 800,000 miles. At
the total wane of the moon this planet is in a perpendi-
cular line with the sun, by which the light of the moon
is prevented from descending to the earth. The distance
from the moon to the constellations, still ascending, is
800,000 miles : 1,600,000 miles above this, is the planet
Mercury (Beodhii); 1,600,000 miles above Mercury is
Venus (Shookrii); 1,600,000 miles above Mercury is
Mars (Miingiilii). At the same distance, ascending, is
Jupiter (Vrihiis-piitee) ; 1,600,000 miles beyond him, is
Saturn (Shiinee); and 800,000 miles above Saturn is
Ursa major, the seven principal stars, the heavens of

* See the Markundéyii-poorant and Shréé-bhaguviitit.

% A race of demi-gods,
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Antient History.] ~ OF THE HINDOOS. 5

seven rishees;' 800,000 miles above these is Dhroovii,
the polar-star. The space from the sun to Dhroovii is
called Siirgii-lokif. At the destruction of the world, the
earth, and every thing between it and this star, is de-
stroyed : 8,000,000 miles above Dhroovii, the chief gods
reside. Beyond this is the residence of the sons of
Briimha, ascending 16,000,000 of miles. Still higher,
3,200,000 miles, is the residence of the regents of the
quarters and other sons of Briimha. The highest eleva-
tion, the residence of Briimha, is 4,800,000 miles above
the last-mentioned heaven.* Some affirm, that all these
regions also are destroyed at the time of the dissolution
of the world.

Descending now to the earth, let us pursue the course
marked by the poorants, and trace the progress of human
events as laid down in these writings :

Swayiimbhoovii, from the védiis found in the boat,
formed the work known at present by his name,' and go-
verned the world by the laws which he had thus compiled.
After some time he gave himself up to a life of devotion,
and placed his eldest son, Priyli-vriitli, on the throne, who
married a daughter of Vishwii-kiirma, the Hindoo Vul-
can, by whom he had thirteen sons, and one daughter-.
Six sons embraced an ascetic life, and the others governed
the seven divisions of the earth under their father, who
gave Pliikshii-dwéepii to Médha-tit’hee ; Kooshii to Jo-
tishman ; Krounchii to Dootiman; Shakii to Bhiivyii;
Pooshkiirii to Siiviili; Shalmiilii to Viipooshman, and
Jiimboo to Agnidhri. After reigning 1,200,000,000

i Canonized saints. k See the Bramhu-pooranti,

! The institutes of Munoo,
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& HISTORY, LITERATURE, &c. [Parz L

years, Priyii-vriitii placed his youngest brother, Oottanii-
padii, over his seven sons, abandoned the world, and, by
the power of devotion, obtained celestial happiness.
Oottanii-padii was succeeded by his son, Driivii, who
reigned 36,000 years, and then had a separate heaven
assigned him, as the reward of his virtues. Ootkiilii, the
son of Driivii, reigned a short time, and then embraced
the life of an ascetic ; his son, Viitsiirii, had five children,
the eldest of whom, Pooshparnnii, succeeded to the king-
dom, and was followed by his eldest son, Vooshtii. His
son, Chitkshooshii, at the close of his reign was exalted
to the state of a miinoo, and was-succeeded in the king-
dom by Oolmookhii, the eldest of his eleven sons. After
him reigned Urgii, whose son, Vénii, was so abandoned
that his father, through grief, renounced the world, and
retired to a forest. Vénii forbad the exercise of all the
usual offices of religion, and directed that worship should
be paid to him alone ; but, being cursed by Doorvasii and
other sages, he died. The kingdom bheing left without a
sovereign, the sages produced from the dead body of Vénii
two children, a son and a daughter: the son’s name was
Prit’hoo, who is spoken of as the first Hindoo king, those
who had preceded bim being considered rather as patri-
archs than kings. Prit’hoo divided. his kingdom into se-
parate provinces, taught his subjects the use of agricul-
ture, manufactures, &c., and raised his empire to the
highest state of prosperity. At length, having performed
the sacrifice of a horse one hundred times, he placed his
son, Vijitashwii,™ on the throne,u and, entering a forest,
obtained celestial happiness. Ubhidbhanii, the next
monarch, had six sons; the eldest, Vrishiidii, who suc-

™ This son conquered Indry, the king of heaven, and hence obtained this
name,
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Antient History.] OF THE HINDOOS. 7

ceeded to the kingdom, married the daughter of the sea,
and was famous for his religious austerities. His ten sons
had all one name, Priichéta; were all married to one
female ; and all reigned at once ; their son Diikshii was
the last of the race of Oottanii-padii. After the extinction
of this race, the seven sons of Priyiivriitii governed alone
the kingdoms which had been assigned to them.

