
Religion
For centuries, scripture and theology were the focus of prodigious amounts 
of scholarship and publishing, dominated in the English-speaking world 
by the work of Protestant Christians. Enlightenment philosophy and 
science, anthropology, ethnology and the colonial experience all brought 
new perspectives, lively debates and heated controversies to the study of 
religion and its role in the world, many of which continue to this day. This 
series explores the editing and interpretation of religious texts, the history of 
religious ideas and institutions, and not least the encounter between religion 
and science. 

Memoir of Henry Venn, B.D.
Henry Venn (1796–1873) was an Anglican clergyman who, like his father 
and grandfather before him, was influential in the evangelical movement 
and campaigned for social reform, eradication of the slave trade, and better 
education and economic progress in the British colonies so as to enable 
them to become responsible for their own affairs. Venn was Secretary of 
the Church Missionary Society from 1841 to 1873, and alongside practical 
training and appointment of missionaries and ministers he spent time 
developing a theology of mission and principles for its practice. This book, 
published in its second edition in 1881, was edited by William Knight who 
had access to Venn’s private journals and correspondence (from which he 
used substantial quotations), and met Venn’s niece, who provided the portrait 
of her uncle used as the frontispiece of the book. The appendix contains 
some of Venn’s own accounts of his early missionary work.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of 
out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of 
books that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be 
reprinted economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library 
Collection extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of 
importance to researchers and professionals, either for the source material 
they contain, or as landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge 
University Library, and guided by the advice of experts in each subject area, 
Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art scanning machines 
in its own Printing House to capture the content of each book selected for 
inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear, crisp image, 
and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the Press 
is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology 
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for 
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection will bring back to life books of enduring 
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other 
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social 
sciences and in science and technology. 
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