
Religion
For centuries, scripture and theology were the focus of prodigious amounts 
of scholarship and publishing, dominated in the English-speaking world 
by the work of Protestant Christians. Enlightenment philosophy and 
science, anthropology, ethnology and the colonial experience all brought 
new perspectives, lively debates and heated controversies to the study of 
religion and its role in the world, many of which continue to this day. This 
series explores the editing and interpretation of religious texts, the history of 
religious ideas and institutions, and not least the encounter between religion 
and science. 

Buddhism
This 1889 book derives from a series of lectures given in 1888 by Monier 
Monier-Williams, who was Professor of Sanskrit at Oxford for over 30 
years and whose work broke new ground in the Western understanding 
of Buddhism and other South Asian religions. It is a substantial historical 
survey of Buddhism from its origins in India to its later development further 
afield. Monier-Williams gives an account of the Buddha and his earliest 
teaching, as well as a brief description of the origin and composition of the 
scriptures containing the Buddha’s law (Dharma). He explains the early 
constitution of the Buddha’s order of monks (Sangha), and outlines the 
philosophical doctrines of Buddhism together with its code of morality and 
theory of perfection, culminating in Nirvana. He also describes formal and 
popular rituals and practices, and sacred places and objects. The book is an 
important example of Victorian Orientalist scholarship, and provides an 
insight into Western attempts at intellectual engagement with the philosophy 
and culture of the ‘colonies’ which is still of interest to historians of religious 
studies, Orientalism, and the British Empire.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of 
out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of 
books that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be 
reprinted economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library 
Collection extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of 
importance to researchers and professionals, either for the source material 
they contain, or as landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge 
University Library, and guided by the advice of experts in each subject area, 
Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art scanning machines 
in its own Printing House to capture the content of each book selected for 
inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear, crisp image, 
and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the Press 
is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology 
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for 
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection will bring back to life books of enduring 
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other 
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social 
sciences and in science and technology. 
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Buddhism
In its Connexion with Brahmanism and 

Hinduism and in its Contrast with Christianity

Monier Monier-Williams
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