Médhatit’hee, the sovereign of Pliikshii, had seven
sons, Shantiibhiiyii, Shishirii, Sookhodiiyii, Niindi,
Shivii, Kshémiikii, and Dhroovii. Hedivided his territo-
ries into seven parts, which were distinguished by the
names of his sons, to whom he had assigned them : they
were separated by seven chains of mountains, called
Gomédii, Chiindrii, Nariidii, Doondoobhee, Somiikii,
Soomiina, and Voibhrajii; and by seven rivers, Unoo-
tiipta, Shikh€g, Vipasha, Tridiva, Kriimoo, Priisrita and
Sockrita.

Viipooshmanii had also seven sons, Shwétii, Robhitii,
Jéemootii, Hiiriti, Voidyootii, Maniisii, and Soopriibhii,
among whom he also divided his kingdom, which contain-
ed the same number of mountains, rivers, &c. as that of
his brother. The bramhiinsin these countries were light
coloured ; the kshétriyiis, red; the voishyiis, yellow, and
the shoodriis, (as might be expected) black.

The sovereigns of Kooshii, Krounchii, and Shakii, had
each seven sons, among whom they divided their king-
doms, which were separated by seven mountains and
seven rivers, like the other dwéépiis.

In these five dwéepiis the manners of the tréta-yoogii
VOL. III. D
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8 HISTORY, LITERATURE, &c. [Parz L

always prevail ; the people live to the age of 5000 years;
nor do they then die through disease; which is unknown
here. Beside men and giants, gods, celestial choiristers,
satyrs, &c. reside here.

Shiiviilii had two sons, Mithavéétii and Dhatiikée. His
kingdom was divided by a circular chain of mountains,
400,000 miles high. The eldest son obtained the central
part of the kingdom, and gave his own name to it: his
subjects lived 10,000 years; were of one cast, and were
distinguished for their virtue : in short, they were equal
to thegods. They worshipped God only in the mind.

Agnéedhri divided Jiimboo-dwéépil into nine parts,
and distributed them among his nine sons born of a ce-
lestial courtezan, viz. Nabhee, Kingpoorooshii, Hiiree,
Rooroo, Hirlimiiydi, Riimyiikii, Ilavritii, Bhiidrii-shivi
and Kétoomalii. 'These nine sons married the nine
daughters of Sooméroo. Nabhee, whose history we shall
now trace, had a son named Rishiibhli, who married
Jiyiinté€, a virgin presented to him by the king of
heaven, and by whom he had a hundred sons, eighty-two
of whom became bramhiins, and nine hermits. The
other nine were Bhiiriitu, Koosha-viirttdi, Ilaviirttii.
Miiliiyli, Kétoomalii, Bhiidrii-sénii, Indri-sprik, Vidiir-
bhii, and Kéekiitti. Rishiivii divided his kingdom into
nine parts, but gave the whole to his eldest son Bhiirtitii :
who, however, retaining the nominal supremacy in his
own hands, gave eight parts to his brethren, while he
governed only one part, which received the name of
Bhariitii-viirshii, or the country of Bhariitii, and embraced
the whole of India from the Himaliiyi mountains to the:
sea.
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Description of India® In the centre are Miitsyi,
Koormiikiitii, Koolya, Kashéd," ijodhya," fjt’hﬁrva,
Kiilingt, fidstikdi, Vreikii, Médiimatrii, Mandiivyii,
Shallii, Pa<uitki, Oojjinenti, Viitsii, Kemyt, Khatii,
Yamooui. Midhyit-sariiyooti, Shodriisénii, Mat'hoorti,!
Dhtirwainy i, Jotishikit, Nowrigrédvii, Gouhii, Shitkd,
Voidéhit, Punchalii, Siink'tii, Kiinklimarootii, Kaliikootii,
Pashiineii, {apisht’hiikii, Kooroo, Vahyii, Qodooswiirti,
Jiinu, and Histinar

In the eastave, Chandrii-poorii, Khiisti, Muigtidhii, Shi-
vee, MoiChilid,” Biidiinii-ditntoorl, Prag-jotishiii,' Pooroo-
shacitiii, Poornotkiitii, Bhiidrii-gourii, Qodiiyii, Kashayfi,
Méniikii, Uwbisht’hii, Tamiilipti, Ekpadiipi, and
Virdbiimanii.

