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Religion
For centuries, scripture and theology were the focus of prodigious amounts
of scholarship and publishing, dominated in the English-speaking world
by the work of Protestant Christians. Enlightenment philosophy and
science, anthropology, ethnology and the colonial experience all brought
new perspectives, lively debates and heated controversies to the study of
religion and its role in the world, many of which continue to this day. This
series explores the editing and interpretation of religious texts, the history of
religious ideas and institutions, and not least the encounter between religion
and science.

A View of the History, Literature,
and Religion of the Hindoos

William Ward’s account of the Hindu communities among whom he served
as a Baptist missionary in Serampore in West Bengal was first published in
1811 and reprinted in this ‘carefully abridged and greatly improved’ third
edition in 1817. It was an extremely influential work that shaped British
views of the newly defined entity of ‘Hinduisn’ in the early nineteenth
century. Ward and his fellow missionaries promoted social reforms and
education, establishing the Serampore Mission Press in 1800 and Serampore
College in 1818. Ward devoted twenty years to compiling his study of Hindu
literature, history, mythology and religion, which was eventually published
in four volumes. It provided richly detailed information, and was regarded
as authoritative for the next fifty years. It is therefore still an important
source for researchers in areas including Indian history, British colonialism,
Orientalism and religious studies. Volume 2 focuses on places of worship,
ritual practices, and beliefs about death and reincarnation. Buddhism,
Jainism, and Sikhism are also described, though as ‘sects’ of Hinduism,
reflecting the Western views of Ward’s time.
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inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear, crisp image,
and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the Press
is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology
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