In the south-east are, Biungi,® Jiit’hiirti, Mooliikis
Chédee, Oorvii-kantii, Andhrii,* Vindhyii, Vidiirbhu,
Narikéld, Dhiirmii-dwéépti, Ilika, Vaghrii-gréevi, ; Troi-
poorii, Nishiidi, Kiutikiist’hoonii, Dusharnnii, Hiirikuy,
Niindii, Kakold, Uli’lka, and Viirnlishaviirt.

In the south are, Liinka,” Karajinii, Kélikii, Nikiti,
Miiliiyii,> Dirddoori, Kirkotitkit, Bhrigookiikshii, Kon-
gligii,> Shiiviirii, Vénna, Ijviintéé, Dasii-poorii, Miihée-
kiiti, Kiirnatli,> Goniidii, Chitrit-Kootii, Cholii, Koliigi-
ree, Krotinchii, Jiitadhiirti, Nasikii, Yojiinii, Voidooryti,
Kolti, Chiirmi-piittii, Giinii-rajyii, Krishnii, Gourt,
Rishiibhii, Singhiilii, Kanchéé, Trilingti," Koonjiirii, anc

Kookshee.
» See the Markundéy poorani. o DBenares.
? Ramit's capital. Oude. 9 Krishni’s capital. T A place near Delli.
* Junuk-poori. t Assam. v Bengal. * Telinga.
¥ Ceylon. *Malabar. 2 Konktini,  ® Carnata, ¢ Pelinea,

2
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10 HISTORY, LITERATURE, &c. [ParT E

In the south-west are, Kambojii, Piinhiivii, Viiriiva-
mookhii, Sindhoo, Souvécrii, Aniirttd, V iinita-mookhii,
Yaviinit, Sagiirli, Shoodrii, Kiirnii-prodhiyi, Viirviiri,
Kiratii, Pariidii, Shiindii, Parshéshwiiri, Kuld, Choo-
chookii, Hémiigirika, Sindhookalii, Roiviity, Sourashtrii,
Diiriidii, and Mitharniivii.

In the west are, Miiniméghti, Kshooradree, Khiinjtinii,
Upurantu, Hoikiiyvii, Shantikii, Uhlpru:t hit, Konkiilii,
Piinchiiniidii,! Viriint, Pariidi, Tariikshoo, Vahyiingii-
tif, Sarviirii, Sashmiivéshtiikii, Ekékshiinii, Shiishii-roohii,
Déérghii-greevi, and Choolikii.

In the north-east are, Mandiivyii, Toot’hara, Ushmii-
kalaniilii, Hiila,, Chiirmiibiinga, Oolooka, Moorookoor-
ma, Phiilgoonii, Morii, Goorakiilika, Deerghi-roma,
Vayii, and Riit’hiijiinii.

In the north are, Himiivanii, Koilasii, Dhiinooshman,
Viisooman, Krounchii, Koortivi, Kshoodnu -véenii, Viisti-
toyii, Kmkey i, Bhogu-prust’hu Yamoonii, Untur-dweepu,
Trigiirti, Ugnuya Sarjiina, Ushwii-mookha, Doséviikit,
Vatiidbanii, Shiirtidbanti, Pooshkiilii, Viiniikoiratii,
Unoolomii, Tiikshtishééla, Mudrii, Vénookashiizii, Diin-
diki, Pingiila, Kiiliihii, Bhootipooliiki, Kolahiikit,
Shatiilii, Hémiitaliikii, Jitshomiitee, Gandhari, Kiirtisi,
Giirtidii, Youdhéyii, Shamiikii.

In the north-west are, Kinnirii, Piishoopalii, Kcechii-
kii, Diirtidii, Shiiviilii, Kooliita, Viiniirashtrii, Briimhii-
poorii, Viiniivadyii, Vishii, Koulindii, Prigyiibiilii,
Diirvva, f]nnﬁjéévﬁkﬁ, Ekiipadii, Khiisli, Swiirnii-
bhoumii, Yiiviinii, Hingi, Chéeripraviiriint, Trinétrii,
Pouriivii, and Giindhitrvii.

4 Punjab. ¢ Governed by a queen.
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